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KTC Alumni at Careers Night
Next Tuesday night
at 7.30pm in our new
Library and Resource
Centre, a very special
Careers Night is being
held for girls and parents
from Years 10 to 12.
Our newly appointed Careers Adviser,
Amelia Phillips, has organised a Panel of
KTC Alumni to talk about post-school and
the impact Kesser Torah College had on
their careers. They will speak about various
different options post-school, including experiences at University in various faculties.
We look forward to seeing our High School
Girls and their parents and will follow up the
evening with a second Careers Evening for
Boys at some later stage during the year.
Once again Rosh Chodesh Adar ushered in
a special ruach as students and teachers got
into the spirit with Crazy Hat Day throughout
the Primary School and dancing and festivities throughout the High School.
The countdown to Purim is certainly now
upon us as we look forward to celebrating
Purim at school on Thursday 1 March 2018
/ 14 Adar 5778. Purim is a wonderful time
to celebrate our uniqueness as a nation and
our emuna in Hashem for His continued
blessings – however, it is also a time for us to
focus on those who are less fortunate than
ourselves in our community and beyond.
We encourage everyone to give more
tzedakah than usual during this time and to

prepare to help those less fortunate to enjoy
the chag, as indeed we do.
On Erev Purim, there will be extraordinary
programmes for both Boys’ and Girls’ High
Schools – please look out for details. We
encourage all our High School students to
get involved and to be part of this wonderful
event in the life of our school.
I trust that as we move into the third week

of school for the term, all our students have
settled down as we get back into the rhythm
of things. There is a wonderful energy about
the school this term and we look forward to
the many special events that are going to
be taking place, not only during Term 1, but
throughout the year.
Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos
Roy Steinman
			
College Principal

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
Week 3
Sun

18 - Feb

P&F Rosh Chodesh Gathering

Mon

19 - Feb

Yr 8 Elevate Time Management (Periods 2-5)

Tue

20 - Feb

Primary Open Morning - 9.00am

Week 4

Yr 10-12 GHS Careers Evening - With KTC Alumni
Week 5
Mon

26 - Feb

Yr 9-10 Elevate Memory & Mnemonics
(Periods 2-5)

Wed

28 - Feb

Taanis Esther: Primary close 3.20pm, GHS
2.45pm, BHS 2.30pm

Thu

1 - Mar

Purim: Primary close 2.40pm, GHS 11.50am, BHS
12.00pm

Fri

2 - Mar

Shushan Purim
Clean Up Australia Day (Schools/Centres)

Week 6
Tue

6 - Mar

Girls' Swimming Carnival (Des Renford)
Yr 10B Road Safety Excursion
P&F Wine Sale - Library

Wed

7 - Mar

Yr 10G Road Safety Excursion
Vaccinations

Thu

8 - Mar

Boys' Swimming Carnival (Des Renford)

Dvar Torah
This week we begin reading about the
instruction to build the Mishkan. The
Ramban explains that the Mishkan was
meant to continue the experience of
Har Sinai through the Jewish people’s
wandering in the desert. The Mishkan
was where the Luchos, given on Har
Sinai, were kept, and where Hashem
would continue to speak to Moshe as he
had on the mountain.
Although the Mishkan (and later the Beis
hamikdash) were physical structures
which we do not have today, we can learn
many lessons from the Mishkan and its
vessels. The Torah begins describing the
Mishkan with the instructions to build the
Aron Hakodesh.
The Ramban gives a reason why the Aron
was the first instruction. He explains that
the main purpose of the Mishkan was to
have a place for the Shechina to dwell.
This specifically took place by the Aron
Hakodesh from where Hashem’s voice
would emanate.

The Aron is also the place where the Torah
was kept. The Shechina rested and spoke
where there was Torah. This expresses
two important ideas. Firstly, the only way
for us to feel the presence of Hashem is
through the study of His Torah. Keeping
the Mitzvos is listening to Hashem’s instructions but Torah learning is being in
the presence of Hashem. For this reason,
we stand before a Talmid Chacham.
Secondly, Hashem’s way to communicate
with us is only through Torah. We speak
to Hashem through the words of Tefillah,
but Hashem’s messages to us are learned
through the Torah. Every Parsha, Pasuk
and lesson we learn from the Torah are all
the words of Hashem to us.
The Aron was unique in the fact that it was
kept separately from the rest of the objects
of thee Mishkan behind a curtain in the
Kodesh HaKadoshim. This teaches us
that Torah learning is something that must
be kept Holy and unaffected by the other

worldly things around us. A person must
set times for Torah learning that are ‘untouchable’ and non-negotiable. During our
learning time, we must be closed off from
the rest of the world so we can fully focus
on our learning.
There is also a lesson to be learned from
the Aron’s measurements. The Torah
instructs to make the Aron 2.5 cubits long,
1.5 cubits wide by 1.5 cubits tall. All the
measurements of the Aron were incomplete. This shows us that a person should
never feel ‘complete’ and satisfied with the
amount of Torah he has learned until now.
There is no such thing as ‘I have done
enough’ and certainly no such thing as
‘There is too much Jewish learning.’

Good Shabbos
Rabbi Richter

Early Learning
Celebrating Purim
When you walk into the Early Learning Centres you will feel the spirit of Purim in the air! The children are so excited and we have
been talking about the special characters in the story of Purim. The children are enjoying role-playing the characters, acting out
stories and using open-ended materials to create royal palaces.

By providing children with open-ended materials we encourage them to meaningfully explore ideas and understanding. One of the
ways children learn is to revisit experiences. Each time they ‘re-look’ they discover ‘new things’ or challenge their thinking further.
Collaborative engagement in a project of ‘castle building’. By working together, children develop skills in problem solving, listening
to others and enjoying the contributions of their peers.

While building our Shushan village with the small blocks outside, Adira found a toy butterfly and immediately began to fly the
butterfly around the village. She then found a caterpillar and proceeded to crawl the caterpillar over the Shushan castle. When I
asked her what she thought the caterpillar was thinking or doing, she said: “The caterpillar is flapping around me…..going to the
Shushan house to meet a butterfly”.

Early Learning
Children’s drawings reveal so much and help make children’s thinking visible.
In the Rimon and Gefen rooms they have been exploring images of castles and drawing their understanding of a castle.

Asher: "Castles are so special because kings and queens live there. Castles are protected by water all around them so no one
can break in."
Joseph: "King Achashverosh made a big fest and he told Vashti and his servants to come. Vashti put on her crown and she went
to the mirror and screamed 'Ah' because she saw she had pimples."
Talia: I liked building the castle and decorating the castle with sparkles. The king and queen live in the castle. I like eating hamantashens on Purim.

Dates for your Diary
1 March: Purim
2 March: Clean up Australia Day

Primary School
Recess and Lunch
There have been a large number of children who have been coming to school without recess and lunch. It is very distressing
for the children to have nothing to eat when all their classmates are eating or they have to wait for their lunch to arrive and then
miss class time. When they have not eaten, they are often not able to focus on learning for the remainder of the day. We
DO NOT have food that we can give to students, so it is important that they are packed recess, lunch and fruit/vegetables for
Crunch and Sip every day.

Mr Steinman visits 2B
Yesterday morning the year 2 boys were treated to a visit by Mr Steinman, our College Principal. He spent a very interesting
morning describing his life, his early ambitions and interests to the boys.
They were enthralled and completely captivated by his visit and excited to inform him that he had taught many of their parents.
They asked about their parents’ behaviour and whether Mr Steinman remembered them. To their delight he did and regaled
them with some humorous stories.
He continued on by describing his hobbies, one of which is the collection of fountain pens. The boys asked interesting questions
and one student was delighted to discover that his surname matched the colour of the nib of Mr Steinman’s pen! What a great
visit!

Primary School
Coles Sports For Schools
KTC is now registered for ‘COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS’. If you are shopping at Coles, please remember to ask for your
vouchers, or select our school if you are shopping online. Your vouchers can be left at reception. We are looking forward to
collecting enough to earn lots of new equipment. Remember $10 = 1 voucher.

Primary Open Day Morning

Parent / Teacher Interviews
Dear Parents,
Please note that there has been a change in dates for parent/teacher interviews due to unforseen circumstances.
Thursday 15 March - 2-6 Boys, Years KB, 1A and 1B
Monday 19 March - 2-6 Girls, Years KA, 1A and 1B

Primary School
Chidon Sefer Hamitzvos 5778
Here we have first hand-proof of the saying of our sages, “If someone says Yagati Umatzasi ta amin” (“I have worked hard and
I have been successful, believe him”).
Over the past year, ten children have been involved in learning for the Chidon. There was great enthusiasm as the students
engaged in their studies. We would like to commend each and every one of them who, with their efforts have increased their
knowledge of the Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvos and also gained interesting insights to applied halacha today. They have all
been actively involved in the mitzvah of Talmud Torah, learning and spreading the light of Torah!
Five children have earned the privilege of being part of the International Chidon Shabbaton in New York City! After spending
over 12 months studying the Rambam’s Sefer Hamitzvos and sitting three qualifying tests, the children will join together with
other children from all corners of the world to celebrate this incredible achievement. The children displayed unbelievable
commitment as they spent time over the summer break studying and sitting for the tests!
After arriving in New York, the children will once again have their knowledge reviewed as they sit the final test and receive
awards for their efforts and accomplishments. Boruch Hashem we have seen a 50% increase in participation in this wonderful
event that is aimed at getting the children excited about learning the Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvos and bringing so many
Yiddishe kinderlach together with Torah! We wish them all mazal tov on reaching this milestone as they make their way to New
York to represent Kesser Torah College. We look forward to hearing about their experiences upon their return!
Well done to:
Shani Spielman
Liorah Kessel
Yaakov Yitzchak Leinkram
Yossel Dolnikov
Aaron Richter

Primary School
Mishmor
Year K-1 Girls
Year K-1 G Mishmor class started preparing for the Rebbe’s birthday focusing on the 10 mivtzaim.

Year K-1 Boys
Year K-1 B have gotten into the spirit of Adar in their Mishmor class!

Year 2-3 Girls
Mishmor Year. 2-3 Girls started a topic about the very special Chassidus sefer "Tanya". They also started learning the Yiddish
Ma Nishtana.
Year 2-3 Boys
Year 2-3 Boys Mishmor learned about our mazel in Chodesh Adar and about the importance of simcha in Avodas Hashem.

Year 4-6 Girls
Year 4-6 Girls started learning Devar Torahs for Purim. Stay tuned!

Primary School
Rosh Chodesh ADAR Awards 2018
Year

Derech Eretz Award

KA
KB
1A
1B
2G
3G
4G
5G
6G
2B
3B
4B
5B
6B

Dov Schapiro
Rochel Gopin
Daliah Meltzer
Ashira Sacks
Deena Cohen
Ilana Jackson
Keren Weinberg
Rosie Kastel
Chaya Groner
Shua Light
Pinchas Althaus
Jordan Jossman
Zev Sacks
Amitsur Saar

Academic Excellence Award
Chaya Barber
Shneur Bloom
Rafael Da Silva
Zelig Nussbaum
Mia Chaiton
Chaya Mushka Milecki
Layla Vissel
Laila Feiglin
Tehilla Blackman
Akiva Tockar
Jacob Liebman
Tzvi Bloom
Benjy Schwarz
Kovi Leinkram

Torah Club

Sunday Mornings

TORAH CLUB

Torah Club for
boys Yr. K-6 and
girls Yr. K-6 starts
This Sun, Feb. 18. - March 18
To register, please text or call
Rochel Blasenstein on 0425 371 987 or
email rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au
Time:10 am - 12 pm
Place: KTC
Cost for term: $90
Family rates given
Subjects: Davening, Derech Eretz Program,
Pirkei Avos, Halacha, Biur Tefilla, Mishna,
Gemorah - all done in a fun and interactive
way through song, craft and drama.

Teachers:
Mrs. R. Blasenstein
Mrs. A. Levitin
Mrs. E. Hirschowitz
Mrs. O. Ben David
Rabbi Y. Richter
Rabbi Z. Raichik

Confirmation
is a must!!

בס”ד

Primary School
Purim

High School
English Department
2018 is off to a fantastic start and the English Department is really excited for the year ahead. Learning in all classes is progressing well and from day one, students have been actively engaged in various classroom activities.
I would like to extend a big welcome to Ms Henry, who I am positive will enthuse all her students with the same love for English
as she has. We are very excited to have her on board and look forward to the new and exciting ideas she brings with her.
Over the course of the year, all students will be working on and developing their proficiency in language, through both a specific
focus and an integrated approach. This is a key emphasis for the department, as we work on increasing literacy skills across
the year groups, in the areas of both writing and reading. We would like to encourage all students to work actively towards
developing stronger literacy skills, through engaging with various texts over the year and reading books, both fiction and
non-fiction.
So, what can you expect this year?
•

To motivate students to read, the English Department will be running a competition for years 7 to 10. This will start in Term
1 and run until mid Term 4 when a prize will be awarded to the student in each year group who reads the most books.
Details will follow shortly and information given to all students.

•

A debating club will be held every fortnight during Monday lunchtime. This will run from mid Term 1 until early Term 4.
We will hold mini competitions throughout the year and will prepare students for the inter-Jewish Day School debating
competition later this year.

•

We would like to encourage all students to enter external writing competitions. Information will be provided to students
about upcoming competitions over the year.

Ms Srage, Ms Rutter, Ms Henry

High School
Parent / Teacher Interviews
It has been brought to our attention that the date scheduled for the Boys Parent Teacher meeting (21 March) clashes with
a community social event. For that reason, we have brought forward the Boys' Parent Teacher meeting to Thursday 15
March.
The Girls' Parent Teacher is unchanged, on Monday 19 March.
Please note that it is important for your children to be present at the Parent-Teacher meeting in order to hear feedback from
their teachers, in front of their parents. This is an integral part of the school-parent-student relationship.

High School Awards Assemblies
As a result of the Israel Tour with our Years 9 and 10 students at the end of 2017, we did not proceed with our usual End of
Year Speech Night. We will be holding a speech night at the end of 2018, to present awards for the 2018 academic year.
Students who have earned (or won) awards in respect of the 2017 year, will be presented with their awards at a special
"Awards Assembly" as follows:
Friday 9 March 2018
Girls' 9.00am to 10.00am in the GHS Hall
Boys' 10.20am to 11.20am in the BHS Hall
We will be contacting those parents whose children are due to receive an award, so that you can join us to celebrate your
child's achievement in front of the school.

Boys' High School
Buddy Program
On Sunday night we launched the BHS buddy program where Year 7 boys are paired up with Year 10's who will be there as
an “older brother” figure to help ease them into high school. The launch was held at Fox Studios, bowling together with Moishe
Amzalak and Rabbi Mendy Barber.

Rabbi Ken Spiro's Visit
On Wednesday our senior students had the chance to hear from world famous historian and author Rabbi Ken Spiro. Rabbi
Spiro spoke to both the BHS and the GHS about the importance of learning our history in order to guarantee that we stay
focused on our mission in this world. The students were mesmerized by Rabbi Spiros powerful presentation.

Guest Speaker
On Tuesday the BHS has the privilege of hearing Professor Chaim Sukenik. Professor Sukenik is the president of Machon Lev
- a world famous Institute in Israel that allows students to pursue a professional career in a purely religious setting. The Institute
currently has 4,700 full-time students and provides a wide range of degrees. Professor Sukenik spoke about his Institute and
also gave a fascinating shiur on the use of DNA in Halacha.

Boys' High School
Green Sunday
Once again, this year KTC had a very sizable representation from both our BHS and GHS to help raise funds in the JNF’s
Green Sunday. The students spent hours making calls and succeeded in raising thousands of dollars for the JNF. We are very
proud of our boys and girls who are willing to give you their free time for the community.

Boys' High School
New Mivtzoim Incentive
Koby Berkovits launching the new mivtzoim incentive at assembly

Upcoming Events in the Boys' High School
Excitement is growing in the BHS for the upcoming party
of the year!

Girls' High School
2018 Careers Evening

Green Sunday
Once again, this year KTC had a very sizable representation from both our BHS and GHS to help raise funds in the JNF’s
Green Sunday. The students spent hours making calls and succeeded in raising thousands of dollars for the JNF. We are very
proud of our boys and girls who are willing to give you their free time for the community.

Girls' High School
Rabbi Ken Spiro's Visit
On Wednesday our senior students had the chance to hear from world famous historian and author Rabbi Ken Spiro. Rabbi
Spiro spoke to both the BHS and the GHS about the importance of learning our history in order to guarantee that we stay
focused on our mission in this world. The students were mesmerized by Rabbi Spiros powerful presentation.

Year 7 Novi
The Year 7 girls had a fantastic couple of weeks as they worked towards creating a comic book exploring all the stories in
Yehoshua and Shoftim.

Year 8 Jewish History
This week Year 8 girls learnt the story of R' Yochanan Ben Zakai and Vespasian inside the Gemora. They then had the opportunity to present the story in a dramatic re-telling to the class.

Girls' High School
Upcoming Events in the Girls' High School

News / Announcements
PSG Roster
Monday 19 February

Tuesday 20 February

Wednesday 21 February

Thursday 22 February

Mazel Tov
AM

Mendel Kastel

PM

Devorah Niasoff

AM
PM

Victoria Davidov

AM

Ian Charif

PM

Danielle Garson

AM

Tamar Lurie

PM
Friday 23 February

AM

Lisa Nailand

PM

Sharron Vogel

Rabbi Berel & Chanie Light on the birth of a baby girl.
Rabbi Moshe and Rebbetzin Esty Gutnick on the birth of a
granddaughter.
Phil and Marianne Stern on the birth of a grandson, a son to
Brendan and Sarah Stern, London.
Joe Weinstein and the Weinstein and Foxman families on
the engagement of Elisheva to Ilia Elski.

Condolences
To Josh & Shoni Nagel and Dasi & Tomas Berger on the
passing of Josh & Dasi's mother, Rita Nagel.

Community
Dear Parents,
The College urges you to please refrain
from parking in the Napier Street cul-desac at all times. We have been receiving an
alarming number of complaints from neighbours and KTC's cordial relations with all
neighbours is important to the functioning of the
school.
We appreciate your cooperation
Many Thanks

Uniform Shop Announcement
Dear Parents,
Please note that the Uniform shop will be closed on
Monday 26 February.

Community

You are in good hands

Promoting Positive Body Image
and Self-Esteem in Young People

1-2-3 MAGIC®
& EMOTION COACHING
PARENT WORKSHOP

JewishCare and Woollahra Council invite you to attend a FREE seminar and Q&A

A three-session program to help parents and carers (of children 2-12 years) to
manage their children’s behaviour and build their child’s emotional resourcefulness

VENUE:

JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra (free parking available)
DATES:

Tuesdays 6th, 13th, 20th March
TIME:

6.30pm – 9.00pm

AIMS


Provide parents the skills to take action in difficult-to-manage parenting situations



Determine how to choose the best strategy – Do nothing, listen or act?



Create a balance between too much talk and too much emotion



Increase children’s ability to self manage their emotions



Knowing how to avoid getting ‘hooked’ by children’s negative emotions

We will discuss factors that impact on a child’s sense of self, including:
• Social Media and its increasing capacity to influence
• Identity, friendships and peer pressure
• Building resilience, and creating trust and openness in the home

Date

Thursday 22 March 2018

Venue

JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra

Time 7 - 9pm

RSVP

To register please go to https://www.trybooking.com/351033
For more information contact Mimi Zilka 9302 8037

The Speakers
Gracie Balev (Founder & Health Coach, Goodness Gracious Wellness)

COURSE COSTS AND DURATION

Gracie Balev is a health coach, nutritionist, writer and motivational speaker.
Gracie will be sharing her own journey living with an eating disorder, and the
factors that contributed to her downward spiral. She will also share her journey
back to wellness. She has a passion for supporting young people to develop a
healthy respect toward food, their body and relationships.

The course costs $35/pp which includes workshop materials.
The course runs over 3 evenings. In order to get the most out of the workshop, it is important that you are
available to attend all 3 evenings.
TO BOOK AND FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES
https://www.trybooking.com/TQAP E: 123magic@jewishcare.com.au or call Mimi Zilka T: 9302 8037

Marina Passalaris (CEO & Founder Beautiful Minds)

WHAT PARENTS HAVE SAID …
“What a relief to come across a program that preserves the dignity of the child, maintains the self control of both the
parent and the child and is actually easy to remember when memory is the first thing to go!”
“I realized quickly that the 1-2-3 Magic can be a magnificent preventative measure that any parent can use to avoid
raising a child, who later down the line, needs excessive discipline or grows out of control.”

Marina Passalaris, is the CEO and founder of Beautiful Minds, a leading provider
of self-esteem and confidence education workshops for pre-teen and adolescent
girls and boys. Marina will share her insights in this area, providing practical
strategies to support your child to develop greater confidence and self-esteem
around body image.

WHO’S RUNNING IT?
JewishCare’s Manager of Family Support, Robyn Bernitz and Manager of Youth Services, Mimi Zilka will
be running the workshop. Both have extensive experience working with children and adolescents, and are
accredited trainers of the Parentshop ‘1-2-3 Magic & Emotion Training’ program.

Panel Q&A
Gracie Balev, Marina Passalaris, Dr Karen Spielman (GP, Private Practice and Headspace BJ)

This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner. www.parentshop.com.au
JewishCare is a member of the
JCA family of organisations

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660 W www.jewishcare.com.au
Find us on

(JewishCareNSW)

JewishCare is a member of the
JCA family of organisations

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660 W www.jewishcare.com.au
Find us on

(JewishCareNSW)

Community

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

