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Like us on Facebook
“If you can’t beat
‘em – join ‘em”.
KTC has now
officially joined the
Facebook
generation. We have now established
our “official” page which will be regularly updated with news and events
and reports on current KTC news.
Please go to www.facebook.com/

notifications to your phone.
• Photos, articles, updates and notices
to your phone.
• Newsletter and school calendar on
your phone.
We will continue to send emails and
to print out hard copies of the
newsletter for those who prefer this,
however, the convenience of having

KesserTorahCollege to “like us” and
spread the word about the wonderful
school we have.

all school notifications so easily 		
accessible will certainly help us all in
this very busy life we lead.

This is such an exciting and busy
place, and it really is hard to keep up
with what’s going on each day.
Hopefully, our new Facebook page
will help showcase what we do and
represent who and what we are.

Our communications manager, Ryan
Scheftz has provided an easy, user
friendly guide on how to download
and access the Schoolbag App (see
the next page).

In addition, and in an effort to
improve our communication with
you, our parents and students, we
are going to re-energise the College’s
‘Skoolbag’ App.

The three weeks, leading to Tisha B
‘Av is known as Bein HaMeitzarim
(between the Boundaries or
Limitations or “Straights”). If one looks
at the Hebrew word for “Meitzarim”,
and rearranges the vowels
underneath the word, you actually
get the word ”Mitzryaim” ( Egypt).
When we were freed from Mitzrayim,
we were liberated from those
limitations that held us back from
progressing spiritually.

The College has had Skoolbag for a
while now, but we have not properly
utilised it as part of our communication mechanisms.
So now, we are going to re-activate
our Schoolbag potential. This means:
• No more hand delivered forms and
excursion notices.
• No more pesky, irritating
“permission slips” to download.
• Convenient “click and send” facility.
• Instant messages, alarms or urgent

…………………………..

In the same way, the three weeks (Bein
Hameitzarim) give us an opportunity
to self-reflect and introspect in order
to transcend those boundaries or limitations that are preventing you from
growing spiritually. And yet, while
Tisha B’Av is a tragic day of mourning

and loss, it is also a day of hope: hope that
we can and will have the capacity to
overcome our spiritual obstacles to
become the kind of people we were
always intended to be – and it is for this
reason we are told that the day of Tisha
B’Áv is also the day on which Mashiach
will be born.
Let us all use these nine days and the day
of Tisha B’ Av itself to reflect on how we
can partner with Hashem in improving
the world. This is a time to increase our
Tz’dakah; our acts of Chessed and our
relationships with each other.

Shabbat Shalom. Good Shabbos.
Roy Steinman
College Principal

The Next Three Weeks at KTC
Week 3
Mon

31 - July

Erev Tisha B'Av (dismissal 2:40pm)

Tue

1 - Aug

No school for BHS (BINA
programme from 9:45am)
Primary School normal dismissal
GHS dismissal 1pm

Wed

2 - Aug

ICAS English Competition

Mon

7 - Aug

15 Av: Tu B'Av

Thu

10 - Aug

School Photo Day

14 - Aug

Year 12 Trial HSC Exams Commence

Week 4

Elevate Talk Year 12G

Week 5
Mon

Science Week
Elevate Talk Year 11G
Tue

15 - Aug

ICAS Mathematics Competition

Dvar Torah
The wisest of all men – Shlomo Hamelech says in Mishlei - Reprove not a scorner lest he hate you; reprove a wise man and
he will love you.

The simple meaning of these words are that there is no point rebuking or reprimanding a scoffer because he won’t
listen to you anyways and this will just cause him to hate you. A wise man however will see rebuke and criticism as an
opportunity to grow and he will love you for it.

The great 16 th century kabbalist Rabbi Yeshaya Halevi Howowitz, known as the Shalah Hakodosh explains that there is
another sublime message in these words: Shlomo Hamelech is teaching one how to rebuke or criticize: If you rebuke a
person in a way that makes him feel bad about himself – where he is looked at by the rebuker as a scoffer, a scorner, a
joke then you will not succeed and in fact he will just come to hate you. If however you make him feel good about himself, telling him what a wise and fine person he is and incidentally let him know that certain behaviours are unbecoming
of someone like him then he will take the criticism seriously and he will love you for it.

This week we start reading the last of the 5 books of the Torah – the book of Devarim. Almost the entire book is the final
speech that Moshe Rabbeinu delivered to the Jewish people just before his passing. Part of the speech includes words of
rebuke where Moshe admonishes his people for some of their behaviour throughout the 40 years in the desert thereby
making them ready for a new commitment to the Torah upon entering Eretz Yisrael. But we find that in rebuking them
- this greatest of all teachers - employs precisely the same effective strategy as taught by Shlomo Hamelech. Firstly –
Moshe Rabbeinu makes no explicit mention of their misdeeds, he only alludes to them by mentioning the places where
they occurred or by referring to them in a very general way. Secondly – As the Midrash points out- even these words of
subtle rebuke are said incidentally in the context of a blessing. This is evident from how Moshe concludes his words of
refined rebuke by heaping praise upon the Jewish people telling them how “God, has multiplied you, and behold, you
are today as the stars of the heavens in abundance” and how the “God of your forefathers will add to you a thousandfold
as many as you are, and may He bless you, as He spoke concerning you!”

One of the foremost duties of any parent and teacher is to instruct children to do the right thing. Sometimes this means
that one needs to express disapproval for a child’s behaviour and sometimes this may even mean that a child needs to
be admonished for his/her conduct. But there is a very precise way in which this needs to be done. If it is done in a very
direct way where the entire focus of the conversation are the words of admonishment then the child will end up feeling
that nothing that he does can find favour in his teacher or parent’s eyes. The child will feel degraded and this will do
little to build a positive relationship between parent/teacher and child. If however it is done correctly in the manner
prescribed by Shlomo Hamelech and practiced by Moshe Rabeinu - through praising the qualities of the child and incidentally alluding to other behaviours that are just unsuitable for the fine character of the child – then the child will take
the words to heart and it will lead to a deeper and more effective relationship between parent/teacher and child.

Early Learning Centres
Road Saftey in The CRELS

This week the children inspired our
learning about Road Safety.
The CRELS children engaged so
positively in their imaginative play
and took on many roles and went on
many adventures. The children set up
many transport scenarios with car,
bus, train and plane travel.
It began with the children packing a
car and going on a picnic, this
extended to plane travel with many
transport songs being sung.
As the children kept revisiting this role
playing we extended this interest in
all areas of our curriculum.
The children played transport lotto
games where road safety was
discussed while the children matched
their cards.

In our language area, we read the
stories “The Car Ride”, “Mr Gumpy’s
Motor Car” and “Safe Journeys with
the Yuluwirri Children.” The stories led
to dramatic play experiences where
we put on our seat belts and drove to
the park and then walked
safely holding hands as we walked
and crossed the roads after stopping,
looking, listening and looking again
to ensure the road was safe to cross.

with a chalk pedestrian crossing and
displayed road signs for the children to
follow.

The Road Safety studies extended
into our creative arts with the children
creating a collaborative transport
collage as well as a roller painting
pedestrian crossing.

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense
of wellbeing (increasingly cooperate and
work collaboratively with others)

The childrens interest then extended
to our outdoor area where we put up
road signs, created a new bike track

The CRELS children learnt so much about
staying safe whether it be walking with
their families, sitting safely in the car and
playing at the park and school.
Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense
of Identity (explore different identities
and pints of view in dramatic play)

Vanessa McCarthy

Early Learning Centres
Learning about the Body in the Menorah Class

In recent weeks, the Menorah
children have been busy learning

dren loved learning about the lungs,
skin and bones. We even learnt about

making a mock vegetable garden in the
classroom using a large tray, sand (to

about the body, health, nutrition and
food, as we explore our physicality.

the passage of the food through the
body once we eat. This sparked many
interesting questions from the
children.

represent the soil) and lots of little fruits
and vegetables which they had created
using art and craft materials. Finally, last
week we were all excited to make a big
pot of vegetable soup together which
was devoured by the children and 		
Morahs for afternoon tea. We noticed
that even those children who are not
usually receptive to eating vegetables
were willing to give our delicious 		
creation a try.

We started our exploration of this
topic by getting the children to work
in small groups and trace around each
other’s bodies. This worked on our
verbal communication skills,
teamwork and creative skills. The
children added hair, facial features
and clothing to the bodies. We completed learning activities where we
counted each of our body parts and
practiced writing each number – a
continuation of our early numeracy
learning. We branched out onto the
topic of senses. Through literature,
we learnt about the different parts of
the body and how they work. The chil-

With food being such a vital part of
our physical health, we started
learning about the different food
groups as we made our own version
of the healthy food pyramid (on
dinner plates). The children learnt
about proteins, grains, fruits/
vegetables and dairy foods as well as
how many of each we should be
eating each day. In conjunction with
this, we have been practicing
the brachot for each of the foods in
order to tie our knowledge all
together. The children had lots of fun

This has been such a learning adventure
in the Menorah class and it is still 		
continuing, as we learn how to take good
care of our bodies and make them strong
and healthy.
Morah Rachel, Morah Hedva and
Morah Shani

Early Learning Centres
Diary Dates

Happy Birthday

31 July: Erev Tisha B’ Av ECC and CRELS close at 2.40pm

Toby Kaiserblueth who turned 3 this week

12 - 20 August: Science week (We would love your suggestions and ideas to support this week)

Shneur Bloom who turned 5 this week
Pearl Moss who turned 5 this week

14 - 16 August: School photos with Sandpit 		
photographers

Rutti Ben David who turned 4 this week

18 - 25 August: Book Week

Class of the Week

21 - 27 August: Keep Australia Beautiful Week

CRELS & Menorah

31 August: Family and Friends Afternoon Tea

Mazel Tov
Morah Christine’s engagement (Torah Room)
Morah Ettaleah’s son’s Bar Mitzvah (Dreidel Room)
Morah Chaya’s daughter’s engagement (Dreidel Room)

Arrival and Departures from the Early Learning Centres
A friendly reminder to all parents and family members that arrivals and departures are very busy times for the educators. The
educators need to ensure that all children that are enrolled at the centres are safe at all times, therefore can I please remind you
that primary children need to stay outside the gates whilst their younger siblings are being picked up or dropped off; and also
if parents could avoid prams blocking the door ways to ensure a clear pathway for all trying to enter and leave the rooms. Your
cooperation would be greatly appreciated by all our educators.

Pick up by siblings
It is important that all families are aware of our policy on pick-ups by siblings. No sibling is to pick up a child from the CRELS. As
for the ECC, a 12 year old can pick up for the car park and a 16 year old can pick up for the bus.

Eulalia Verde

Primary School
Welcome Back
Welcome back, I hope that you had a wonderful break and had some time to spend as a family. The end of last term was
very busy and we look forward to another busy and productive Term 3.
Lap-a-thon
Fun was had by everyone at our Lap-a-thon which was held in the last week of school. Students, teachers, parents and
grandparents enjoyed running, walking and skipping their way around the oval. The Year 6 students added some bonus
activities such as egg and spoon, sack and 3-legged races to the agenda. The students have one final task to complete
and that is, to return the lap-a-thon forms and the money they have raised from their sponsors. To be eligible for the
fundraising prizes please return the form and money by Friday August 4 2017.

Predicted Costs
After some feedback from parents we have developed ‘Predicted Costs’ for Primary students for the remainder of the year.
In the coming days you will receive a letter with the predicted costs for each year level for the remainder of this academic
year. These projected costs have been provided to enable you to plan for the times when students are required to bring
some extra money to school for things such as excursions, incursions, tuckshops, mufti days and other school events. We
have attempted to be as accurate as possible with the costs and have tried to include everything though there may be an
occasion where an activity has been missed and we will endeavour to provide you with this information as soon as possible.

Primary School
Book Week
Book Week will be held in Week 6 of this term. Parents and students are invited to participate in our Book Week
parade which will be held on the morning of Wednesday 23rd August at 9:15am. This year’s theme is ‘Escape to
Everywhere’. Children are invited to dress-up in a character from their favourite book, keeping this theme in mind. Like
last year, we ask children to bring a copy of their book to school on the day. During Book Week, we will also be running a
Book Fair where you will have the opportunity to purchase books for yourself or to donate to our school library. Look
out for more information in the coming weeks.
Leading up to book week we will be seeking volunteers to help with the book fair amongst other activities. Should you
be able to volunteer even a small amount of time please contact me.
Noelene Bellingham												
Head of Primary

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017
Dear Parents,
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this program we will be able to get
new educational resources for our school/early learning centre – and all we need you to do is shop for your groceries at
Woolworths.
From Wednesday 26th July to Tuesday 19th September or while stock lasts, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn
Stickers. You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards).
Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the
Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school (found in the foyer).
At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of
items ideal for our students – including resources for Maths, English, Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts &
Craft, Sport and for our library. If you’d like to know more visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn

Year 1 Integrated Unit
As part of our Integrated Unit of Study, Year 1 read the book "Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge" by Mem Fox. We
explored the idea of memories from the past. Students brainstormed different memories they had from their own
childhood and then produced a dramatic representation of the memory.
Janine Davidowitz

Primary School

Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av Awards
Year
KA
KB
1A
1B
2G
3G
4G
5G
6G
2B
3B
4B
5B
6B

Derech Eretz Award
Felix Gold
Chloe Vogel
Meir Itkin
Talia Elias
Chaya Mushka Milecki
Meirav Shellim
Rosie Kastel
Leah Tuvel
Dassie Krebs
Leib Leinkram
Yonatan Ben David
Nehorai Malka
David Ben David
Aryeh Berkovits

Year
Y K-1
Y 2-6 Boys'
Y 2-6 Girls'

Academic Excellence Award
Yeruchum Kavka
Nosson Schlanger
Shaindel Chation
Yoni Kluwgant
Chaya Ben David
Miriam Lazarus
Racheli Butnaro
Liorah Kessel
Hannah Davis
Pini Althaus
Mendel Moss
Benny Munoz
Amitsur Saar
Mendy Kirovsky

Music Excellence Award
Liora Strauss Yr K
Shlomo Levitan Yr 2
Mia Friedman Yr 2

Primary School
Mishmor After School Learning Program
The objective is to provide learning enrichment for parents who wish to extend their children’s understanding and
appreciations of the Chabad ethos.
Areas of study include: aspects of Chassidus, special days in the Chabad calendar, Pirkei Avos, the 12 pesukim, Chassidic
nigunim (melodies), reading, Chassidic insights into the Yomim Tovim, Rambam (Maimonedes) Sefer haMitzvos, stories
of the Chabad Rebbes, building good character via stories of tzaddikim, learning Tanya off by heart, learning the Mah
Nishtana in Yiddish and more.

*Early bird rate applies if paid by 7 August
•

Children should bring one (1) snack pack on the first day for us to distribute.

•

Payment for Term 3 is due on Monday 7 August by either cash (Rachelle Smith in Reception), cheque (payable to
Rochel Blasenstein) or other agreed payment method.

•

Please collect your children promptly and safely from the front entrance of the school.

														
Contact: Rochel Blasenstein / 0425 371 987 / rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Boys' Torah Club is Back
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, Sundays			

Where: KTC

Dates: Years K to 3 – 23 July until 17 September 		

Bring: Snack, drink bottle, coin for tzedaka

Years 4 to 6 – 30July until 17 September
Teachers:

		

Years K – 1		

Mrs R Blasenstein

Years 2 – 3		

Rabbi Y Richter

Years 4 – 6 		

Rabbi Reisenberg

Content: Davening, Pirkei Avos, Derech Eretz Programme, Mishnayas, Gemorah Stories, General Knowledge, Special
(fun and exciting) Yom Tov stations – including craft, drama and Scrapbooking.
Bookings: Mrs Rochel Blasenstein / 0425 371 987 (text or call) / rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au

High School
Staff trip to the Holocaust Museum
The KTC high school staff took a trip to the sydney holocaust museum to learn how we can partner with the museum in
teaching about the holocaust and other jewish history.

Boys' High School
Year 10 Subject Selection Evening
A reminder to Year 10 students that the HSIE Department has six subjects on offer for Stage 6: Ancient History, Business
Studies, Geography, Legal Studies, Modern History and Society and Culture. Students are encouraged to speak to the
HSIE teachers (Mr Hamblin, Ms Phillips, Ms Rutter) as they choose their subjects by the end of Week 5.

Year 7 & 8 Pompeii Exhibition Excursion
Years 7 and 8 boys are reminded to bring in their notes and money for the upcoming visit to the Pompeii Exhibition at
the Australian National Maritime Museum. The Boys’ High School excursion will be on the 16 th of August. The 		
exhibition focuses on a naval rescue mounted by the Roman Empire after the volcanic eruption which destroyed
Pompeii and Herculaneum and contains artefacts from both of these archaeological sites.

Boys' High School
Together for Humanity Guest Speakers
Rabbi Zalman Kastel, from Together for Humanity, and Dominic Wy Kanak, an Indigenous Community Leader and
Waverley Council Member, addressed the Boys’ High School Assembly last Friday, reflecting on the importance of
acknowledging the losses of Indigenous Australians, especially in the days leading to Tisha B’av – not to compare but to
exercise empathy and understanding between different cultural groups in Australia. The boys will also participate in a
program, involving a role-play of the loss of land and cultural identity since 1788, at a later date.
Sandra Rutter

Gimmel Tammuz
On the morning of gimmel tammuz the boys had a breakfast with international guest Rabbi Yossi Lew of Atlanta, USA

On the night of gimmel tammuz a special farbrengen was held for the BHS with Rabbi Levi Gourarie.
Rabbi Chaiton
Head of Boy's High School

Boys' High School
Day in Centennial Park
To cap off an excellent semester the BHS enjoyed a bike riding excursion in centennial park.

Daily Chitas Club
Daily student driven chitas club takes place at lunchtime.

Baltimore Boys visit KTC
This past Tuesday we had a learning session and shiur from the Baltimore Boys. For the next 4 weeks they will be coming
in 3 times a week to provide extra learning opportunities for our boys.

Girls' High School
Girls' Production - 'Lost and Found'
At the conclusion of last term, the girls performed brilliantly in the production of "Lost and Found". A DVD is available
and all those students who ordered must bring in their $20 in order to receive it.
Thanks to all the girls for their tremendous effort, whether in choir, dance, choir or backstage. Special thanks to all those
who trained them to shine and produce their best.....Nissa Niasoff, Rachelle Smith, Shosh Gottleib, Jackie Chilchik, Tali
Weinberg, Shevy Feiglin and Devorah Tocker.
Thanks to Liz for all her organization and financial expertise.
Enjoy the collage of photos.
Dvora Moss
Head of Jewish Studies Girls' High School

Girls' High School

Girls' High School
Year 10 Subject Selection Evening
A reminder to Year 10 students that the HSIE Department has six subjects on offer for Stage 6: Ancient History, Business
Studies, Geography, Legal Studies, Modern History and Society and Culture. Students are encouraged to speak to the HSIE
teachers (Mr Hamblin, Ms Phillips, Ms Rutter) as they choose their subjects by the end of Week 5.

Year 7 & 8 Pompeii Exhibition Excursion
Years 7 and 8 girls are reminded to bring in their notes and money for the upcoming visit to the Pompeii Exhibition at the
Australian National Maritime Museum. The Girls’ High School excursion will be on the 8 th of August.

Together for Humanity Program
The Girls’ High School Assembly last Friday featured two guest speakers from Together for Humanity, an organisation
founded to promote inter-cultural understanding. Mr Steinman joined Rabbi Zalman Kastel and Dominic Wy Kanak, an
Indigenous Community Leader and Waverley Council Member, in speaking to the students about the importance of
reconciliation and acknowledging the losses of indigenous Australians since 1788. The focus from Rabbi Kastel was on the
need for Jews to exercise empathy, especially in the days leading to Tisha B’av. Mr Wy Kanak began with an 		
acknowledgement of the country of the Eora and Gadigal peoples, while Rabbi Kastel shared his personal experiences of
working with indigenous communities. In particular, he used a program in a school in the Northern Territory to highlight
the cultural differences in ideas of leadership, which for indigenous peoples is expressed more as the responsibility an individual has to their land and their community.
Following this, separate programs were run for the Years 7 and 8 students and the Years 9 and 10 girls, in which Mr Wy Kanak
explored the impact of colonisation, his own personal history and his role in the political struggles of indigenous Australians. The program focused on a role-play activity to foster empathetic understanding of colonisation from the perspective
of indigenous peoples.

Girls' High School
Gimmel Tammuz
Gimmel Tammuz last term was commemorated in the GHS with a moving assembly, focusing on the theme 'The Rebbe's
Impact'. Students watched a video of a personal story relating the Rebbe's impact on one individual and his path in life.
guest speaker Mrs Malka Richman shared her story and the Rebbe's impact on her decision to become frum. Each student
received a booklet with articles on the Rebbe's legacy and lasting impact on the world.

Shabbaton at North Shore
Last term, high school girls were treated to a 'Pre -production Shabbaton' in the North Shore. The shabaton was coordinated by
captain and vice captain Ayelet Blackman and Nemi Lobel. Old collegian Faigy Niasoff accompanied and greatly enhanced the
experience. girls enjoyed beautiful Shabbos meals, catered by Rimon Catering, divrei Torah, discussions, workshops, singing and
more. On Motzei Shabbos Rebbetzin Fruma Schapiro spoke passionately to the girls, inspiring them in the lead up to Gimmel Tammuz. thank you to North Shore Chabad for hosting our meals and activities and the gracious families who hosted our students.

Program to mark the 'Three Weeks'
Yr 7-10 girls enjoyed a special program on Tuesday, marking the Three Weeks. Students divided into groups, learnt and
discussed different aspects of the Three Weeks. Their challenge was to make it practical and suggest a campaign for the
school- ways to increase in Ahavas Yisroel or learn more about the Beis Hamikdosh. Students voted for the suggestion
they'd like to see happen. Stay tuned for updates!

Girls' High School
Lunch 'n' Learn
First lunch n learn of the term with Year 10.

Informal Education Upcoming Events
•

Looking forward to hosting Yr 11 for a Shabbos meal this week

•

Tisha B'Av event Monday night, look out for details

•

Tisha B'Av school program on Tuesday 8:30-12:30 includes davening, learning, art and volunteering -community
service. It will be a very meaningful way to spend the morning!

•

Exciting new Shabbs afternoon program starting soon, stay tuned for details!

•

Torah and tea has resumed this term!

Chaya Gourarie

News / Announcements
PSG Roster
Monday 31 July

Mazel Tov
AM

Esther Leuchter

PM

Royce Isacowitz

AM

Bloomie Berkovits

PM

Devorah Tockar

Devorah Niasoff
Tuesday 1 August

Wednesday 2 August

Friday 4 August

Eli & Avital Jacobs and Benny and Miriam Jacobs on the
birth of their daughter and granddaughter
Rivka & Shaul Schapiro on the birth of their son

AM
PM

Thursday 3 August

Rabbi Moshe & Rebbetzin Esty Gutnick on the
engagement of their daughter, Fraida to Chaim Asher
Greenberg (Morristown)

Michelle Eisenberg

AM
PM

Rachel Kaiserbluth

AM

Shoshie Kastel

PM

Cara Sacks

!מזל טוב

School Photo Day
School Photo Day is Thursday, 10 August 2017. Students have been given personalised order envelopes. Please complete and
return the envelopes to Reception as soon as possible. If you do not wish to order photos, you are requested to return the
blank envelope.

KTC Family Science Nights

News / Announcements
YG Shluchim Visit

Community

Community

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Our Facebook Page
This is what our Facebook page looks like. Give us a follow and a like to keep up with KTC!

