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KTC Engages with Dershowitz

It is not every day that our students are 
given an opportunity to engage with one of 
the world’s leading Jewish "ambassadors".  
Alan Dershowitz, one of the world’s leading 
advocates for the Jewish people on the 
world stage, visited Sydney and addressed 
nearly four thousand people in 24 hours.  His 
address to the Jewish youth of Sydney took 
place at Moriah College on Monday morning 
this week: a packed hall with representatives 
of Sydney’s Jewish youth from different 
day schools.  Dershowitz not only mapped 
out his vision for Jewish advocacy, but also 
answered a number of pertinent questions 
from the floor, including a provocative and 
insightful question by Levi Deitz of our 
College.  I do take this opportunity to thank 
the UIA for bringing to Sydney speakers of 
the calibre of Dershowitz.  It is so important 
that our students get to meet, see, and hear 
speakers of such significance.  Coming so 
soon after our senior students returned from 
their five-week trip to Israel, the issues con-
fronted by Dershowitz were all too real and 
relevant. 

Purim 2018 was an extraordinary day, 
commencing on Erev Purim with a Megillah 
reading at school and night time fun activi-
ties for Boys’ and Girls’ High Schools.  The 
students and staff entered into the spirit of 
the day, which continued well into the next 
day both on and off campus.  I extend my 
thanks to the Jewish Studies teams from 
Early Learning, Primary School and High 
Schools, for their incredible work, planning 
and coordination.  Weeks in the making, 
the coordination of the day produced what 
many have referred to as the “best Purim at 
KTC”.  This was my first Purim experience at 
KTC (last year Purim took place on Sunday).  
I was blown away by the incredible atmos-
phere, depth of learning, and fun through-
out the day.  Kol Hakavod to all the staff for 
entering into the ruach, for dressing up, and 
for going the extra mile to make it special for 
all our children. 
 
This week we say farewell to the Editor 
of KTC Connections (our weekly  
Newsletter), Ryan Scheftz. Ryan has 
been with the College as our Communica-

tions Manager for just on ten months, and 
has been offered a unique experience in 
New York in the field of Marketing.  Ryan 
re-vamped the weekly Newsletter and gave 
it a touch of class.  He coordinated and 
managed the production of our end-of-year 
Yearbook, the design of our new website 
(soon to be launched) and was the liaison 
between the school, the Australian Jewish 
News and the Sydney Jewish Report.  Ryan 
also launched our Facebook page and our 
Instagram presence.  A graduate of Moriah 
College, Ryan soon became an integral 
member of our Communications Team.  We 
wish him much hatzlacha in his future en-
deavours and thank him for the tremendous 
impact he has made in a very short space 
of time. 
 
I wish all parents, staff and students a 
wonderful Shabbat and a Shushan Purim 
Sameach.

Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos  

Roy Steinman         
College Principal



The Next 3 Weeks at KTC

Week 6

Tue 6 - Mar Girls' Swimming Carnival (Des Renford)

Yr 10B Road Safety Excursion

P&F Wine Sale - Library

Wed 7 - Mar Yr 10G Road Safety Excursion

Vaccinations

Thu 8 - Mar Boys' Swimming Carnival (Des Renford)

Week 7

Tue 13 - Mar ASISSA Swimming Carnival

Yr K Parent Information Night

Yr 7-8 Basketball Gala Day

Thu 15-Mar Boys' Parent Teacher

Fri 16 - Mar National Anti-Bullying Day

Sat 17 - Mar Rosh Chodesh Nissan

Week 8

Mon 19 - Mar Girls' Parent Teacher

Wed 21 - Mar Harmony Day

Fri 23 - Mar Earth Hour Activities

Sat 24 - Mar Earth Hour

Dvar Torah

This week we celebrated Purim, the 
happiest day in the Jewish calendar and 
on this Shabbos we read Parshas Ki Sisa. 
Our Rabbis teach us that when events 
coincide there is an inner, deeper theme 
that links and represents them. The stories 
of Purim and Parshas Ki Sisa deal with 
testing our Emuna and setting things right. 

The story of Purim begins with the Jewish 
people neglecting Mordechai’s instruction 
and joining the festivities of King Achash-
verosh, appeasing a human king instead 
of putting their faith in Hashem. Thus, 
Hashem allowed their fate to be in the 
hands of humans, in effect allowing the 
Jewish people to potentially be destroyed. 
Mordechai interceded and encouraged 
the Jewish people to put their faith in 
Hashem and thus the nation was saved.

Parshas Ki Sisa relates the events that 
occurred after experiencing the greatest 
moment in history, the revelation of 
Hashem on Har Sinai, when He commu-
nicated with all of us as has never been 
experienced before, in that moment, 
Hashem clearly states the fundamental 
principles of our faith that He is the one 
and only G-d, and no other gods should 
be served. Not more than 40 days later 
the Jews created the golden calf and 
served the idol, an act of betrayal 
towards Hashem. Hashem decided to 
destroy the Jewish people and Moshe 
intercedes on their behalf and saved the 
Nation.

In both of the above events, the Jewish 
people took matters in their own hands 
and didn’t reflect on the Torah’s guidance 

of how to react in their respective sit-
uations. This was the mistake of the 
people. Hashem wants us to be humans 
and make our own decisions, but at the 
same time, He wants us to make those 
decisions with the values and guidance of 
Hashem and the Torah. Putting your faith 
in Hashem and the Torah is the secret to 
the survival of our nation.

Have a good Shabbos,

Rabbi Spielman



Early Learning

Connecting with Community

This week thanks to the wonderful effort of Lisa Garlick, our community liaison parent, we 
have had two wonderful opportunities to connect with community.

Our first event took Morah Virginia, Mushky and Ilana to Woollahra library in Double Bay 
for the weekly story telling session. Ilana read two Purim stories and recited the rhyme 
“Three hamantaschens in the baker’s shop” (this was an absolute hit with the children!). 
The children and mothers were entranced with Ilana’s amazing storytelling skills.

A ‘crown’ making opportunity followed the story telling session with lots of jewels and 
beads decorating the children’s creations.

Vicki McGregor, the Acting Community Learning Librarian at Woollahra summed it up 
best when she wrote:

“I just wanted to thank you so much for coming into the library yesterday and present-
ing a very informative and age-appropriate presentation during our Story Time session. 
I heard positive comments from parents that it is ‘good that they are sharing with us 
about different religious celebrations. The children seemed to enjoy decorating their  
crowns- sparkly stickers are always a favourite. Thanks again.”

Crown Making at Woollahra Library



Early Learning
Mum's & Bub's Purim Party

KTC hosted it’s second event, our 'Mums and Bubs Purim Party. It was our most successful Mums and Bubs Party to date. More 
than 50 mums, bubs and grandmothers from the wider community joined us for hamantaschen baking and Purim crafts. The room 
was packed to capacity. Thank you to Mushky Chaiton, Vanessa McCarthy, and all our Early Learning Staff for making this event 
such a success. A special thank you to Morah Adina Levitan for bringing along her guitar.

Is it the look on children’s faces as they watched Dan Druff the Purim performer; the curiosity the children displayed in 
building the Shusahn castle; the pride on the Morahs faces as the children responded with boohs and graggers when 
Haman’s name was mentioned during the reading of the Megillah by Rabbi Winterfeld and the smiles beaming from their 
faces as they dined at Queen Ester and King Achashverosh's table. Finally, the sharing of Mishloach Manots united the 
children in their care and consideration for each other and their Morahs? It is all of the above!

They say that a ‘picture is worth a thousand words’ and these photos below capture the engagement of the children over 
the past few weeks. 

What is Joy?



Early Learning

Orli: I put lights on the castle in case 
the guards come.”

Asher: “We made a castle that has 
little people in it and lots of lights. We 
connected both of the castles with to 
blocks that are bridges.”

Yoni: I built a castle with lights and 
walls.”

‘Hands-on learning’ is one of the methodologies we use to support children’s desire to learn and understand their world. 
This week the children made vegetable muffins and slices. This was a wonderful opportunity to explore mathematical 
and scientific concepts, promote language and social skills (sharing, turn-taking and respecting the efforts and contri-
butions of peers). Whilst our focus is always on the process rather than the product, we have to admit that the ‘product’ 
(zucchini, spinach and tomato muffins) were delicious! We have included the recipe. You might like to make these and 
include one in your child’s school lunch box. Happy healthy eating!

Veggie Week



Early Learning

Thank You

Thank you to Rabbi Milecki for organising Dan Druff for our Purim celebrations; Rabbi Winterfeld for reading the Megillah 
to the Tamar, Rimon and Gefen classes; Morah Mushky who coordinated our Purim celebrations: Talia Bernstein (Elichai’s 
mum)for donating a wonderful flexible ladder for the children to explore (very timely for our focus on encouraging children 
to balance and judge distances) and Aimee Schneider (Noa’s mum) for her book donations.



Primary School

Year 3

The Year 3 students are thoroughly enjoying all their exciting activities this term. Open Day was a wonderful opportunity for 
parents to view the outstanding work the students are doing in their classes. Parents were invited to play games and facilitate 
with exposition writing. This week the students will start their first Mathematics investigation, which should be great fun with 
fantastic learning opportunities.

Parent / Teacher Interviews

Dear Parents,

Please note that there has been a change in advertised dates for parent/teacher interviews:

Thursday 15 March - 2-6 Boys, Years KB, 1A and 1B
Monday 19 March - 2-6 Girls, Years KA, 1A and 1B

4G

 4G complemented their Parshas T’tzave by making one of the clothes of the Kohen Godol - the M’il!



Primary School
Purim in Torah Club

Torah Club had a big hamentashen bake last Sunday in preparation for Purim!

The children worked on different arts and crafts for Purim. They really got into the spirit of Purim!



Primary School
Children got to hear of Mrs. E. Hirshowitz’s personal experience of seeing the ruins of Achashverosh’s palace and tge kevarim 
of Mordechai and Esther.

Mishmor

This week marked the Yahrtzeit of the Rogetchover Gaon. The mishmor boys Years 4-6 got to see the correspondence that the 
Rebbe had with the Rogethover Gaon.

Year 4G Excursion to COA

4G had the privilege of visiting the elderly and putting on a Purim Shpiel and Songs! The girls performed amazingly BH!



Primary School
Purim in Primary



High School 

Parent / Teacher Interviews

Please note: we have changed the Boys' Parent / Teacher Evening to: Thursday 15 March (5:00 - 8:00 pm)

The Girls' Parent Teacher is unchanged, on Monday 19 March (5:00 - 8:00 pm).

Please note that it is important that your children are present at the Parent-Teacher meeting in order to hear feedback from 
their teachers, with their parents. This is an integral part of the School-Parent-Student relationship.  

High School Awards Assemblies

As a result of the Israel Tour with our Years 9 and 10 students at the end of 2017, we did not proceed with our usual End of 
Year Speech Night.  We will be holding a speech night at the end of 2018, to present awards for the 2018 academic year.

Students who have won awards in respect of the 2017 academic year, will be presented with their Awards at a special 
"Awards Assembly" as follows:

Friday 9 March 2018

Girls' 9.00am in the GHS Hall
Boys' 11.00am in the BHS Hall 

We will be contacting those parents whose children are due to receive an award, so that you can join us to celebrate your 
child's achievement with the school.



Boys' High School 

On Monday, our Years 10-12 students joined students from the other Jewish Day schools in Sydney to hear  “Defender of Israel” 
Professor Alan Dershowitz speak.

Alan Dershowitz

Stage Four and Five Geography 

In Stage Four and Five Geography we are currently completing ‘Water in the World’ and ‘Sustainable Biomes’. Both topics have 
been fascinating as we have explored humanity’s capacity and ability to sustainably manage and protect the global environment, 
resources, habitats and biological diversity. I have been particularly proud of our students’ ability to use electronic resources to 
engage in project-based learning, and at times reaching incredibly insightful conclusions.

Geography

History

The Year 7 Boys have enjoyed learning the basics of historical analysis, such as the use of sources, dating methods, and the im-
portance of conserving the past. While doing so, they have discovered well-known historical figures including: Egyptian Pharaoh 
Tutankhamun and the Copper Age shepherd Otzi the Iceman.

The Year 10 Boys have focused on the role of Australia in the Cold War, and in particular the deployment of Australian troops to 
Vietnam in the 1960s. They have examined the representation of the Vietnam War in popular culture and assessed the accuracy 
of fictional portrayals.

It is also exciting to have the continuing and enjoyable Year 11 Legal Studies class. The class is moving through the material well, 
with focus on the sources and major principles of Australian Law.



Boys' High School 

Purim in BHS

BHS musical performance and reading of the Megillah for the residents of the Montefourie.

The BHS packed and handed out over 120 Mishloach Manos on their mivtzoim routes. They also read the Megillah in a 
number of places including arranging a full lunch and Megillah reading for businessmen in Bondi Junction.  More pictures to 
follow next week...



Girls' High School 

Geography

Stage Four and Five Geography

In Stage Four and Five Geography we are currently completing ‘Water in the World’ and ‘Environmental Change and Man-
agement’. Both topics have been fascinating as we have explored humanity’s capacity and ability to sustainably manage and 
protect the global environment, resources, habitats and biological diversity. I have been particularly proud of our students’ ability 
to use electronic resources to engage in project-based learning, and at times reaching incredibly insightful conclusions.

Stage Five Commerce

In Stage Five Commerce we are currently completing ‘Consumer Choice’. The topic has been fascinating as we have explored 
our role as consumers in an increasingly globalised and ever-changing world. Our students’ once again have demonstrated 
their ability to use electronic resources to engage in project-based learning.

Stage Six Geography

Year 12 Geography have started to investigate the nature, character and spatial distribution of human populations and set-
tlements, and examine the impacts that economic, technological, social and environmental change is having in Sydney. Our 
students ultimately gaining valuable insight into both the human and physical mechanisms of our increasingly globalised and 
ever changing planet.  

The year is off to a flying start. Business Studies students have begun investigating key issues relating to effective management 
of business, including the 'KFC chicken debacle'. The current Year 12 topic is business operations and the best example of 
‘logistics gone wrong’ was when KFC closed some stores in the UK due to a supplier failing to deliver their key ingredient! 

Using real life examples and personal experiences to illustrate lessons learned in class, assists in cementing key concepts. 
Discussing news stories and the latest headlines is a great way to help students to stay on top of current affairs.  

Both Year 11 and year 12 students have been given their assessment tasks for the term. Some basic steps to stay on top of 
assessment tasks include; putting the due date in the diary; allocating 20 minutes to understand the task and brainstorm ideas. 
Breaking down the task is also essential so that students don’t feel overwhelmed. It also provides them with a sense of achieve-
ment as they are completing a set of smaller tasks along the way. 

Business Studies



Girls' High School 

GHS Thanks Dvora Moss

Last week, the Girls' High School threw an assembly thanking Dvora Moss for over 40 years of teaching, mentoring and being 
the head of Jewish Studies in the GHS. She had an incredible impact on all of their school careers, which was expressed 
through their gratitude filled thank you.

History

The Year 7 Girls have enjoyed learning the basics of historical analysis, such as the use of sources, dating methods, and the im-
portance of conserving the past. While doing so, they have discovered such well-known historical figures as the Egyptian Pharaoh 
Tutankhamun and the Copper Age shepherd Otzi the Iceman.

The Year 9 Girls have focused on the making of the modern world, and in particular the causes and effects of the Industrial  
Revolution. They have examined the enormous changes wrought on European and world history by these events, and the 
economic, political and social effects.

Modern History

Stage 6 History has hit the ground running for 2018 in the Girls’ High School. The Year 12 Ancient History class has recently 
completed its study of Pompeii and Herculaneum with a focus on ethical issues and the impact of new research technologies. The 
remainder of this term will be spent on the mysterious history of the Ancient Greek society of Sparta, allowing students to explore 
the gaps between written and archaeological remains of a society which left very little of either. In addition, the Year 11 Modern 
History class has commenced studying their first topic, the Nature of Modern History, with their first case study on the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. Assessment tasks will soon be handed out to both classes.

Photo: Year 11 Modern History students clarifying their understanding of different political ideologies. 



Girls' High School 

Girls Share Israel Trip Experiences

During assembly, students Shayneh Ray and Tiffy Malka shared some experiences from their Israel trip and their newfound 
appreciation for giving back to the community.

Date: 8/3/18
Time: 2.00-2.40pm
Description: Year 11 Art - Resin Workshop
Guest: Presenter from S&S Wholesales
Host: Melanie Waugh

Year 11 Art - Resin Workshop

Hamentashen Baking

On Wednesday Years 8, 9, and 10 girls had a fabulous time getting in the spirit of Purim with a magnificent Hamentashen Bake. 
The girls mixed, filled and shaped some spectacular Hamentashen!



Girls' High School 

The traditional Girls’ High School staff skit this year performed 'Shoshie in Wonderland', written by Ms Rutter, in which a new 
KTC student was introduced to staff and students by her ‘buddy’, The White Rabbit.

This year’s cast included experienced performers such as Mrs Moss, Mrs Behar and Ms Srage, as well as new recruits such 
as Ms Henry and Ms Michael and alumni Miss Niasoff, crossing the floor from audience to performer as The March Hare. A 
big thank you to Narrator, Mr Davids, the crew, Mr Smith and the rest of the cast:

Shoshie – Ms Kruit
The White Rabbit – Ms Phillips
The Chessed Cat – Ms Henry
The Mad Hatter – Ms Waugh
The March Hare – Miss Niasoff
The Queen of Hearts – Ms Srage
The King of Hearts – Mrs Moss
The Knave of Hearts - Rabbi Rapoport
Students on crutches (at least four) – Mrs Behar,  
Ms Okati, Ms Michael, Ms Rutter
Hysterical students screaming in the corridor (as many as 
possible) – Amelia Phillips, Mrs Fox, Ms Rutter
Narrator - Mr Davids

Staff Purim Skit in the GHS

Purim in GHS



News / Announcements

PSG Roster

Monday 5 March AM Sue Sonnenshein

PM Devorah Niasoff

Tuesday 6 March AM Rod da Silva

PM Zvi Teichtahl

Wednesday 7 March AM

PM Michelle Eisenberg

Thursday 8 March AM Marvin Josman

PM

Friday 9 March AM Misty Miller

PM Sara Eichenblatt

Community
Dear Parents,

Please note that there will be a P&F meeting 
held on Friday 9 March at 8:30am in the 
Library.

Thanks

KTC held a Mum’s Pre Purim Party last Thursday in our very own MPH.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 150 women that came and 
supported the KTC P&F and danced the night away.

We would also like to thank all the local businesses for their generosity and 
contribution. Without their support, the party would not have been so successful!

Glicks, Krinskys, Pita Mix, Jesse’s, Medani Bakery, Goulburn Wines, Best Life 
Health and Fitness, Intershape Salon, Make up by Shaina, Gold Elements, 
Josef Raskin Real Eastate, Bella Pierre, Sharron Vogel Notary, DJ Liora and 
Sincolpa DJ’s.

May Hashem bless you all with continued success!

P & F 

KTC Mum's Pre Purim Party



JewishCare is a member of the 
JCA family of organisations

A three-session program to help parents and carers (of children 2-12 years) to 
manage their children’s behaviour and build their child’s emotional resourcefulness

VENUE:  JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra (free parking available) 

DATES:  Tuesdays 6th, 13th, 20th March
 TIME: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

AIMS

 Provide parents the skills to take action in difficult-to-manage parenting situations

 Determine how to choose the best strategy – Do nothing, listen or act?

 Create a balance between too much talk and too much emotion

 Increase children’s ability to self manage their emotions

 Knowing how to avoid getting ‘hooked’ by children’s negative emotions

COURSE COSTS AND DURATION 

The course costs $35/pp which includes workshop materials.   

The course runs over 3 evenings. In order to get the most out of the workshop, it is important that you are 
available to attend all 3 evenings.

TO BOOK AND FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 

https://www.trybooking.com/TQAP  E:  123magic@jewishcare.com.au or call Mimi Zilka T: 9302 8037  

WHAT PARENTS HAVE SAID …

“What a relief to come across a program that preserves the dignity of the child, maintains the self control of both the 
parent and the child and is actually easy to remember when memory is the first thing to go!”

“I realized quickly that the 1-2-3 Magic can be a magnificent preventative measure that any parent can use to avoid 
raising a child, who later down the line, needs excessive discipline or grows out of control.”

WHO’S RUNNING IT?

JewishCare’s Manager of Family Support, Robyn Bernitz and Manager of Youth Services, Mimi Zilka will 
be running the workshop. Both have extensive experience working with children and adolescents, and are 
accredited trainers of the Parentshop ‘1-2-3 Magic & Emotion Training’ program.

This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner.   www.parentshop.com.au

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660  W www.jewishcare.com.au

1-2-3 MAGIC®  
& EMOTION COACHING
PARENT WORKSHOP

You are in good hands

Find us on (JewishCareNSW)  

Community

AFTER 
SCHOOL 
SOCCER 
 CLASSES

w w w . g o l a c o . c o m . a u   
h e l l o @ g o l a c o . c o m . a u

.  

Our outstanding soccer program 
encourages kids to get active in a fun 
and energetic environment. 

Boys and Girls ages 3-12 

Weekly sessions   

Classes at Duddley Page Reserve

Contact us to book your no obligation Free Trial  

B O O K  N O W

We focus on skills training to 
improve balance, agility 
and confidence. 



Community

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

proudly present

B’Yachad
A Ladies’ Evening of Song

Starring

Tessa Rosenberg    |    Lisa Nailand    |    Esther Leuchter

and also featuring

Women in Harmony and KTC Girls’ Choir

Tuesday, 13th March 2018

Kehillat Kadimah 666 Old South Head Road

at 7:30pm – doors open 7:00pm

Tickets: $25   |   Student/Concession: $15

All proceeds to go towards the re-opening of Mikvah Aziza

Light supper will be served

in conjunction with

s"xc


