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Prime Minister opens The Sam Moss Library
Roy Steinman
College Principal

We were privileged 
to have the new Sam 
Moss Library official-

ly opened by the Honourable Malcolm 
Turnbull, MP, Prime Minister of Australia 
and the Member for Wentworth today.

We thank the Australian Government and 
the Moss family, without whose support 
and generosity, we could never have 
brought our vision to reality.

Our students now have a first class, 21st 
Century facility, which will enhance their 
learning environment.  And how apt it is that 
our library is named after such a person 

as the late Sam Moss, zt’’l.  An Auschwitz 
survivor, who lived to the age of 90, Sam 
dedicated his time and resources to sup-
porting education, both here in Australia 
and in Israel.  He received an Honorary 
Doctorate from Tel Aviv University for his 
incredible support of the University and 
was a prodigious donor to many Australian 
communal organizations, and specifically 
to Jewish Schools – because he believed 
passionately in Jewish education and 
Jewish continuity.

I know that the students and teachers 
who use our wonderful new facilities will 
internalize the generosity of spirit that has 
given birth to today’s achievements and that 
they too will carry with them those values 
of “community” which are so vital for the 

continuity of our heritage, as we pass this 
on, from one generation to the next.

In this way, our children, who are the ben-
efactors of this vision, become the leaders 
and visionaries of tomorrow.

At this time, I wish all staff, parents and 
students a relaxing break, as we close 
Term One. 

We look forward to welcoming students 
back for the first day of Term 2, on Tuesday, 
1 May.

Shabbat Shalom. Good Shabbos.



Dvar Torah

There is a fascinating episode in this week’s  Parsha from which 
we can learn a powerful lesson.  As the Mishkan becomes oper-
ational, it is marred by the death of Aharon’s two sons.

The children of Aharon are consumed by a fire after entering the 
Mishkan to bring a Korban.  Why were Nadav and Avihu, the 
sons of Aharon, punished with sudden death?  According to R’ 
Yishmael (Vayikra Rabbah 12:1), they died because they entered 
the Mishkan under the influence of alcohol, as is shown by G-d’s 
immediate warning to Aharon and his surviving sons to hold 
back from drinking wine before entering the Mishkan.

The Midrash relates a parable of a king who once found his 
aide entering an inn.  The king executed him without a word, 
and appointed another aide in his place. “It might not have been 
obvious at first why the first aide was put to death,” explains the 
Midrash, “but when the king instructed the new aide, ‘Do not 
enter the doors of an inn,’ the cause for the first aide’s execution 
became obvious.”

Rashi (on Vayikra 10:2) mentions R’ Yishmael’s explanation and 
refers us to the parable: “This is analogous to a king who had a 
domestic aide etc., as taught in Vayikra Rabbah.”  Though he 
does not quote the parable in full, Rashi draws the attention to 
its opening words, thereby addressing the most troubling issue 
raised by R’ Yishmael’s explanation: How could G-d punish 
Nadav and Avihu for entering the Mishkan while intoxicated, if 
they had never been instructed otherwise?  The warning not to 
drink wine before entering the Mishkan was told to Aharon imme-
diately after their deaths, but not before.

To explain, Rashi emphasizes that the Midrashic parable relates 
Nadav and Avihu to the king’s trusted aide.  Even though he was 
not warned, the aide is held accountable for actions because 
as a member of the king’s household he should have intuitively 
sensed that his actions was against the king’s wishes.

The same is true of Nadav and Avihu, of whom G-d told Moshe, 
“Through those nearest to Me I will be sanctified” (10:3).  Even if 
entering the Mishkan after drinking wine had not yet been explic-
itly forbidden, the appropriate manner of behaviour should have 
come to Nadav and Avihu intuitively.

As Parents, when our speech, thought and actions are 
expressed in a refined manner, this filters down to our children 
and serves as a role model for the way they are supposed to act. 

Have a good Shabbos,
Rabbi  Barber

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC

Week 1 Tuesday 1 May KTC Term 2 Starts
Primary (Anzac) Assembly

Thursday 3 May Lag B'Omer
Friday 4 May High School Long (Anzac) Assemly

Starlight Day
Week 2 Monday 7 May Year 7 Boys' Orientation

Tuesday 8 May Year 7 Girls' Orientation
Parent Information Evening (Year 7 2019) 7.30pm in the Boys' Hall

Wednesday 9 May Primary Cross Country
Friday 11 May Generation Sinai

Week 3 Monday 14 May Primary Assembly
Tuesday 15 May Rosh Chodesh Sivan

NAPLAN commences
Friday 18 May Early Learning Walk Safely to School Day

Special Mention

Special acknowledgement and thank you to Mr Isacowitz 
for appropriately identifying and responding to

"a person of interest" at afternoon pickup
 on Monday 26 March.

Thank you to our Parents, Staff and Students
for your ongoing vigilance.

Adam Lewis, Security



Early Learning
The Model Seder

After preparing and learning about the 
Pesach Seder for the weeks leading up to 
Pesach, the children in the ECC and CRELS 
were delighted to have the chance to partici-
pate in their own Model Seder.  

The children arrived at school dressed in their Yom Tov clothes 
and got straight to work getting ready for the Seder.  

They peeled the eggs, chopped the potatoes, grated the  apples, 
mixed the charoses and set the beautiful seder tables.

The highlight of the day was seeing the joy on the children's 
faces as they sipped the grape juice, crunched on the Matzah 
and sang the Mah Nishtana.  

We are sure they gave all their families so much Nachas as they 
participated in their family pesach sedarim! 
Mrs Chaiton, Ms McCarthy



Early Learning

When Children are the Teachers

When we view children as capable, knowledgable and experi-
enced, we open the door for them to expand on these attributes 
and provide opportunities for the children to share their capabili-
ties with others.  This is called peer mentoring.  

The 'soccer match' and 
block building this week 
were wonderful examples 
of children teaching 
children.
Ms Aghan, Director

Farewell

Mrs Ettie Abisedon  leaves
the Early Learning Centre 
on Friday 13 April.

We would like to thank her
for her contribution to KTC 
and wish her well
in her new journey 
as a Grandmother.

Uniform Shop

Please note that the Uniform Shop
wil be OPEN during the School Holidays

on
Tuesday 24 April 2018 | 9 Iyar 5778

9.30am until 11.30am

Anne Reid

New Child Care Package
- Transition for Families

On 2 July 2018, the Child Care Subsidy and Additional Child 
Care Subsidy will replace the current child care fee assistance 

payments.  Child Care Subsidy will be paid directly to your 
approved child care provider(s) to reduce the fees you pay.

In April 2018, all families currently in receipt of Child Care Benefit 
and/or Child Care Rebate for approved care will receive a Centre-

Link letter about transitioning to the Child Care Subsidy.

You should follow the instructions in your letter and go online to 
complete your Child Care Subsidy assessment or claim for Child 

Care Subsidy as soon as possible.



Primary
Year K

What a term it has been for Year K!  The students have all done 
a fantastic job at settling into their new routines at school and 
have really enjoyed their new learning environment.

This term the students have been introduced to many new 
concepts in the areas of literacy, numeracy, science and history.
     

No matter what the subject or 
learning focus is though, you will 
always see a classroom full of enthu-
siastic and active learners. 
     There has been a strong focus 
on creating a multi-sensory learning 
environment across the General 
Studies curriculum.  This means that lessons are taught in a way 
that engages more than one sense at a time, specifically sight, 
hearing, movement and touch.  Multi-sensory instruction affords 
students the opportunity to experience various ways to make 
connections and learn new concepts. 

In Literacy, the first area of focus was developing 
students’ phonological awareness skills as the 
first stepping stones towards reading and writing.  
They participated in many hands-on activities 
such as the use of slinkies, tokens and marbles 
to practise the segmentation and blending of 
phonemes (sounds). 
     Next, they were introduced to the Term’s 
phonemes.  Again 
multi-sensory tasks were 
met with enthusiasm as 
the students made the 
connections between 
the graphemes (letters) 
and phonemes through 
the use of play dough, 
writing in salt boxes, and 
wet paintbrushes on the 
outdoor chalk walls.  
     Finally, the students 
were then able to start to 
blend these phonemes to 
make words. 
     A particular highlight for the students was the outdoor PE style 
session in which they participated in relays and ball activities to 
develop their blending skills. 
     

In Numeracy classes students have used the multisensory 
resource Numicon to develop their number identification and 
addition skills. We have used real life examples to understand 
the concept of addition and data. Students also enjoyed making 
their own 3D graph that demonstrated their different lunchbox 
patterns.  The 
students have 
all shown great 
progress and can’t 
wait for the next 
term ahead!
Ms Perch



Primary School

4G working hard on their Divrei Torah for the Seder.

Working on their haggadas for the Seder.

4G enjoyed a model seder where each 
girl received a Seder plate, grape juice 
and gluten-free matzo.  They went 
through the Simanei Haseder and 
recited the many Divrei Torah that they 
learned.  The girls ended off the Seder 
dancing to L’Shana Haba’a B’Yerusha-
layim
Mrs Blasenstein

4G

Coles for Sport

The 'Coles for Sport' promotion is now finished.  If you have any 
vouchers at home, please send them to the school as soon as 
possible so that we can begin choosing our prizes. 

NAPLAN

On 15, 16 and 17 May, students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be sitting 
the NAPLAN test.  It is important that the children attend school 
every day leading up to the tests, so that they have time to consol-
idate their learning.  More information about the tests will be   sent 
home to all students in these grades.
Mrs Bellingham, Head of Primary



Primary School

After much anticipation, students received their Year 6 jerseys this week.

They absolutely loved them and despite the 
heat, have worn them with pride.

Year 6

This term, students in Year 6 examined the diverse features and 
characteristics of Antarctica, whilst exploring the human impact 
on the environment, as well as the way in which animals adapt to 
survive.  

In order to further their 
knowledge, students were 
privileged to hear from Peter 
Philippsohn and Egon Sonn-
enschein who shared their 
experiences and breathtaking 
photos highlighting their expe-
rience in Antarctica. 
Leora Rudansky



Primary School
Maths Enrichment

Welcome to another year of Primary Mathematics Enrichment at 
Kesser Torah College. 

Currently, small groups of students 
in Years 2 to 6 are withdrawn from 
regular General Studies classes to 
undertake enrichment activities with 
Mrs Robertson on a weekly basis. 

Students are generally chosen based on their competence and 
confidence with the current classroom topic.  The activities are 
principally enrichment-based, not an extension to content of 
higher years’ Mathematics.

Classes during Term 1 have undertaken a plethora of tasks, 
from computational thinking and Nrich.maths.org website tasks 
in the computer labs, to designing number sentences using 
random throws of varying values of dice to creating pictures using 
parabolas. 

Most classes this week have been involved in learning about the 
importance of accuracy, repetition of measurement and limitations 
of measurement devices when considering length. 

As we move rapidly to Term 2, I am looking forward to bringing 
mathematics enrichment to all students in general studies classes 
across the school. 

If you have any questions about tasks undertaken or ideas to 
assist students with enrichment tasks at home, please feel free to 
contact me at the school.

Yours-in-STEM,
Mrs Robertson

Call out for Library Help

Our lovely new library needs YOUR help!

If you can spare an hour or two, we'd love your help to cover 
books.  Monday or Thursday mornings are best but other times 
are suitable too.  No experience required except a love of books 
and reading. Starting Monday 9 April.
Email the College Tteacher-Librarian if you need more details:
kerrie.backhouse@ktc.nsw.edu.au



Primary School
Mishmor After School Learning Program

Dear Years K-6 Parents,
The objective of the program is to provide learning enrichment for 
those parents who wish to extend their children’s understanding 
and appreciations of the Chabad ethos. 
If you would like your child to participate in this program, please 
let me know as soon as possible so that I can better arrange the 
classes.  My email address is Rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.
au.  Please note the following dates for this term.  I will show the 
children where their Mishmor class is being held.
Please collect children from the front entrance of the school. 
Please be prompt in picking up your children and look 
carefully for the finishing time of the lesson.

Year K –1 Boys - Tuesday
Teacher: Mrs. Richter 
Dates: Tuesday 8 May – Tuesday 3 July           
Time: 3.20 pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom: Year 1 JS classroom
Note: No Mishmor on Isru Chag, Tues 22 May
Cost: $80.00 [Early Bird: $72.00 if paid by Monday 14 May]

Year K and 1 Girls - Monday
Teacher: Rabbi Winterfeld 
Dates: Monday 7 May – Monday 2 July 
Time: 3.20 pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom: Year. K JS classroom
Note: No Mishmor on Shavuos, Mon 21 May
           No mishmor on Queens Birthday, Monday 11 June
Cost: $70.00 [Early Bird: $63.00 if paid by Monday 14 May]  

Year 2 - 3 Boys - Tuesday
Teacher: Rabbi Richter 
Dates: Tuesday 8 May – Tuesday 3 July 
Time: 3.20 pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom: 2B
Note: No Mishmor on Isru Chag, Tuesday 22 May
Cost: $80.00 [Early Bird: $72.00 if paid by Monday 14 May] 

Year 2 - 3 Girls - Monday
Teacher: Rabbi Straiton
Dates: Monday 7 May – Monday 2 July
Time: 3.20 pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom: Year 1 JS Classroom
Note: No Mishmor on Shavuos, Monday 21 May
           No mishmor on Queens Birthday, Mon 11 June
Cost: $70.00 [Early Bird: $63.00 if paid by Mon 14 May]

Year 4 - 6 Girls - Monday
Teacher: Mrs. Richter
Dates: Monday 7 May – Monday 2 July
Time: 3:20 pm – 4:20 pm
Classroom: 6G classroom
Note: No Mishmor on Shavuos, Monday 21 May
          No mishmor on Queens Birthday, Monday 11 June
Cost: $70.00 [Early Bird: $63.00 if paid by Monday 14 May] 

Year 4 - 6 Boys – Monday 
Teacher: Rabbi Simons
Dates: Monday 7 May – Monday 2 July
Time: 3.20 pm – 4.10 pm
Note: Earlier finish time. Please be prompt at pick up. 
Note: No Mishmor on Shavuos, Monday 21 May
                  No Mishmor on Queens Birthday, Monday 11 June
Where: Yr. 6B classroom
Cost: $60.00 [Early Bird: $56.00 if paid by Monday 14 May] 
 
Next Steps
1 x large packet snack on the first day of the Mishmor, which will 
be distributed to the class.  In addition, please send some fruit 
and/or chopped vegetables for your child.
Payments for this term are due Monday, 14 May via any of the 
following methods:
•   given to Reception in cash, or
•   a cheque made payable to Rochel Blasenstein, or
•   Email Rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au for alternatives.
We have reduced the cost of Mishmor and Torah Club thanks to 
an excellent up-take.  Please do encourage your children to come 
along - to learn and participate in these exciting programs.
Mrs Blasenstein



Primary School



Boys' High School
Community Service

On Friday 23 March, as part of their Community service, BHS 
students dedicated many hours of their own time to distribute 
hundreds of matzos to offices and businesses, thereby enabling 
people to fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah on Pesach.

Left to right: Jonah Roberts (10), Meir Berkovits (9), Efraim 

Wolff (9)

Yud Alef Nissan

On Tuesday 27 March, and in honour of Yud Alef 
Nissan, the BHS enjoyed a breakfast where they heard 
words of inspiration appropriate for the day from Rabbis 
Spielman and Chaiton.

Pesach

As part of their pre-Pesach program, the boys had the opportu-
nity to listen to inspirational insights into the haggoda with past 
students Nachman and Aharon Kastel.



Boys' High School 
Pesach

As part of their pre-Pesach program, the boys had the opportuni-
ty to learn with the members of the Sydney kolel. 

The boys studied in groups with the kolel rabbis and then heard 
words of inspiration from the Rosh Kolel - Rabbi Reuven Klein.

We thank rabbi Klein and the kolel rabbis for giving us this oppor-
tunity. 

The boys also heard from a panel of speakers who each presented a short but powerful idea to take into the Seder

A big thank you to Rabbis Light, Simons, Lobel and Gourarie – our panel and special yasher koach to Rabbi Spielman for coordinating.
 



Boys' High School 
Pesach

In the days before Pesach, the BHS “mivtzoim crew” distributed hundreds of shmurah matzos on their mivtzoim routes, enabling many 
people to fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah on the first night of Pesach.  

The boys also produced a special pamphlet explaining the significance 
of matzah and how to perform the mitzvah properly.
Rabbi Chaiton





Girls' High School 
Hebrew Department

The Hebrew Department is a very vibrant one, which encour-
ages students to embrace the Hebrew language and culture.
  

We want to help 
the students reach 
their full potential.  
In order to achieve 
this goal, the 
students are 
encouraged to get 
involved in various topics and traditions with emphasis on oral, 
comprehension and creative writing, as well as role-playing.  

In Term 1, we 
focused on: daily 
conversation; 
friendship; family; 
home and leisure; 
academic and 
timetable; health; 
food and hospital-
ity; transport; and 
navigation.  

These elements were complemented by grammar, conjugation 
and sentence structure in the different forms – and very different 
from English grammar.  The lessons were enhanced by drama, 
plays, games, songs and activities.
Mrs Behar

Visual Arts

Year 11 & 12 visited the Art Gallery of New South Wales to see 
the Art Express exhibition on Thursday 15 March, followed by 
lunch in the Domain.  

The girls left the exhibition feeling inspired and motivated to go 
ahead and create their own major works, which are due later in 
the year.
Ms Waugh



Girls' High School 
Guest Speaker

On Friday 23 March the 
GHS Assembly had a 
guest speaker: Rabbi 
Moshe Taragin.  

He spoke very well and 
the girls enjoyed it and 
thought what he said was great.  
He spoke about key elements of the Seder plate and linked it 

with personal development tips to reaching within and striving 
higher.
Mrs Deitz

Yud Alef Nissan

On 27 March, in honour of the birthday of the 
Lubavitcher Ribbe, all students were treated 
to a special lunch, and heard inspiring words 
from Rebbetzin Sara-Tova Yaffe, Co-Director 
of CBD Chabad. 

Later that evening, there was a Farbrengen 
with Mrs Chaya Mushka Grossbaum, which 
was graciously hosted by Mrs Blasenstein, in 
honour of her mother’s yartzeit. 

Thank you to our presenters and hostess.
Mrs Gourarie

Pesach

On Tuesday 27 March, as part of their pre-Pesach program, 
the girls had a Model Seder for senior students, led by Rabbi 
Rapoport with lively discussion, Halachic requirements for all 
parts of the Seder, and visual display of many different minhagim 
used by different communities and families.
Mrs Moss, Rabbi Rapoport, Mrs Gourarie



Girls' High School 
Pesach



Girls' High School
Pesach

As part of our pre-Pesach program, our 
students heard from a panel of speakers who 
each presented a short but powerful idea to take 
into the Seder.

A big thank you to Rabbis Cohen, Simons, 
Lobel, Gourarie, and Mrs Gourarie – our panel, 
and special yasher koach to Rabbi Spielman for 
coordinating.
Rabbi Chaiton

Thank you

Acknowledgement to Rabbis Cohen, Gourarie, Light, Lobel, Simons, Rapoport; as well as Mrs Gourarie; Mrs Moss and Mrs Niasoff for 
speaking to the High School students.

Thank you to Rabbi Spielman for coordinating Panel presentations.



Yom HaShoah Assembly

Students participated in a moving 
assembly including tehillim and candles lit 
to remember the kedoshim who perished 
in the holocaust.  

Students were privileged to hear Mrs Lena Goldstein share her 
story of survival.  

Each student received a candle to light at home, together with the 
name of someone who lost their life during the Holocaust.
Mrs Gourarie

April Lunch 'n' Learn for Seniors

Years 10 to 12 were treated to a lunch’n’learn with special guest Mrs Devorah Tockar, a KTC Graduate (Alumni).  
She talked about her life experiences, and the session was followed by group Q&A and discussion of relevant issues.
We appreciate her time and sharing with our students.
Mrs Gourarie

Girls' High School



Community



Community



Community



Mazel Tov

To Rabbi Aaron and Dini Groner on the birth of a baby boy.
To Rabbi Moshe and Rebbetzin Esty Gutnick on the birth of their 
grandson.

To Moishe Amzalak adn Tova Leuchter on their engagement.
To Benny and Chanie Amzalak, and Ari and Esther Leuchter on 
the engagement of their children, Moishe and Tova.

Sympathy

To Mr Saville Abramowitz on teh passing of his father in South 
Africa.  We wish him and his family long life.

Congratulations

To Mrs Nicolas and her husband, on the birth of baby girl (Stella) 
on 23 March 2018.

News / Announcements
PSG Security Roster

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

The PSG Roster for Term 2 will be distributed separately, during 
the school holidays.

CORRECTION
TO SCHOOL DIARY

Please note that Tuesday 1 May 2018
is NOT a Public Holiday - Anzac Day. 

It is a normal school day.



Community
Thank You

A big THANK YOU and kol akovod to children and aduls in 
the Kesser Torah Community for donating their hair recently to 
Zichron Menechem.  This amazing hair will create over 36 wigs 
for kids with cancer in Israel, which is a huge mitzvah supporting 
our children and our nation.

If you are planning an opshernish or big hair cut (25cm +) please 
get in contact for more info:

 Call Chavi on 0433 818 032 or chavi.s.lazarus@gmail.com for 
more information / haircutting instructions and Melbourne and 
Sydney address to drop your hair off at! 

Am Yisroel Chai!

Feedback from 4G Parents

Amarise was amazing and gave many explanations during the 
Seder for the things and the reason for them, and about the 
different Halachas. We had 13 people on first night, who greatly 
appreciated her insight, and were impressed with all she’s learnt. 
On the second night, she went further, by reading parts from the 
Haggada, saying brachas and even opening the front door for 
Eliyahu Hanavi…. [Mrs. Maryanka]

Chana was amazing at the Seder. She said lots of Divrei Torah 
and enjoyed every moment, BH! [Mrs. Gopin]

Mimi led the Seder. She had so much to say and contribute. It 
was a true naches, K”H! [Mrs. Lazarus]

Rivka participated at the seder and gave over some Divrei Torah. 
[Mrs. Brook]

Tova was so excited to say the Ma Nishtana that she reviewed 
and worked hard at. She shared her Divrei Torah as well, BH! 
[Mrs. Ray]

Gut Moed! Flora did very well with saying the Divrei Torah on the 
Haggada. She answered all the questions asked at the Seder!  
[Mrs. Foxman]

Dina did a great job at the Seder!!! She read from her Haggada 
that she made in class and knew a lot during the Seder, BH! 
TY [Mrs. Schwartz]

Elisheva was great at the Seder and shared her Divrei Torah. 
She was very involved, BH! [Rabbi Isacowitz, Mrs. Isacowitz]

Priva gave over so much during our Seder, even at our 
communal event. Everyone was very impressed. Priva was so 
excited to be so involved in everything. TY! [Mrs. Shclanger]

Keren was really amazing. She spoke beautifully and gave lots of 
insightful answers at the Seder. [Mrs. Weinberg]

Tamar was amazing at the Seder!! She contributed so much and 
was very excited to share her beautiful Devar Torah’s throughout 
the Seder. Yasher Koach! [Mrs. Gold]

Eden was amazing at the Seder. She read the entire Haggada 
and told us the story of Pesach and the Divrei Torah. She sang 
all the songs as well. We were so happy to listen to her and have 
lots of nachat! TY, [Mrs. Ozana]

Rosie was very excited and keen to use her very impressive 
haggada that she worked so hard on. She had lots of Devar 
Torah’s and vertlach to say at the seder.  [Mrs. Levy]

Sara helped with the Communal Seder and said Divrei Torah on 
the second night Seder at our house. She did a great job, K”H. 
[Rabbi Hazi]


