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KTC Students Shine at Chidon 5778
What an amazing two
weeks of mind blowing
achievements KTC
has had at this years'
International Chidon
Harambam in New
York City.
We have girls and boys who walked away
with medals and plaques but more than
this, every contestant soaked up an experience that is beyond words. What they
did while they were at the Chidon and
Shabbaton has given them a chayus and
enthusiasm in their learning and their commitment. They mixed with hundreds of
other children from around the world, all
involved and interested in similar goals and
aspirations.

Their study and experience has given
them a thorough grounding in learning of
Rambam and a deeper understanding of
Halacha. Children who study for Chidon
have a beautiful child-friendly text book that
is clearly laid out with good explanations.
Some of the children have already bought
next year's textbook and have started

Where possible they also provided extra activities that further enhanced a memorable
experience!

studying already.

Kovi Leinkram, Yossel Dolnikov, Arele Richter.

Again we mention a Mazel Tov to:
Girls: Shani Spielman and Liorah Kessel
Boys: Yosef Yitzchak Dolnikov, Kovi
Leinkram, Arale Richter
Thanks go to our chaperones: Mrs Kessel
and Meyer Brook, who took wonderful care
of our children and provided happy door-todoor service from Sydney to New York.

For both the girls and boys it was a culmination of months of hard work, commitment
and self-motivation; working and learning
through the summer; and this - combined
with support from parents - enabled the
children to learn and achieve impressive
results.

While in New York, they escorted the
children and picked them up from their
various locations.

At the same time, I would like to extend
thanks and appreciation to the Woronker
family of Crown Heights, who opened up
their house and accomodated the Australian boys. It was such a Kiddush Hashem
to have all the Australian boys from Sydney
and Melbourne together: Yosef Yitzchak
Dolnikov, Kovi Leinkram, Arale Richter and
Shalom DovBer Kay from Sydney; and
Shneur Zalman Lesches and Aryeh Leib
from Melbourne.

May all the children and families go m”chayil
el chayil and as they do, they, together with
all our children here at KTC bring down
beautiful brochas upon our community.
Rabbi Straiton

Dvar Torah
Parshas Tzav begins with the Mitzvah of Terumas Hadeshen,
the daily sweeping of the ashes that had collected on the Altar
overnight (Vayikra 6:3-4). The commentators offer several
explanations as to the significance of this Mitzvah and how we
can internalise this message into our own service of Hashem in
a daily manner.
The Sefer HaChinuch takes perhaps the simplest approach
in that the function of Terumas Hadeshen is purely aesthetic. It
is only appropriate that the location where we serve Hashem is
clean and orderly before beginning the next day’s service. Here
we learn the importance of cleanliness (is next to G-dliness) and
the importance within education of having a clear workspace and
an ordered system to maximise the activities of the day.
The Chovos Halevavos gives an alternative explanation in
that the day began with a somewhat demeaning activity to
encourage humility and a sense of unpretentiousness as a key
ingredient for the Kohanim before serving their daily service. It
is logical to assume that the exclusive privilege to be associated
with the holy service could easily lead to pride and arrogance,
thus it was implemented that the Kohanim would clean the ashes
from the Altar every morning to eliminate any feelings of egotism
or superiority. Within education, learning can only occur when
one is ready to put aside their own agenda and haughtiness
by having the humility to listen and learn from someone who is
dedicated to the craft of teaching.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe expands on this task, performed
by the Kohanim, that divine service is not just limited to those
activities that we associate automatically with holiness - such as
prayer and Torah learning - but we must channel our service of
Hashem in every action that we do, even the way we take out
the garbage. Rabbi Tzvi HaKohen of Rimanov alludes to the
above idea in the word  ןשדwhich can stand for בשחנ אלש רבד,

matters that we deem unimportant or inconsequential. We
therefore must strive to elevate everything to Hashem and place
it by the Altar, making it holy. From an educational perspective, it is important to realise that the way we impart values and
knowledge is not limited to the classroom, but includes the way
we are observed, the way we communicate, and even the way
we clean the room - everything we do can instil values, if done in
the correct and appropriate manner.
The Shelah Hakodesh offers an alternative perspective in that
the Mitzvah to remove the ashes indicates that any misdeed,
when atoned for correctly eventually leaves behind no trace - his
previous mistakes are forgotten and no longer mentioned. It is
imperative when someone has attained growth in a certain area,
that we no longer remind them of their misdeeds, but only look
toward the positive and see them as a new individual.
Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch offers another explanation in
that the removal of ashes daily was a message to the Kohanim
that all achievements and sacrifices of the previous day had to
be removed for the upcoming service. It is therefore a message
to focus more on the present and future and less on the past,
as our mission is to build on the accomplishments of yesteryear
and not remain static, content with past accomplishments. This
message is universal, in that we can never be complacent with
what has been done, but we must always be looking ahead to
what we can do and succeed in, using our Divine talents.
May we merit to make this an extraordinary (GREAT) Shabbos
and internalise these messages of tidiness, humility, directing all
our actions to Hashem, forgiving others and always seeking to
raise the bar through applying ourselves every day.
Have a good Shabbos,
Rabbi Benjy Simons

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
Week 9

Tuesday 27 March

Yud Alef Nissan

Thursday 29 March

College Closed

Friday 30 March

College Closed / Public Holiday

Week 10

Monday 2 April to Friday 6 April

College Closed for Pesach

Week 11

Monday 9 April

P&F Planning Meeting (details to be confirmed)

Thursday 12 April

Yom HaShoah
High School Ceremony

Friday 13 April

Primary Assembly
KTC End of Term 1
10.30am: Official Opening of the Library & Resource Centre by the Honourable
Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister of Australia.

Early Learning
Scaffolding Children's Learning

In Tamar, Anabel’s mum Rachel sang to the children In Hebrew
about Moshe being placed in a basket.
Conversations and ideas flowed from the children. The children
hypothesised as to which basket would float and which would
sink.

Children’s desire to learn is constant. We know from research
that if we tune into children’s interest then the learning become
richer.

This week in Early Learning there were several such instances.

In Gefen, Shai bought in a book about rainbows “What makes
a Rainbow?” to share with his peers. Many conversations were
had.

The children hypothesised about why rainbows can be seen in
the sky.

Early Learning
Joseph said, “After it finishes raining, the sun comes out with the
rainbow.”
Oliver asked the
question “Did you
know rainbows look
like upside down
bananas with lots of
colours? They have
different colours
inside them.”

In Rimon the conversations about Pesach and the children’s
fascination with the plagues has led to a deeper engagement
with the festival.
Frog ponds have been created
using loose parts and a curiosity
has emerged about frogs.

Joseph replied, “It is
the shape of half a
circle.”
Rutti said “There are
seven colours in the
rainbow.”

“What do frogs look like?”

Mixed media (watercolours
and black fine line textas)
have been provided to
support children’s desire to
represent what they know.

The question “Can frogs float?” has led to
the children conducting experiments on
what floats and what sinks.

These conversations have sparked an
ongoing investigation.
The children explored how rainbows are
made, can they move, what do they look
like, can we paint a rainbow, can we make
a rainbow?
These conversations,
explorations and
experimentations lay
the foundation for
scientific and mathematical thinking in
children.

Early Learning
In CRELS sensory exploration has driven the children’s
learning.

A wonderful time was had
by all. Many thanks to Morah
Mushky, Ilana, Vanessa,
Adina, Aviva and Lisa (our
exceptional parent all-rounder) for making this event so
special and successful.

Upcoming Events

This exploration promotes children’s descriptive language, as
they learn to describe their feelings and experiences. It also
promotes confidence (as they attempt new experiences) and
turn taking (an important social learning).

Mums and Bubs
On Monday we welcomed mums to a Pesach Party.

The children engaged
in hands-on experiences
with their mums and ‘grand
mums’.
We were also fortunate to
be joined by our principal
Roy Steinman.

All the classes in the ECC and CRELS have been very busy
getting ready for Pesach. Play-based learning has allowed the
children to learn all about the Pesach Seder. We have transformed our dramatic play areas into Seder tables and by now all
the children know exactly what to do at each step of the Seder.
In order to extend our learning further and consolidate our prior
knowledge, we are very excited to be putting on a model Seder
in each class on Tuesday 27 March. The model Seder will give
the children a chance to taste, touch, and smell all of the special
Pesach food and practice for the real Seder which they will be
having with their families. The children have also started making
decorations for the tables and they can hardly wait for the day to
arrive!

All children are invited to the Seder. Please wear your shabbos
clothes. If it is not your child’s usual day they are welcome to join
with a parent. Please talk to your child’s teacher for the exact time
for each room.
Wishing you all a very happy Pesach!
Early Learning Centres

Primary School
Anti-Bullying Day
On Friday 16 March, all Primary students acknowledged
National Anti-Bullying Day. Students were encouraged to wear
"crazy socks" and bring in a gold coin to contribute to buying a
friendship bench for the playground. Students also participated
in a lesson linked to this activity.

Bullying can have a lasting impact on everyone involved,
including those who witness it, so it is important to work together
to create safe school communities for everyone.
They looked at the definition of bullying, what a bystander is, and
how they should protect themselves and others, should bullying
occur.

Further information for children can be found at:
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/forkids
Noelene Bellingham

Preventing bulling involves everyone talking together openly and
respectfully.

Head of Primary School

Extra-Curricular

Call Out for Library Help

We have introduced some wonderful new extra-curricular activities this year which has seen students excited to learn new skills.
Our excise and wrestling group has been very popular, as have
our basketball and soccer groups. As the end of the term nears,
please take note of the final days for this term's activities. Information for re-enrolment for Term 2 will be sent out in the coming
weeks.

Our lovely new library needs help!
If you can spare an hour or two, we'd love your help to cover
books. Monday or Thursday mornings are best but other times
are suitable too. No experience required except a love of books
and reading. Starting Monday 9 April.
Email the College Tteacher-Librarian if you need more details:
kerrie.backhouse@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Final Dates for Term 1:
Thursday 22 March

Ballet

Monday 26 March

Wrestling

Tuesday 27 March

All other activities

Primary School

WHY CAN'T I SKIP MY 20 MINUTES
OF READING TONIGHT?

STUDENT 'A'
READS 20 MINUTES EACH DAY
3600 MINUTES IN A SCHOOL YEAR
1,800,000 WORDS

STUDENT 'B'
READS 5 MINUTES EACH DAY
900 MINUTES IN A SCHOOL YEAR
282,000 WORDS

STUDENT 'C'
READS 1 MINUTE EACH DAY
180 MINUTES IN A SCHOOL YEAR
8,000 WORDS

BY THE END OF YEAR 6 ...
STUDENT 'A' WILL HAVE READ THE EQUIVALENT OF 60 WHOLE SCHOOL DAYS
STUDENT 'B' WILL HAVE READ ONLY 12 SCHOOL DAYS
WHICH STUDENT WOULD YOU EXPECT TO HAVE A BETTER VOCABULARY?
WHICH STUDENT WOULD YOU EXPECT TO BE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL?

Primary School
Infants Ivrit
In Year K-2 we have been very busy singing and dancing in
preparation for the upcoming holiday of Pesach.
We have really enjoyed learning the song “Simcha Raba, Aviv
Hegeeah
Pesach Ba.”
The Year
2s know the
words to all 3
stanzas!
Years K-1
have been
introduced to
our fabulous new Ivrit program called “Kessem Hamilim.” They
have met our special “Kochav”
(star) characters, “Mi” and “La”
and have become very familiar
and friendly with them. Mi and
La (who together make the word
“Mila”, which means “word”
in Hebrew) are busy naming
different parts of the body for the Yeladim in Year K.
In Year 1, Mi and La are in the process of intruding foods to the
children which they need to name in Hebrew.
We are so glad to have Mi
and La as our new friends
and we love speaking
to them in Ivrit - the only
language that they understand :)

We really look forward to
each Ivrit lesson, as we are
eager to see what surprises
they have brought along with
them in their Magical Box!

In Year 2 we have started
a wonderful new Ivrit book
entitled “Yesodot Halashon.”
Our new book is full of
brightly coloured pictures
and lots of new Ivrit words
that we are looking forward
to adding to our vocabulary. We are focusing right now on
the words “Zeh” and “Zot” (This is) and we are learning how to
identify if a noun is Zachar (masculine) or Nekaiva (feminine).
I hope you have enjoyed preparing
for Pesach as much as we have
during our Ivrit lessons :)

Wishing all of our dear KTC families a Chag Pesach Kasher
V’Sameach! May we welcome in the Chag this year with
Simcha Raba - lots of joy and happiness!!
Morah Rivka Rosenberg

Tatha Bush Fire Appeal
As you would be aware from news reports, the beachside town of
Tathra has very recently been devastated by a bush fire.

An appeal has been set up by SchoolAid to assist those affected.
SchoolAid is Australia’s first crowdfunding platform for kids. They
are an Australian not-for-profit organisation established in 1999 to
harness the collective giving power of young people.
Since 1999, over 5,000 schools have contributed to over 20
campaigns, raising a grand total of over $4 million that SchoolAid
has granted to community organisations working to improve the
lives of children.

What you may not know is that Mr Colin May (our previous enrichment teacher and librarian), works at a school close by and
that many of his students and teachers have been affected by this
tragic event.

Even a small donation will help those in need.
Please click on the link below to donate:
https://schoolaidtrust.com/project/tathra-bushfire-appeal

Primary School
Torah Club
Year K-1G had a fun Chidon on the Haggada and facts about
Pesach. They sang songs from the Haggada and listened to
Pesach stories.

This week Year 2-3 girls learned about Shabbas Hagadol, the
Korban Pesach, what each item on the kaara represents, the
dedication of the Nesi’im to the mishkan, the twelve Shevatim
and their mothers...

They had fun making a Matza bag.
Mrs. Esther Hirshowitz

They finished their pillowcase for leaning at the Seder and
brought home their 10 makos project. A fun time was had by the
girls.
Mrs. O. Ben David

Primary School
Torah Club

Mishmor

Torah Club Year 4-6G have learned have learned that the ladies
in Mitzrayim led by Miriam Haniviya had tamberines ready to
dance out of Galus.

The girls sewed tamborines ready to dance out
of our Galus!!

Year 4-6G learned many Devar Toras on the Haggada and are
eager to share them with their family and friends at the Seder.
Mrs Ziva Richter

Primary School
Torah Club
Year K-1B have learned some beautiful Devar Torahs on the
Haggada and are very excited to use it at the Seder!

Year 2-3 Boys have been busy preparing Devar Torahs for
Pesach and had fun colouring a Pesach poster.

They have continued learning halachas about Derech Eretz.
Rabbi Z. Raichik

Primary School
Torah Club
This week Year 4-6B have finished learning the first Perek in
Sefer Shoftim.

They focused on the 10 mivtzaim and worked on a mivtza tank
filling it with all the mivtzaim.
Mrs. Z. Richter

They also finished the
ongoing story of the
Maharal and the 12
stones.
Rabbi Y. Richter

Mishmor Club

Year 2-3 B class have worked on their
pop-up Haggadas full of Divrei Torah for
the Seder.
Rabbi Y. Richter

Year K-1 B class have continued learning about the Rebbe in
honour of the Rebbe’s birthday on Yud Aleph Nissan.

Boys' High School
Awards Assembly
The Boys' High School held a special Awards Ceremony on
Friday 9 March at 11.00am to celebrate the Academic Achievements in both Jewish and General Studies for 2017.

Sporting Awards were also presented for both
the Swimming and Athletics carnivals.

It was a pleasure to see the excitement and enthusiasm of the students as they came forward
to accept their awards - as the names of the
award recipients was a tightly kept secret.

Levi Deitz and Haim Ber Hirschowitz were the
MCs for the BHS.

The morning also saw the acknowledgement
and handing out of badges for the 2018 SRC and
the House Captains and Vice-Captains for 2018.

We warmly congratulate all the
Award Recipients and following
is a collage of photos from the
Ceremony.

Michele Hanwell-Short

Boys' High School
Awards Assembly
For the 2017 Academic Year:

For the 2018 Academic Year:

Derech Eretz Awards

Student Representatives

Year 7

Levi Kastel

Year 7

Aryeh Berkovits

Year 8

Chaim Groner

Year 8

Levi Kastel

Year 9

Koby Berkovits

Year 9

Chaim Groner

Year 10

Levi Hoffman

Year 10

Levi Deitz

Year 11

Haim Ber Hirschowitz

General Studies Awards
Dux

Runner-Up

Year 7

Shabsi Dyce

Levi Kastel

Year 8

Chaim Groner

Kovi Gestetner

Year 9

Rafi Franklin

Jonah Roberts

Year 10

Mendel Perlow

Dovid Perlow

Jewish Studies
Class

Teacher

Dux

Gemorah

Rabbi Light

Meir Berkovits

Rabbi Simons

Levi Althaus

Chumash

Dinim

Rabbi Chaiton

Haim Ber Hirschowitz

Rabbi Simons

Tzvika Gershowitz

Rabbi Light

Jonah Roberts

Rabbi Spielman

Shmuel Chriqui

Rabbi Simons (Y7) Mendy Blasenstein
Rabbi Spielman

Yehuda Krebs

Rabbi Lobel

Chaim Groner

Rabbi Light

Yehuda Eisenberg

Sports Award
Athletics Champion

Avraham Hatzvi

Athletics Champion House

Reyus

Swimming Champion

Levi Niasoff

Swimming Champion House

Shalom

Special Awards
Rose Bay Rotary

Koby Berkovits

Caltex All Rounder

Rafi Franklin

Reuben F Scarf

Yehuda Krebs

Boys' Winning Debating Team
Rafi Franklin
Yehuda Eisenberg
Jonah Roberts
Koby Berkovits
Selah Krassenstein*
*Left KTC in 2018

House
Chesed

Captain

Vice-Captain

Koby Berkovits

Haim Ber Hirschowitz

Shalom

Levi Hoffman

Emanuel Cohavi

Reyus

Naftali Ray

Avraham Hatzvi

Boys' High School
BS"D

Girls' High School
Awards Assembly
The Girls High School held a special Awards Ceremony on
Friday 9 March at 9.00am to celebrate the Academic Achievements in both Jewish and General Studies for 2017.
Sporting Awards were also presented
for both the Swimming and Athletics
carnivals.
It was a
pleasure to see the excitement and enthusiasm of the students as they came
forward to accept their awards - as the
names of the award recipients was a
tightly kept secret.
Nemi Lobel our GHS School Captain acted
as MC for the GHS.
The morning also saw the acknowledgement
and handing out of badges for the 2018 SRC
and the House Captains and Vice-Captains for 2018.
We warmly congratulate all the Award
Recipients and following is a collage of
photos from each Ceremony.
Michele Hanwell-Short

Girls' High School
Awards Assembly
For the 2017 Academic Year:

or the 2018 Academic Year:

Derech Eretz Awards

Student Representatives

Year 7

Batya Moss

Year 7

Bibbles Lobel

Year 8

Mushka Berger

Year 8

Amit Aronstam

Year 9

Bluma Moss

Year 9

Mimi Miller

Year 10

Shayneh Ray

Year 10

Shira Nailand

Year 11

Nemi Lobel

Year 11

Leah Wolff

Year 12

Shani Biton

General Studies Awards
Dux

Runner-Up

Year 7

Amit Aronstam

Shira Dadon

Year 8

Miriam Miller

Ruby Krassenstein*

Year 9

Esther Israel
Shira Nailand

Year 10

Chanie Gershowitz

Tammy Lazarus

Year 11

Deborah Bui

Shani Biton

Jewish Studies
Dux

Runner-Up

Year 7

Amit Aronstam

Batya Moss

Year 8

Shani Spielman

Mimi Miller

Year 9

Sara Aharoni

Esther Israel

Year 10

Chanie Gershowitz

Chana Berger

Year 11

Deborah Bui

Gila Krauthammer*

Sports Award
Athletics Champion

Sara Aharoni

Athletics Champion House

Shalom

Swimming Champion

Lea Menaker

Swimming Champion House

Chesed

Special Awards
Rose Bay Rotary

Tammy Lazarus

Caltex All Rounder
Reuben F Scarf

Adiella Lobel

Heritage Winners
First Place

Chanie Gershowitz

Second Place

Shayneh Ray

Third Place

Chana Berger

*Left KTC in 2018

House
Captain

Vice-Captain

Chesed

Zissa Dyce

Tiffy Malka

Shalom

Shayneh Ray

Kiana Ospovat

Reyus

Shira Charif

Shannon Talbot

Girls' High School
Students Visit COA
Our COA visit this week was most enjoyable.

The girls sat amongst the members as they participated in a
model Seder.

In between parts of the Seder the girls chatted with their seat
mates and heard fascinating stories and life lessons.

Mrs Chaya Gourarie

Girls' High School

Girls' High School

News / Announcements
PSG Security Roster
Monday 26 March

Tuesday 27 March

AM

Galit Gershowitz

PM

Royce Isacowitz

AM
PM

Wednesday 28 March

AM
PM

Thursday 29 March

KTC Closed

Friday 30 March

KTC Closed

Community
Mazel Tov
To Rabbi Michoel and Rebbetzin Dina Gourarie, on the birth of a
grandson, to Chanale and Zalman Raichik.

To Rabbi Yehuda and Talya Straiton on the marriage of their son
Dov to Devorah Leah Engle.
To Rabbi Mendel and Tzippy Kastel, on the marriage of their
daughter Dassi to David Sirota
To Dr Gil Kleiner on the marriage of his daughter to Pinny
Cyprys.

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

