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Shluchos Coming to KTC!
Exciting times are ahead in the
Girls High School. After months
of searching and scouting, we are
pleased to announce the arrival of
two shluchos next term!
Chaya Gutnick and Faigy Niasoff,
both old collegians, have a spent a
year furthering their Jewish Studies
and gaining leadership experience in
seminaries in Israel. They are excited
by the opportunity to return and give
back to the school that helped mould
them.
Faigy and Chaya will be commencing
their activities in KTC in week 3,
however they have already begun
planning and brainstorming what
they hope to achieve during their
time here.
The Shluchos will serve as mentors
and a "big sister" figure for our high
school students, young women
who can be looked up to for advice
and friendship. They will work to
invigorate the atmosphere in our
school and bring liveliness and joy to
the hallways of KTC. They endeavour
to enhance the feelings and
excitement for yiddishkeit and Torah
in our school.
To do so, they will introduce new and
enhance existing programs that take
place during the school day as well
as after school and Shabbos. After

school learning, Motzei Shabbos
activities, Sunday trips are all part of
the lineup.
We are looking forward to having
our two shluchos join the team at

KTC and the amazing things that will
follow!
Mrs Gourarie

Dvar Torah

Parshas Pinchas

Our Parsha, Parshas Pinchas, continues last week’s
seemingly astonishing episode.

At the end of last week’s Parsha, we read how Zimri,
one of the leaders of the tribe of Shimon, takes
Cozbi, a Midianite princess, into his tent. All the
leaders of the Jewish People, Moshe Rabbeinu,
Aharon HaKohen, and the elders, stand and watch in
silence. They are horrified by what they see, but are
paralysed into inaction.
Pinchas, who was not in a position of leadership,
runs to Moshe and reminds Moshe of the law that he
himself had taught. Moshe tells him, “The one who
reads the letter should be the agent to carry it out.”
Not wasting a moment, Pinchas runs unafraid into
the territory of Shevet Shimon, pushes passed Zimri’s
fervent supporters, and kills their beloved leader
and the princess. Our Parsha continues the story,
where Hashem rewards Pinchas by appointing him
as a Kohen and granting him and his descendants an
eternal covenant of peace and priesthood.
On this story Rashi comments, “At the time of the
Golden Calf, Moshe stood up to 600 000 people, yet
here he was helpless?! Rather, this happened so that
Pinchas could come and take what was rightfully his.”
This episode teaches us a powerful lesson. People
naturally look towards their leaders for guidance
when things don’t seem as they should. We think
‘What is the Rabbi doing about this’ or ‘Let me see
what my more religious neighbour thinks about the
situation’. Our thinking and our actions then often
conform to what they do, often without us even
realising it. In truth, looking towards our leaders and

following their positive example is an essential aspect
of Yiddishkeit and is what has guaranteed the transmission of authentic Torah and Torah values from the
times of Moshe Rabbeinu until this very day.
However, there are times that our leaders do not
take action. Like Moshe in this particular incident,
they stand on the side, silent. Our natural instinct is
to think, ‘If he or she is not saying or doing anything
about it, why should I? It’s not my place!’
We learn from Pinchas that this is not the correct
response. When the leadership are quiet, if they are
not taking action, it is incumbent on the individual
to act; to stand up for true Torah values, ensuring its
continuity. In fact, as with Pinchas, perhaps the very
reason the situation presents itself is to give you the
opportunity to take the lead!
One of the Chassidic Masters used to say that a
person should have a piece of paper in each of his
pockets. On one paper should be written, ‘Anochi
Afar V’Eifer – I am like dust and ashes,’ and in the
second paper should be written, ‘Bishvili Nivra
Ha’Olam – For me the world was created’.
There is a time to be humble, and this is a valued
and essential attribute. However, we must always
remember, ‘Bishvili Nivra Ha’Olam’. At times it is up to
each of us to take the lead and act.
Wishing you and your family a wonderful Shabbos
and safe and enjoyable school holidays.
Rabbi Levi Milecki
Primary Head of Jewish Studies

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
Monday 9 July

NAIDOC Week

Friday 13 July

Rosh Chodesh Av

Monday 16 July

Build the Beis Hamikdash Mitzvah Week

Sunday 22 July

Tisha B'Av

Tuesday 7 July

Term 3 starts

Early Learning

Connecting with Community
Our Journey to Montefiore
Mitzvahs are a part of our daily life at KTC, however last week we went ‘out the gate’ and into the community to spread
our Mitzvah wings further.
The children from the Rimon Class journeyed to Montefiore in Randwick.
The children were very excited to spread the joy of Shabbos!
When they arrived they were greeted by Rene Ichilcik, Community Relations Coordinator who explained about the
home, who lived there, and the plan for the visit.
They meet residents speaking with them in Hebrew and English. The smiles on the children’s faces and the residents
The children were introduced to one resident who broke into song, singing what appeared to be a song from his
childhood, complete with bird calls and animal noises. Even though he sang in Polish the children were captivated by
this spontaneous event.
This delightful spontaneous interlude was followed by a tour of the facility,
including: the restaurant, shop, cafe and hairdressing salon.
The joy on the residents’ faces was amazing.
The children distributed the thank you cards they had made, to all. One of the
residents asked her carer if she could put the card in her memory box.
After the sing along, visitors came up to the children and thanked them for bringing
joy to their sister’s day.
It truly was a remarkable event, filling us all with pride and happiness as the children
showed us what kind and thoughtful citizens they are.
Virginia Aghan

Early Learning

A day in the life of Early Learning
On Wednesday, the Early Learning showcased their school. A video team and photographer came to capture
the amazing learning that occurs in our daily life.
There was davening in the CRELS, pumpkin scone baking in Tamar, Aleph Beis in Rimon, independent learning
in Gefen, an educational visit from Hatzolah and outdoor encounters in ECC and Primary School.
The video is being created for the 'Ignite the Spark Within' fundraiser. The school plans to create new classrooms,
educational programmes and most importantly, a new outdoor learning area for Early Learning from the funds
received.

Showcasing the Team
Christina Zanneti is our Educational Leader and supports the team
in understanding the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF).
Christina develops strategies for professional growth, with the aim
of guiding teachers and educators in the cycle of planning for children’s learning.

Early Learning

The Beis Hamikdash
The children in all of the Early Learning classes have been learning about the
Beis Hamikdash. We know that every mitzvah that we do brings moshiach
closer, when we will have the Third beis Hamikdash!
The children have been talking about the Kosel Hamaaavi-the last remaining
wall of the Beis Hamikdash and have a built model of the kosel with recycled
boxes, clay, and blocks. They have stuck their mitzvah notes on the bricks and
love to see their mitzvah wall growing and growing!
The Early Learning Morahs

Challah Baking in Early Learning
When you walk into any Early Learning classroom on a Friday morning you can feel the Erev Shabbos feeling in the
air! The children are often busy setting up their Shabbos Party, making beautiful decorations for Shabbos and of
course making their very own challah. Challah baking is always a highlight with the children having an opportunity
to roll out the dough, braid their own beautiful challos and share with their families on Shabbos. The smell that
comes out of the kitchen always gets everyone excited for the arrival of Shabbos.
Thank you, Medani Bakery for making the yummy challah dough every week!
The early Learning Morahs

Early Learning
Congratulations

Congratulations to the CRELS team for successfully reaching 100% accreditation from Munch and Move.

Happy holidays
To all the children going away for the winter holidays we wish you a safe and happy time. For the children who are
holidaying at KTC we can’t wait for the holiday fun to begin.
Virginia Aghan

Early Learning

Finding Bentzi's Siblings
In memory of the late Paz Maryanka Z''L
Kesser Torah College has a wonderful Early Learning Centre for infants and children aged 2-5 years, where the
focus on giving children an early start to their Jewish education and encouraging a lifelong love of Yiddishkeit is
paramount. Both of my children, who are now in the Primary School, attended the pre-school for their first two
years, in 2012 and 2015 respectively. They had beautiful, warm, nurturing and enthusiastic teachers, of whom most
are still there including Morahs Chaya, Leah, Ilana, Vanessa, Shani, Rebecka and Hedva. It was during those years
that my children were exposed to the Ivrit/Hebrew-speaking lessons conducted so capably by Morah Hedva, a
native Israeli, passing on the gift of her mother tongue to the children via the Chalav u’Dvash program, run by the
Jerusalem-based World Zionist Organisation (WZO).
Morah Hedva taught Ivrit with the program tools, including Hebrew language books, but most importantly with
a very fundamental part of the program - a turtle puppet called Bentzi. The children in all the classes each had a
specific day each week to learn from Bentzi. Bentzi was a very busy puppet - going from class to class, and even
overnight or for Shabbat to the children’s homes. Bentzi was cared for, and shown off to families before returning
to school, which began to take its toll on Bentzi. I discussed Bentzi’s condition with Morah Hedva, who had tried to
source Bentzi’s ‘siblings’ from Israel.
I mentioned to her that my father lived in Israel and promised that when I went to visit him, I’d try and find Bentzi’s
origins and bring back his ‘twins’ - as a gift to the school and in appreciation of the priceless start my children had
been given in KTC pre-school. However, my plans to visit were deferred. My 71-year old father, a Sabra, born in Tel
Aviv to relocated Polish Holocaust survivors, had lived in Australia for over 30 years - after following my mother, a
nurse, back to Sydney after the 6-Day War. He had remarried years later and was now living in Israel.
In March 2017, my father called to say that he was having surgery, as he had been unwell. We told him we would
say some prayers for him, wished him a Refuah Shelamah and looked forward to hearing positive news after his
surgery. Less than two months later, we received a call from my step-mother, advising us that my dad had been
diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer and the prognosis was poor. It was devastating news but necessitated preparation
for a trip to Israel, possibly to say good bye to my father. It was also important for the children to say good bye to
their grandfather, having lost their own father, five years earlier. My father called toward the end of June, just before
the term break, and urged us not to delay. After three days of frenzied activity, Boruch Hasem, my sister and I, and
our four children were Qantas-bound for Israel, landing some 33 hours later, emotional and anxious.
Dad’s appearance was quite confronting – he had aged and changed considerably – but he was relieved that we
were all there. We spent the next weeks visiting him at his home in Tel Aviv, where he was closely cared for by his
wife and palliative care nurses. He passed peacefully, one Erev Shabbat in July 2017, with dignity and integrity- as
he had lived his life. As his eldest daughter, I could only be impressed by hs seamless departure from this world– a
fearless mensch. We were all relieved that he was free of pain after months of struggle, and I told my girls that Saba
was reunited with his parents in Heaven and being looked after by Hashem. Dad’s funeral was held in Petach Tikva
Cemetery the following Sunday.
We stayed in Israel to support my stepmother and brothers and help them adjust to their loss, and I was intent to
take the girls to the Kotel and my promise to Morah Hedva.

Early Learning

Finding Bentzi's Siblings
I arranged to meet with WZO staff and collect the Bentzis from their headquarters, located in a suburban area of
old Jerusalem. Their warehouse was home to a treasure trove of Jewish educational tools and equipment – used by
Jewish educators around the world. We collected four Bentzis, wandered around the Old City and headed directly
to the Kotel. It was a very emotional experience, having just lost my father, and, amidst our own tears, and the soft
wailing of others around us, I was later able to explain the alternative name of the Wall to my girls, with this real life
experience. We were back home in time for Term 4.
Over the summer holiday, I formulated a plan as to how I could incorporate the donation of the Bentzis to the preschool while honouring the memory of my Dad.
So, in honour of my dad’s Yahrzeit this week, and coinciding with the final Connections for Term 2, I am privileged to
submit this account of how the Bentzi family evolved in KTC’s Early Learning.
We truly hope that future generations of KTC Early Learners may benefit from learning Ivrit through the Chalav
u’Dvash program and enjoy the Bentzis in good health and with best wishes from the Maryanka family.
Ronnete Maryanka - with Amarise, Natalia, Alizah, Symphony, Maestro and Alex Maryanka, and Marilyn and
Joseph Klar (Australia) and Michal Israeli-Maryanka, Daniel, Noam, Yair, Maya and Tali Maryanka, and Noga and
Yuval Israeli (in Israel), in memory of Paz Maryanka -פז מריאנקה ז׳ל

Amarise with Paz Maryanka, in- Arriving in Israel,
healthier years
July 2017
Bentzi, 2013
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Book Week

BOOK WEEK 2018 - Find Your Treasure
Save the date! Save the date! Save the date!
To celebrate Book Week 2018 - Find Your Treasure, we are having the Annual KTC Book Fair on Wednesday 22
August, Week 5 of Term 3. Carnival Books will bring a fabulous selection of books for students and parents to
purchase and to donate to the new Sam Moss library. A percentage of all funds raised is returned to the school
through book purchases.
Students are also encouraged to dress up as their favourite Book character. Dig out the costume and fancy dress
box. Start collecting those useful recyclable items and materials. Get planing, get creative and get inventive.
Who will you be?

Primary School

ICAS Digital Technologies
Earlier this year a number of students participated in the ICAS Digital Technologies competition. Congratulations to
Amarise Maryanka (Year 4) who received a Credit and Sima Barber (Year 5) who received a Distinction. Well done
to all other students who participated in this difficult test.

New Laptops
Over the last few years the Primary students and teachers have been fundraising to purchase new technology. We
have recently purchased 15 new laptops which have been installed in cabinets in the Year 6 boys' classroom. All
students will have access to these. The Year 6 boys have been very busy making stop-motion films and building
websites.

Staff enjoy an afternoon of learning
Primary staff laughed their way through the afternoon as entertaining instructors taught everyone how to perform
CPR. Teachers displayed persistence as they learnt to resuscitate a baby and an adult. Learning to use a defibrillator was a new concept for most. We all passed our assessments with the help of trainers from Surf Lifesaving NSW.
This training complements the First Aid training, currently held by many of our staff.

Primary School
Year K

Never too early to start reading!
During the past term we have made history at KTC, introducing our Year K students to Nekudos. Nekudos acts
as the neshama to the Aleph Beis letters and creates a sound. The students have been incredibly engaged and
excited with this new skill. As we continued to introduce new letters to the students, they were also taught Komatz
(oh) and Patach (ah) which allowed the students to begin their understanding on blending letters and sounds to
make words. It is wonderful to see how quickly the students have caught on and introducing this new Kriah skill
will make the process of learning to read much easier when we get to two and three syllable words in Term 3. This
week the students have really enjoyed receiving their first reading booklet where they follow along as their peers
read aloud.
Well done Year Ks!
Morah Shira

Year 6

Inspired by Kate and Jol Temple’s picture book, Room on Our Rock, which celebrates the truth that there are two
sides to every story, (as the book can be read two different ways) , Year 6 students created their own picture books
which they then shared with students in the CRELS.

Primary School
Mishmor

In time with the 3 Weeks, the K-1 Girls Mishmor class focused on our connection to Yerushalayim and the Beis
Hamikdash. We made a "Mizrach wall" sign to show that we face towards Yerushalayim when we daven.
Rabbi D. Winterfeld

This week we learned about  אות בספר תורהEach boy received a paper with their initial and decorated it.
The boys finished their mivtzaim booklet that they worked on all term.
BH, the boys thoroughly enjoyed mishmor this term.
Mrs. Z. Richter

The girls took the lessons learnt from the Frierdikker Rebbe and discussed how they can apply it in their lives. We
did two activities, one was on the lessons learnt from the Frierdikker Rebbe which we wrote around the Picture
of the Frierdikker Rebbe the other one, we compared and contrasted where we live and living in Russia. We also
looked at our similarities.. The girls really got into it, BH!

Primary School
Mishmor

Yr 2-3B Mishmor class focused on the Mitele Rebbe and did a craft on one of his
sayings- “When 2 Yidden meet, it’s very powerful as therboth their Yetzer Tova join
together against each person’s individual Yetzer Horo!
Wow! The kids absolutely loved the interactive craft depicting this concept.
Rabbi Richter

Girls are participating in the Chumash Champ where the girls are
challenged to say the entire Perek Yud Gimmel in Parshas Lech
L’Cha with translation. Well done on a great job girls!
Rabbi Richter

This week we spoke about
the outcome of the golden calf, the Shanghai miracle and Rashi’s
encounter with Godfrey during the Crusades. We also shared some
stories and information about Rabbi Yitzchak Herzog and Rabbi
Shlomo of Karlin.
Rabbi Simons

BH 4-5 girls have worked very hard on a beautiful scrapbook of the Rebbe and his family and have had fun along
the way! Congratulations on a job well done!
Mrs. Richter

Boys' High School
English

After a busy term, filled with assessment tasks and culminating in exams for Years 9 and 10, the students can truly
say that the holidays are a much-needed and welcome relief.
The Year 7 class spent Term Boys’ 2 exploring the Fantasy Genre. Students engaged enthusiastically with the
studied texts and produced some imaginative fantasy stories towards the end of term. They also enjoyed analysing
scenes from the movie The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey, submitting impressive paragraphs for their Term Two
assessment task.
The Year 8 class engaged in a comparative study of the novel Trash and extracts from the film Slumdog Millionaire,
in order to develop visual literacy, creative and analytic writing skills. Students responded well to course content and
worked extremely hard to complete a challenging essay task toward the end of term. Well done to all for the work
put in.
Students in Year 9 studied their first in-depth Shakespearean play, Julius Caesar. They presented some interesting
and imaginative contemporary representations of key scenes in the play, demonstrating their enthusiastic engagement with the text. Exams got underway earlier this week. Good luck to all with their results.
Year 10 completed their studies of To Kill a Mockingbird as well as the graphic novel The Complete Maus and worked
on developing their analytic and creative skills. The boys produced some excellent podcasts for their assessment
task, reflecting their skill in the areas of technology and analysis. Next term, the Year 10 class will be exploring Shakespeare’s Macbeth, always an exciting part of the Year 10 syllabus.
Year 11 Standard and Advanced classes have completed their second module of the new Preliminary syllabus, the
Standard class having studied multimodal texts through Nam Le’s The Boat and a selection of other related texts.
The Advanced class has explored how narratives can shape our world through an analysis of how the Machiavellian
character as originally portrayed in Machiavelli’s The Prince has been reinterpreted in texts over time, shaping our
perceptions of humanity and our world.
Texts for Term 3:
Year 7: Hitler’s Daughter
Year 8: Introduction to Shakespeare (no text needed, extracts provided by teacher)
Year 9B: Lord of the Flies
Year 10: Macbeth
Liora Srage and Eimear Henry

Boys' High School

Bi Weekly Lunch and Learn

Bar Mitzvah
On Monday we celebrated the barmitzvah of Ari Levy. A big mazeltov to Ari and his family!

Shluchim visit

Last Friday the BHS hosted the YG shluchim who came to Sydney for the weekend. Many boys participated in an
early morning chassidus session with the shluchim. After davening the boys had a group session learning with the
shluchim. At the end of the day the shluchim accompanied the boys on their mivtzoim routes.

Boys' High School

Dushinsky Rebbe visits KTC

On Wednesday we had the great honour of hosting the Dushinsky Rebbe who came to daven in our minyan. After
davening the Rebbe shared some words of encouragement. A few boys even had the opportunity to be tested in
Gemorah by him. The Dushinsky Rebbe told others later that he had been very impressed by the boys abilities in
learning.

Boys' High School

Girls' High School
English

After a busy term, filled with assessment tasks and culminating in exams for Years 9 and 10, the students can truly say that
the holidays are a much-needed and welcome relief.
The Year 7 class spent Term 2 exploring the Fantasy Genre. Students engaged enthusiastically with the studied texts and
produced some imaginative fantasy stories towards the end of term. They also enjoyed analysing scenes from the movie
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey, submitting impressive paragraphs for their Term Two assessment task.
The Year 8 class engaged in a comparative study of the novel Trash and extracts from the film Slumdog Millionaire, in
order to develop visual literacy, creative and analytic writing skills. Students responded well to course content and worked
extremely hard to complete a challenging essay task toward the end of term. Well done to all for the work put in.
Students in Year 9 studied their first in-depth Shakespearean play, Julius Caesar. They presented some interesting and
imaginative contemporary representations of key scenes in the play, demonstrating their enthusiastic engagement with
the text. Exams got underway earlier this week. Good luck to all with their results.
Year 10 completed their studies of To Kill a Mockingbird as well as the graphic novel The Complete Maus and worked on
developing their analytic and creative skills.
Year 11 Standard and Advanced classes have completed their second module of the new Preliminary syllabus, the
Standard class having studied multimodal texts through Nam Le’s The Boat and a selection of other related texts. The
Advanced class has explored how narratives can shape our world through an analysis of how the Machiavellian character
as originally portrayed in Machiavelli’s The Prince has been reinterpreted in texts over time, shaping our perceptions of
humanity and our world.
The Year 12 HSC classes have started their final modules and are now working towards their trial examinations, which will
take place early next term. There will be two English examinations – Paper 1 on the Area of Study and Paper 2 on the three
modules studied. A two-hour class will be held on Monday 16th July (in the second week of the holidays – all HSC students
are expected to attend). In addition, students should be working on developing their responses to a variety of questions
in preparation for the trial examination.
Texts for Term 3:
Year 7: Hitler’s Daughter
Year 8: Introduction to Shakespeare (no text needed, extracts provided by teacher)
Year 9B: Hidden Figures (Film)
Year 10: Macbeth
Liora Srage and Eimear Henry

Girls' High School
Guest Speakers

The Girls' High School students were privileged at their
Friday assembly to meet guest speaker Rivka Buchbinder and hear her inspirational story. At the young age of
just 20 years old, Rivka has battled cancer 3 times and
undergone numerous painful surgeries and terrifying diagnoses. Her plucky strength of spirit and sense
of humour as she delivered the tale of her journey was
inspiring to listen to and taught the message of never
giving up hope and living life to its fullest.

The year 12 girls met with two representative from Jewish Care to talk a bout the “big sister, big brother” program, which
aims at older teenagers assisting/spending time with a younger child.

News/Announcements
Mazel Tov

To Ayelet Lobel and Ari Allen on the occasion of their marriage
To Rabbi and Mrs Lobel on the wedding of their daughter,

Community

We will be using the Skoolbag app
more frequently to communicate with
parents.
Please ensure that you have the app
downloaded on your phone so that
you dont miss out on important
messages or permission slips.

A "Term in Focus' will be prepared during the term break, which will
include the planned activities and focus for term 3, 2018.

Community

Who’s the Boss?

How and when to say No to your adolescent
JewishCare & Woollahra Council invite you to a parent seminar Q&A, to explore:
• The adolescents developing brain
• Legal ramifications when permitting risk taking behaviours
(underage drinking/having fake IDs/hosting parties etc)
• Building trust, communication and mutual respect with your child
• Strategies and advice for parents to implement boundaries in the home
Date

Wednesday 8 August 2018

Time

7 - 8.30pm

Venue

JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra

Cost FREE

RSVP

To register for the seminar, please go to www.trybooking.com/WSOA

Guest panel members:
Andy Aronstan - Counselling Psychologist
Andy is a Counselling Psychologist with 14+ years
working with children and young people. She currently
works as a school psychologist in a local high school,
and also works in private practice.

Yasmin London - Community Engagement Officer,
Eastern Suburbs Police Area Command
Yasmin London is the Community Engagement Officer
at Rose Bay Police. She previously worked as the Youth
Liasion officer, and has many years’ experience working
with young people in the community. Yasmin has worked
in the police force for 12 years.

http://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/events
JewishCare is a member of the
JCA family of organisations

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660 W www.jewishcare.com.au
Find us on

(JewishCareNSW)
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