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KTC Needs You!
In a busy day, 
week, month 
and year, there 
are many souls 
that are ignited 
at our College.  

Each child in our school is a 
“Ner Tamid” - an eternal light - 
and the purpose of our school 
is to “ignite the spark” in each 
and every child.  
With the support of the 
whole KTC Community, we 
are daring to do something 
extraordinary – a fundraiser 
that not only raises $1 Million, 
but one that promotes 
Torah and Torah learning for 19 
consecutive hours.  
Ambitious?  Certainly.  Achievable?  
Yes – with the help and support of the 
many Rabbis and speakers who have 
volunteered their time and services 
to complete 19 hours of Torah 
learning.  How can you help each 
child benefit from this incredible 
project?  
We believe that the $1 Million that 
we are aiming to raise, will indeed 
benefit every single child in Kesser 
Torah College.
•  $250,000 will be allocated 

to Informal Jewish Education – 
Shluchim, Shluchot and camps.  
Many educators will tell you 
that what happens outside of 
the classroom is as important, 
if not even more so, than what 

happens inside of the classroom.  
We need to inspire the next 
generation of Jewish children by 
showing them that what they are 
taught in the classroom is real; is 
relevant; is meaningful – to their 
lives right now, and for the future.

•  $250,000 will be allocated 
to Academic Extension 
programmes that will enrich, 
engage and challenge our 
academically able students.  
We already have an excellent 
Learning Support programme 
in Primary School.  We need 
to ensure that those who need 
academic differentiation at the 
other end of the spectrum can 
be provided with a programme 
that extends and amplifies their 
learning each day.  

•  $250,000 will be used 

to expand our software and 
information technology 
curriculum so that we can teach 
the exciting programmes of 
Robotics, STEM, Coding and 
Software Development.  

•  $150,000 will be used 
to build a facility for Food 
Technology and Hospitality 
Studies so that we can offer 
these subjects to Junior High 
School students and as electives 
throughout High School, and in 
HSC.

•  Finally, $100,000 will be 
allocated to the important 
upgrade of the playground area 
in our early Learning Centre.  

Kesser Torah College needs you!  

We need your passion…

We need your energy…

We need your support…

We need your enthusiasm…

Help us to help our children take 
KTC into the new era – one which 
will benefit every student who walks 
through our gates every day.

Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos

Roy Steinman
College Principal

CONNECTIONS



Dvar Torah  Rabbi Barber
׳ מי מנה עפר יעקב ׳ [במדבר כג ,י]
WHO HAS COUNTED THE DUST OF YAAKOV? 
(BAMIDBAR 23:10)
  
Bilaam’s plan to curse the Jewish people was foiled 
when Hashem forced him to bless and praise them 
instead. Describing the Jewish people’s endear-
ment to Hashem, Bilaam said, “Who has counted 
the dust of Yaakov?” According to one interpretation 
brought by Rashi, Bilaam was saying, “Even just the 
mitzvos they observe that involve dust are uncount-
able!” For example, says Rashi, the Jewish people 
are commanded not to harness an ox and a donkey 
together when ploughing the earth, not to sow their 
fields with a mixture of seeds, to use the dust-ashes 
of the red heifer for purification etc. According to 
Onkelos, the wording of the Posuk “The dust” refers 
to the children  that they will become numerous like 
the dust of the earth.
The Midrashim (Commentaries) enumerate many 
more mitzvos associated with dust, yet Rashi names 

four in particular. In doing so, Rashi hints that the 
mitzvos involving dust are not only numerous, but to 
a certain degree they are actually countless.
Rashi’s first two examples are farming prohibitions. 
The Jewish people’s primary occupation in those 
times was farming. Accordingly, their fulfilment of the 
laws related to ploughing and planting was constant: 
each time they ploughed or planted they were doing 
mitzvos.
Considering the Jewish people’s “immeasurable” 
observance of these numerous mitzvos, Bilaam said, 
no curse could possibly affect them. This teaches us 
that when our children are surrounded with mitzvos 
and acts of goodness and kindness we ensure that 
they preserve the Jewish people. 

Have a good Shabbos,
Rabbi Barber

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC

Week 10 Sunday 1 July Fast of 17th Tammuz

Monday 2 july Exams 9 - 10

Tuesday 3 July Exams 9 -10

Wednesday 4 July Exams 9 -10

Thursday 5 July Exams 9 - 10

Friday 6 July Term 2 ends

Follow KTC on Facebook and Instagram !

   @kessertorahcollege

K esserTorahCollege



Early Learning

Role playing provides the children with opportunities to explore their understanding of who they are within the 
context of family and school.

Children enjoy participating in all the wonderful traditions that guide us in our daily life as observant people. It is 
important to the children and their family, and is the very fabric of who they are. It is these traditions that have been 
influencing the children’s role playing within the environment.

Whilst reflecting on the children’s interest, I read an article that resonated with me. In this article, it said that young 
children’s religious development is central and important in being who they are and whom they will become. All 
children were seen as being innately spiritual and that their identity, sense of belonging and sense of meaning, 
as well as their purpose in life were all inextricably intertwined with and affected by, the ways through which they 
might be nurtured.
Together with their friends, the children have created animated stories often incorporating favourite animal toys. 
Many of these interactions take place in Hebrew and whilst we don’t completely understand all that is said, the 
body language, the total joy and happiness that fills their faces tell us all we need to know.

In early childhood, and throughout life, relationships are crucial to a sense of belonging… Belonging is important 
as it shapes who you are and who you can become. 

Morah Ilana

Role Play - The Tamar Journey



We were recently visited by Leisal Stimpson, our Munch &  Move Consultant. She gave us lots of positive feedback 
about our challenging obstacle courses. She also provided us with an insight into the research the government 
is undertaking  in promoting physical literacy in young children (in her former role Leisal was a project officer for 
the Australia Sports Commission). 
Buoyed by her supportive comments we have ventured to the ‘big’ hall to challenge the children’s and the Morahs 
physicality.

Virginia Aghan

Munch & Move

Please check the latest changes to the National 
immunisation Program Schedule,  at the back 
of this newsletter

Immunisation Changes



Primary School

Students have had the opportunity 
to play a range of instruments this 
term including the ukulele, keyboard 
and percussion. The Year 3s and 4s in 
particular, have demonstrated fantastic 
skills playing the ukulele. They have 
worked hard to get their fingers around 
the chords and have successfully played 
a variety of songs as a class ensemble. It 
has also been a successful term for the 
extra curricular music ensembles, with 
students in the Year K-1 choir and the 
Year 2-6 girls choir rehearsing diligently 
every week. We look forward to seeing 
the ensembles perform next term!

Miss Calcagno

Music

Book Week 2018

Face Painting



Primary School

COLLABORATIVE TEACHING BETWEEN THE LEARNING CENTRE AND THE CLASSROOM

A dynamic and flexible relationship of collaboration between learning support and 
classroom practice ensures that the students under our care are assisted in the best way 
possible. This is a crucial part of our system of inclusive learning at Kesser Torah College.  

We provide in-class support across years K-6, whereby all students benefit from our 
teaching techniques and the extra guidance within the classroom. At times, the classroom 
teacher will work with the learning support students, whilst the learning support teacher 
works with the rest of the class. Furthermore, in-class support provides us with the oppor-
tunity to team-teach and share creative and multi-sensory teaching styles; the essence of 

collaborative teaching. 

Classroom teachers send weekly emails to the Learning Centre, 
detailing the areas of the curriculum to be taught for the week. This 
allows Learning Centre staff to revise and clarify these Key Learning 
areas, thereby providing opportunities for consolidation of classroom 
content. For this reason, class work is regularly completed within a 
student’s Learning Centre session, in addition to remediation of 
targeted literacy 
skills. Most impor-
tantly, students do 
not ‘miss out’ on 

classwork when they are withdrawn to the Learning Centre.

Our Learning Support Coordinator, Mrs Wendy Altman, provides 
advice and support to classroom teachers on specific learning strate-
gies to benefit all students at all levels within the classroom. This includes 
information garnered from standardised and formative testing as well 
as observations and monitoring. The aim is to give teachers a compre-
hensive analysis of student abilities. 

This system also allows us the opportunity to introduce our wealth of resources into the classrooms. In addition, 
documents are shared between the Learning Centre and classroom. For example, an individualised learning strategy 
document is referenced and updated when required, throughout the school year. Essentially, we aim to set all students 

up for success within the learning environment.

 “Collaborative practice is integral to effective inclusion. Within 
schools, teacher collaboration can foster …. professional rela-
tionships that enhance the educational experience and learning 
outcomes of pupils with special educational needs (Monica Mul-
holland and Una O’Connor. 2016. International Journal of Inclusive 
Education). And this is how we support our students at Kesser 
Torah College!

Tamar Kerner Learning Support Teacher with the Learning 
Support Staff

The Learning Centre



Primary School
Year  3
Over the last 2 weeks the Year 3s  have been put to the test in a Chumash Champ Challenge to learn an entire Perek 
of Chumash with the story of Akeidas Yitzchak by heart. Each child could choose the amount of Pesukim they felt 
ready to learn and tried hard to achieve their goal. They have so much to be proud of with every child completing 
their quota and most of them finishing the entire Perek, which is more than anticipated. Well done Year 3! Kol 
Hakavod!

Mrs Levitan

Mishmor
K-G have learned details and  stories about the Rebbe’s life and worked hard on their special time line of the Rebbe’s 
life.

Yr K-1 B learnt about Mivtza Mezuza. They heard a story how a mezuza is made 
and learnt that the Mezuza guards us even when we are out of the house! They 
made a mini mezuza case, which they can actually use.

Yr 2-3G heard an amazing story of the Frierdiker Rebbe's mesirus nefesh at a 
very young age! We then learnt about how the children could have mesirus 
nefesh in their own lives! The children got to share their ideas about putting 
aside their own wants in order to do something else like helping ones mother 
when one feels like reading instead!



Primary School

Year 2-3 had a farbrengen for 12-13 Tammuz which included niggunim and stories of the 
Frierdiker Rebbe.

Mishmor

Year 4-6 B- This week the boys learnt about the evolution of Shulchan Aruch through the Tur as it was the yartzeit of Rabbi 
Yaakov Ben Asher. The class discussed the birth and imprisonment of the Friedeker Rebbe, the life of the Or HaChaim 
and the Shagas Aryeh. Lastly they touched on the death of Chur as a prelude to the sin of the golden calf and his involve-
ment in the situation. 

Yr 4-6G have been very busy working on their Rebbe scrapbook this term. This week 
the focus was on the Rebbe’s wife- Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka!

Torah Club
Yr K-1 focused on “The 3 Weeks”, about the Kosel Hamaaravi and how people from 
around the world go to daven at this holy site. We spoke about being extra careful 
with our mitzvos during this period, especially Ahavas Yisrael. The boys worked 
very hard on their Kosel Hamaaravi projects! 

K-1G learnt about 17 of Tammuz and made a kosel craft. They also learnt about how to respect our teachers. For 
Mishna, they learnt Mishna 4:1 and read a story about how we can be satisfied with what we have!



Primary School
Torah Club
Yr 2-3G learnt the mishna about the importance of 
making peace between our friends like Aaron Hakoan. 
The girls acted out examples of kindness and had a lot 
of fun on the way.

The girls also learnt about Shiva Asar BeTamuz, which 
is this Sunday, and the significance of fasting on this 
day - by creating a beautiful arts and craft displaying 
the Kotel.

Mrs Blasenstein

Yr. 2-3 boys learnt about respecting their teachers. In Mishna 
they learnt about the זכות of someone who learns Torah in order 
to practice what the Torah teaches us. They finished off  learning 
what happend on שבעה עשר תמוז.

This week Yr 4-6G started the story of Gidon Ben Yo’ash in Sefer Shoftim. It speaks about how the Yidden went 
against Hashem AGAIN! They were oppressed by the people of Midyan. Then they cried out to Hashem and 
Hashem sent a Malach to speak to Gidon. The girls learnt about their conversation and the proof the Malach 
brought to show he was a malach of Hashem. 

In Pirkei Avos, we focused on Perek Vav on Mishna Gimmel. Anyone who teaches you anything - no matter how 
small - deserves your respect. We learnt this from David Hamelech who treated Achisofel with the greatest respect, 
even though he only learnt two things from him.
We continued to say that even if you only know a little it is important to teach it to someone else. If you know Aleph 
you should teach Aleph! There is nothing too small!

4-6 Boys continued on in Sefer Shoftim, starting with Perek 6 and the story of Gideon.



High School



Boys' High School
Creative Arts
Yehoshua Shellim (Year 10), Koby Vissel and Levi Sacks (Year 
7)  standing in front of their class artworks - 'The Seven Days 
Of Creation' and a Pop Art style work entitled 'Rosh Hashanah'  
that were  auctioned  last Wednesday night at the Art Fair.

Ms Waugh

Years 8, 9 and 10 BHS visited the Sydney Jewish Museum last 
Tuesday, where we focused on two themes ‘Understanding the 
Holocaust’ and ‘Jewish Involvement in World War One’. Students 
explored key historical events that culminated in the mass 
shootings of Jews and the establishment of extermination camps. 
The five hour program included insightful interactive sessions 
with Museum educators (including artefact analysis), first-hand 
testimony from a Holocaust survivor and a guided tour of  the 
Museum.

HSIE Excursion



Boys' High School

Rabbi Chaiton

Bar Mitzvah Boys
Over the past few weeks we have had three High School boys celebrate their barmitzvahs. Pictured are David 
Miller, Hillel Eisenberg and Asher Simon receiving their special gift from Mr Steinman. 

On Monday we celebrated the barmitzvah of Asher Simon in our minyan! A big Mazel Tov to Asher and his 
family! 

During lunchtime on Monday, a Yud beis Tammuz far-
brengen was held for all BHS. 

Farbrengen



This weekend the YG shluchim will once again be 
visiting Sydney. Please see below for activities/meals 
that they are having with different classes:

YG Shluchim

Boys' High School



Girls' High School
Creative Arts
Here are some more highlights from the Art Fair last Wednesday. All students put in an amazing effort to get their 
artworks ready on time.

Ms Waugh



Girls' High School
Gimmel Tammuz Hachana Prizes
As the Pre Gimmel Tammuz program concluded, prizes 
were given out to recognise the effort and participation 
of our students:
-All those who attended 2 out of 3 out of school 
programs were rewarded with a pizza and chips lunch 
party 
- All those who participated in 4 out of 6 programs 
overall were entered into a raffle.
  Prize #1: $40 Jesse's voucher and manicure voucher to 
Rivka Schapiro
  Prize #2: Android tablet to Hodaya Cohavi
  Prize #3: $350 Westfield voucher to Gabi Cohen
- Special mention goes to Shira Dadon, Amit Aronstam, 
Batya Moss, Edden Asben and Sara Chana Straiton for 
participating in all programs!
Mazel Tov to those who won prizes and Yasher Koach to 
all who participated!

Mrs Gourarie



News/Announcements
PSG Security Roster Mazel Tov

To Jonathon and Esther Rochel Rona on 
the birth of a baby boy

Condolences
To Virginia Markham on the passing of her grandfather.

P&F
There will be a P&F meeting Wednesday 4 July in the Library  after school drop off. Everyone is welcome from 
Preschool - High School parents.

Thank You
Thank you to our sponsors from the Art Fair, and the P&F:



Community



Community

Wolper Jewish Hospital, Friends of Wolper and CHeBA invite you to attend

Moderator Julie McCrossin: Freelance journalist, facilitator, trainer and speaker
Professor Henry Brodaty: Senior psychogeriatrician, POWH; UNSW 
Professor Deborah Black: USyd; member of the Ageing and Health research team
Associate Professor Lisa Pont: Pharmacist; Macq U
Dr Nic Mills: Geriatrician at St Vincent’s and Wolper Jewish Hospital
Special audience members:  
Cody Kane, Loren Mowszowski, Sue Radd-Vagenas, Dr Joyce Siette

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY, 7.30PM • EVENT CINEMAS BONDI JUNCTION

Healthy AgeingFREE Q&A 
SESSION:

Parking is in Westfield – free after 6pm 
entry. Booking not required. This seminar 
will be videoed – the recording will be 
made available on the Wolper website. 
For more information contact  
Wolper 9328 6077

Wolper Jewish Hospital is a member of the  
JCA Family of Communal Organisations



Community



We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Community
Friendship Circle Day Camp
 Winter holidays are just around the corner and Friendship Circle is planning an amazing week of activities for 
young people with special needs from 9 to 13 July 2018.
Volunteering with Friendship Circle is a great opportunity for young people to have fun, feel great about them-
selves and make a difference.
The best part is that volunteers can have fun too!

Volunteer option 1 - Volunteer as a 1-1 Buddy

If you are 13 years old or older and are looking to make a difference during Winter school holidays, then please 
sign up to be a buddy for a young person with a disability. Your role will be to engage and befriend your buddy 
throughout the planned activities and experiences. You will be supported by a team of experienced leaders. 
The minimum commitment for new volunteers is 3 days plus orientation on Sunday, 8 July 2018.
Current volunteer please sign in and complete this form – https://www.sydneyfc.org.au/volunteeratdaycamp
New volunteers please complete this application form – https://www.sydneyfc.org.au/volunteerapplication

Volunteer option 2 - Volunteer in food prep, set up and pack away

We are looking for adult volunteers (18 years and older) to cut, spread, sort and pack 60 delicious and healthy 
lunches and snacks for Friendship Circle Day Camp. Once the kids are off on their outing it would be great 
if you had another hour to pack up and prepare the lunch area for the next day as well as tidy the hall for the 
children's return. 
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IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE REBATE
On 2 July 2018, the Child Care Subsidy and Addi-
tional Child Care Subsidy will replace the current 
child care fee assistance payments.  Child Care 

Subsidy will be paid directly to your approved child 
care provider(s) to reduce the fees you pay.

In April 2018, all families currently in receipt of Child 
Care Benefit and/or Child Care Rebate for approved 

care will receive a CentreLink letter about transitioning 
to the Child Care Subsidy.

You need to follow the instructions in your letter and 
go online to complete your Child Care Subsidy as-
sessment or claim for Child Care Subsidy as soon 
as possible. If this is not done by the 2nd of July 

childcare benefits will cease to continue for 2018.

Extra Information



Extra Information
 
                                                                                                                                            

         Public Health Unit 
                                                                                                                                          

 
CONTACT US  
Public Health Unit 
Locked Mail Bag 88 Randwick NSW 2031                                  @SESPUBLICHEALTH 
(Tel) 61 2 9382 8333 (Fax) 61 2 9382 8334                                     http://www.seslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Public_Health/
     

P. (02) 9540 7756  F. (02) 9540 8787 
 

 

 

 

All Year 10 and 11 students will be offered: 

 Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine 
As a single dose 

Further information will be provided in 2018 Year 10 & 11 
Parent Information Packs and is also available now in many 
languages at:  www.health.nsw.gov.au/schooltranslations 

A Record of Vaccination Card will be given to your child at the time of 
each vaccination at each school clinic. 

Please keep these cards for your records and provide a copy to your 
local doctor. 

If your child is absent for any clinics we will catch them up at the next 
school visit. 

NSW Adolescent Vaccination Program 2018 
for Years 10 & 11 Students 
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