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Two important mile-
stones were cele-
brated this week in 
the College. Our 
Bat Mitzvah girls in 
Year 6 presented a 

very dignified and spiritual evening of  
reflections, messages and music.  They 
certainly inspired most of us there, with 
their sincerity, dedication and insight.  I was 
particularly moved by the poignant theme, 
which focused on the role of their mothers 
in their lives and in their spiritual journey 
towards Bat Mitzvah.  The buffet dinner 
and family tables reinforced the Simcha 
that celebrates not only the end of a long 
journey of study, but also the beginning 
of a whole new era for our Bat Mitzvah 
students.  As I said in my address on the 
night:

“From now on, you are responsible for 
your decisions and choices.  This Rosh 
Hashana, for the first time, you stand 
before Hashem as an individual in your 
own right, ready to face those choices 
and decision that you have made and be 
judged independently for them.” 

I thank Rabbi Milecki and Aviva Itkin for all 
their efforts, not only throughout the year, 
but also in coordinating the Bat Mitzvah 
ceremony.  Their attention to detail and 
their intuitive understanding of our School, 
makes this one of the highlights of the year.  
I also thank Shelley Borer for coordinating 
the sumptuous dinner, as well as all of the 
other teachers who helped prepare our 
girls for their evening.  

Two days later we commemorated 
the start of another journey: our Year 1 
students received their very first Siddur at a 
very moving Siddur presentation.  Again, I 
thank Rabbi Milecki and particularly single 
out Rabbi Straiton and Janine Davidow-
itz, who prepared our Year 1 students for 
their Siddur presentation.  Their reflections 
and their singing inspired the audience, 
who enthusiastically clapped them to their 
grand finale.  I also loved the sound of their 
voices as they davened from their very 
own siddur, for the first time.  This was a 
true Kesser Torah moment - the reason 
why we send our children here.  The focus 
was not on the “Show” – although there 
certainly was a show to be proud of.  

The focus was on the Learning – the  
connections they make between  
themselves and their own tefillah.  It is so 
important for us to inspire our children to 
have a positive relationship with tefillah – 
and that starts now, when they are very 
young.  They need to see that we are 
indeed role models, and that we take our 
tefillah seriously, and that tefillah has a 
meaningful part in our lives on a regular 
basis.  We are their example.  They will 
connect to the relevancy of tefillah if they 
see that tefillah is relevant for us.

There is no more suitable time for us 
to reflect on our own personal relation-
ship, not only with tefillah, but with all our 
mitzvot.  I certainly commend you to read 
Rabbi Simons’s (a former student of mine) 
beautiful Dvar Torah, which gives us a 
framework for our relationship with the 
mitzvoth, particularly as we begin that in-
trospective journey leading to the month of 
Tishrei.  

Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos  
 
Ketiva V’Chatima Tova

Roy Steinman  
College Principal



Dvar Torah
Parshat 'Ki Seitzei'

The Next Three Weeks at KTC
Week 8

Mon 4 - Sep Years K-12 Parent/Teacher Girls

Wed 6 - Sep Years K-12 Parent/Teacher Boys

Week 9

Mon 11 - Sep Year 11 Preliminary Exams 
Commence

Wed 13 - Sep CIS Athletics

Week 10

Tue 19 - Sep Year 11 Preliminary Exams 
Conclude

ECC Shule visit & R.H. Party

Wed 20 - Sep Erev Rosh Hashana: Classes dismiss 
12pm

Primary Assembly

Thu 21 - Sep Rosh Hashana Day 1

Fri 22 - Sep Rosh Hashana Day 2

In this week’s Parsha we have an as-
tounding 74 Mitzvos, the highest found 
in any single Parsha in the Torah. The 
Parsha begins with laws on the battle-
field, however, the Or Hachaim (21:11) 
suggests that it is also alluding to the 
spiritual struggle that man is challenged 
with. In fact, the Jewish people are called 
Bnei Yisroel as an allusion to Ya’akov who 
was given this name after fighting with 
the angel of Esav (see Bereishis 32:29); 
for being a Jew involves battling the lower 
self on a constant basis. Thus, the Mishna 
teaches us, who is the real warrior in life, 
the one who conquers his evil inclina-
tion (Avos 4:1). But how are we to arm 
ourselves?

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 6:3) writes 
that based on the verse in Mishlei (1:9) 
the Mitzvos we do are not only spiritual 
ornaments, but they escort us and assist 
us wherever we go. “Rav Pinchas ben 
Chama said: Wherever a person goes, 
the Mitzvos accompany him. When you 
build a new house, a protective fence 
must be erected on the roof. When you 
put up a door, a Mezuza must be affixed to 
the doorpost. When you wear garments, 
there can be no wool and linen mixtures. 
When you have your hair cut, do not 

round of the corners of your head. If you 
have a field, when you plough, don't have 
two different species of animals pulling 
the plough. When you plant, don't plant 
Kilayim. When you harvest, don't return 
for forgotten bundles, rather leave them 
for the poor. When you go on your way 
and chance upon a bird’s nest, send away 
the mother bird… etc.”

Essentially for every facet of our life, there 
is an accompanying Mitzvah, from the 
holiest to the mundane, every action is 
an opportunity to connect to Hashem and 
defend ourselves in the spiritual battle. 
However, within the realm of education, 
we too can find ways of connecting to our 
children and helping them grow.

Educating children is not just on the school 
front; there are teachable moments 
everywhere. From the car ride to and 
from school, meal times, leisure walks or 
playing with our kids, every moment we 
are provided with the opportunity to infuse 
our children with Torah values and building 
their character. Do we value their Torah 
and secular education by encouraging 
them and assisting them where possible, 
or are they left to listen to the radio during 
the commute? Do we invest in meaningful  
conversation with our children, or let 

technology take over? Do we encourage 
our children to play fair over winning, 
encouraging them to taking the moral 
high ground or to take moral and ethical 
shortcuts?

Every action that we do helps us win 
the war and improve ourselves and our 
families. I recall a story from my principal at 
Moriah (you might know him) who shared 
that a parent took his son on the bus and 
told the child to say that he was only 14 
(and not 16) to avoid paying the extra few 
cents on an adult fare while traveling to an 
amusement park. He may have saved a 
dollar, but he should have spent the dollar 
on teaching the child the importance of 
telling the truth and behaving ethically.

Every mitzvah and really everything we 
do, is an opportunity to guide us and 
improve ourselves. As we are in the 
month of Elul, it is a time for a spiritual 
stock taking of our actions over the past 
year and choosing an area to work on. 
Every day is a new battle. Are you ready?

Wishing you a good Shabbos and a 
Kesiva V’Chasima Tova for you and the 
family,

Rabbi Simons



10 September: Festival of Winds
19 September: Shule visit and Rosh Hashana Party
20 September: ECC and CRELS close at 12pm – Erev Rosh 
Hashana
21-22 September: ECC & CRELS closed – Rosh Hashana
29 September – ECC & CRELS closed – Erev Yom Kippur
2 October – ECC & CRELS closed – NSW Public Holiday

Class of the Week

Menorah & CRELS

Diary Dates

Early Learning Centre

Dear families,

As we reflect on our practices in the ELCs some of you might have noticed awesome changes in some of the rooms. The 
Morahs have worked hard at thinking about the best ways to use our current resources and re-design the rooms to be more 
effective for the children.

Research indicates that the learning environments both indoor and outdoor are the third teacher. As we keep reflecting on our 
learning spaces, we will keep improving them. The creation of quiet spaces, noisy spaces, messy spaces is a learning process 
for all. I am very excited to be on this learning journey with all the Morahs, children and families.

All the best!

Eulalia



Early Learning Centre
Science Week in the Menorah Class

Science Week was such an exciting time 
in the ECC, particularly in the Menorah
class!

Our children were busy exploring a variety 
of concepts, like density, floating/sinking, 
rain clouds and absorption as part of their 
learning. Through a fun variety of activities, 
we were encouraged to use our senses, 
knowledge and problem solving skills.

Making Rain Clouds: The Menorah 
children excitedly gathered around the 
science table for this experiment. We very 

carefully filled up glass canisters with water,
then a layer of shaving cream and finally 
used droppers (and wonderful fine motor
manipulation) to drop blue ink into the 
shaving cream. We loved observing the 
rain cloud effect we were able to achieve.

Walking Water: After the success of our 
Rain Cloud science experiment, we were
excited to again fill up two glass canisters 
with water and coloured ink (one red, 
one green). We placed an empty glass 
canister in the middle and carefully folded 
two pieces of paper towel. Each paper 

towel was placed partially in the filled 
canister and partially in the empty one. We 
watched on as the coloured water crept up 
the paper towel and started dripping into 
the empty glass. Eventually the colours 
mixed together, in the empty glass, to 
create brown.

The children were so engaged in these  
activities that we can’t wait to do some 
more science!

Morahs Rachel, Hedva and Shani



Early Learning Centre
Book Week in the CRELS 

To help create the atmosphere for book 
week the children assisted their educators 
in changing our morning classroom to 
include a library section where we read 
a variety of books and learnt about what  
experiences you can have in a library. This 
area was utilised each day and led us into 
the theme of book week.

The Theme of book week this year was 
“Escape to Everywhere” so in the CRELS 
we chose our favourite books to read and 
dramatise. Each day we took on a different 
adventure through stories and used 
props from our classroom to extend our  
understanding of the story we were  
re-enacting.

The stories we chose were “Going on a 
Bear Hunt” where we used a giant bear, 
a large tent as the cave and our outdoor 
spaces as the natural environments the 
characters travelled through.

We also read “I went to Africa” where we 
moved around the classroom using a 
variety of familiar songs about animals 
we met in the story to inspire our story 
and animal movements. Other stories 
included “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” and 
the “Wheels on the Bus” where we created 
our own transportation to move around
the spaces as suggested in the stories.

The CRELS children love to use their  
imaginations and have developed their 
social and emotional and cooperative skills 
by working together in these areas. As the 
children have a love of imaginative play we 
made a space in our outdoor environment 
with mirrors, tables, chairs and a variety of 
dress up costumes so the children could 
explore different roles and identities which 
was hugely successful.

To further celebrate book week, the 
boys from Year six came to read with 

the children which was followed by an 
incursion to the ECC, where the staff from 
Woollahra Library came to read to the 
children. The children engaged with the 
librarians and especially loved when the 
librarians sang two of their favourite songs 
“Old McDonald” and “Twinkle, Twinkle.”

On returning from our incursion the children 
sat down outdoors to a special picnic lunch 
prepared by the staff and shared their 
lunch with their favourite toys.

These special events help the children 
develop a love of literature which will stay 
with them throughout their lives. We are so 
happy that the children were so engaged in 
the events that celebrated the week.

Outcome 5: Children are effective  
communicators.

Vanessa McCarthy



Primary School
Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017

This year we are participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn programme. Through this programme we will be able to get 
new educational resources for our school/early learning centre – and all we need you to do is shop for your groceries at  
Woolworths. From Wednesday 26 July to Tuesday 19 September or while stock lasts, we are collecting Woolworths Earn 
& Learn Stickers.  You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift 
cards). Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, 
the Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school (found in the foyer).

At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of items 
ideal for our students – including resources for Maths, English, Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, 
Sport and for our library. If you’d like to know more visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 

NAPLAN Online Reminder - Headphones Needed

NAPLAN Online readiness testing is next week (beginning on September 4). All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will participate 
in this test which will be an ‘omnibus test’, with a selection of questions from Numeracy, Spelling and Reading. Students in 
Years 5, 7 and 9 will also participate in a writing test where they will be asked to complete a written text on the computer.

Please note that the only data that will be collected from these tests is data which will determine whether KTC has the 
technical requirements to be able to administer NAPLAN tests online from 2018. No academic data will be provided to 
schools or parents. To participate in this test all students are required to bring their own set of headphones. If you haven't 
already sent headphones to school with all studnets in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9, please do so by Monday September 4.

If your child was exempt or withdrawn from the NAPLAN tests earlier this year they will automatically be exempt from sitting 
this test. If you would like them to participate in this trial test, please contact noelene.bellingham@ktc.nsw.edu.au for Primary 
and michele.hanwellshort@ktc.nsw.edu.au for High School. 



ASISSA Athletics Carnival

Primary School

Last Thursday 24 August, over 200 hundred students in years 3-6, from 21 different schools, competed at the ASISSA 
Athletics Carnival at ES Marks Athletics Field, with 30 students representing Kesser Torah College.

KTC had Boys and Girls competing in both track and field events throughout the day, some of which achieved excellent 
results.

Arrial Levy – 3rd place in 100m, 200m and Senior Boys Relay heats
Asher Simmon – 2nd place 100m and 3rd place Senior Boys Relay heats
Levi Sacks – 2nd place 200m heat
Eli Rev – 1st place 800m, 2nd place 100m and 3rd place Senior Boys Relay heats
Menachem Kavka – 3rd place Senior Boys Relay heat
Kovi Kluwgant – 3rd place 100m heat
Tzvi Bloom – 1st place 100m heat
Choni Kavka – 3rd place 100m heat
Evy Malka – 2nd place 100m heat

A special mention and Congratulations needs to go to Eli Rev (yr. 5) who won his 800m heat, to finish 3rd overall, only 
narrowly missing out on being selected for the CIS Athletics Team. Well done to all the students who were selected and 
competed on the day. It’s a big achievement to be selected to represent your school at an interschool carnival, and all of
the students should be extremely proud of their efforts.

Ms. Kruit

The Infants' (K-2) Athletics Carnival will take place in week 11, on Wednesday 27 September, at Rodney Reserve. More  
information will be sent out in the coming weeks, but it would be great to have as many parents as possible, come along and 
cheer on the little ones.

Infants' Athletics Carnival



Primary School



Primary School

Year K & 1 Coders

Last week Mr Mark England visited KTC to teach our K/1 coders how to use the BBC Microbit. He is our CSIRO STEM 
Specialist-in-school.

Sally Robertson

National Health and Physical Education Day

Since 2012, National Health and Physical Education (HPE) Day has been the annual day to raise awareness of, and 
advocate for, the value of Health and Physical Education in Australian schools. 

80% of 5-17 year olds are not meeting the Australian Physical Activity and Sedentary Behaviour Guidelines of at least 
60 minutes of moderate to vigorous intensity physical activity every day. An educated nation, comprising active and 
healthy young people, is the best investment we can make in the future. Regular physical activity can increase childrens' 
concentration and attention in both the classroom and at home and research has also shown that regular physical 
activity in children can also be positive for academic achievement.

HPE is the learning area of the curriculum that provides real opportunities for children to learn how to lead active and 
healthy lifestyles – now and in the future. It teaches students how to enhance and positively influence their own and 
others’ health, safety and wellbeing. Learning in HPE makes an important, positive difference to their time as students 
and their lifelong participation and health outcomes. Parents, teachers, schools and communities play a central role in 
promoting, facilitating and modelling positive lifestyle behaviours.

The day aims to highlight the importance of HPE and impact on the learning potential and wellbeing of all children, 
the benefit to all schools, and the valuable contribution to the wider community. This year the event will be held on 
Wednesday 6 September, 2017, and Mr. Smith and I will be organising special activities that will focus on how the HPE 
learning area is ‘good for children’.

Parents and caregivers play an important role in promoting an active lifestyle for their children. We would like to 
encourage parents to get involved on the day. This could be by either walking or riding a bike or skateboard with your 
children, all or part of the way to school instead of taking the car, or by taking the stairs instead of the elevator. Take the 
dog for a walk with the family at the end of the day or instead of heading straight home after school, perhaps go to the 
local playground or park. It’s not only a chance to enjoy some quality time with the kids, but it can also make a substantial 
difference to their health by encouraging good habits that can stay with them for the rest of their lives.

Ms. Kruit



Primary School
Year 2 Ice Cream Party

The Year 2s have worked extremely hard this term to earn their 10 ice cream party points. They earned these points 
through their display of Derech Eretz, hard work in all their subjects and working together as a group. Well done Year 2, 
keep up the excellent work!

Sue Slater

Bas Mitzvah Dinner



Year 1 Siddur Party

Primary School



High School 

Facebook Advert Competition Extended 1 Week - WIN AN IPAD MINI!

To enter the competition, you must create an advertisement for KTC that focuses on why this is a unique and great school. In other 
words, ‘What Makes Kesser Torah Great?’.

In your ad, you must:

• use visuals/photos (NB: they need to conform to our rules of modesty/snius)
• use copy/text
• the dimensions - 15cm x 15cm
• digitally send your finished ad to ryan.scheftz@ktc.nsw.edu.au by Friday 8 September.

This competition is open to Boys' and Girls' High School.

Shortlisted ads will be posted on our Facebook and Instagram pages. You will then have one week to generate the most "likes" for 
your advert off KTC’s Instagram and Facebook. You should like, share, comment and get as many people to like the original post 
of your ad posted by KTC.

The winner will be the student with the most likes on his/her advert, and he/she will be awarded an iPad Mini!



Boys' High School 
Year 7 Cells Project

The Year 7s have produced some fantastic models of cells for their Assessment Task this term.  The students researched the 
different parts of the cell, produced a poster to explain their research and built models to show what a cell looks like.

Year 8 Chemical and Physical Change

Over the last few weeks, the Year 8 students have studied chemical and 
physical change.  The students have enjoyed the opportunity to carry out 
different chemical reactions and observe the signs that a chemical change has 
taken place.  The boys were particularly enthusiastic about making the reaction 
between vinegar and sodium bicarbonate: observing the exciting ‘elephant’s  
toothpaste’ reaction shoot out from the conical flask.

Lily Okati

YG Shluchim

We were honoured to host the YG Shluchim who came from Melbourne to spend the weekend with us. On Friday morning, the 
Shluchim ran an early morning Chassidus program followed by a Zal session and then class-by-class learning. The Shluchim 
then joined the boys on their regular Friday afternoon Mivtzoim routes.



Early Morning Chassidus

Boys' High School 

As part of our Tishrei preparation programme (in addition to the regular early morning Chassidus with Moshe Amzalak) we have 
early morning Chassidus with a different "guest" Rabbi each week. On Wednesday, Rabbi Chaiton presented to the group of 
15 boys who came together at 7:15 to learn Chassidus before davening.

BHS and Staff BBQ Jewish Knowledge Trivia



Tishrei Preparation in the BHS

Boys' High School 



Girls' High School 
Year 7 Cell Project

The Year 7s have worked really hard to research the structures found in cells. The students showed excellent inquiry 
skills, finding different parts of the cell, what they do and how they work together. The students them showed amazing 
creativity, making models to show what cells look like and posted to explain their research.

Science Week

Duing Science Week, our Year 7 and 8 students experienced an exciting new perspective on the night sky when 
they were visited by Skyworks Planetarium. After crawling into the inflatable dome, the girls could view the night sky 
projected onto the roof and walls around them. The students learnt about the different constellations and how they 
moved throughout the year. Year 9 and 10 students visited the Australian Museum where they participated in a variety 
of activities, including learning about climate change, careers in science and some hands on experiments.



Girls' High School 
Year 11

Year 11 students are working hard in all of their Science subjects to prepare for their Preliminary Exams. In Biology, 
the students presented truly exceptional work on classification.  The students delivered interesting and insightful  
presentations to the group on the development of the classification system, how it has changed as new technologies 
and theories have been developed, and how it used today.  All students displayed appreciation of the science involved 
and showed deep understanding.  They should be proud of all they have achieved and the huge variety of classification 
'memes' they managed to find!

To help with the preparation for their Preliminary Examinations, the students can use the following techniques:

Revision Techniques

• Check you have a full set of notes.  You should have information on each dot point.
• Traffic light each dot point. Focus your revision on the red and amber points, asking for help from your  

teacher where necessary.
• Convert your notes to a new format.  Just copying out notes is not enough, you need to engage with the  

information. You could try:

 - making a mind map, drawing lines to connect the different ideas.
 - converting your notes to pictures.
 - constructing tables, Venn diagrams and other types of graphic organisers.
 - making a video or voice recording.

• Watch videos on topics with which you may be struggling with. Search the topic on YouTube: there are millions of  
excellent  explanations available!

• Complete past papers.  This will help you develop skills in understanding the questions, writing concise  
answers and clearly explaining your understanding.

Lily Okati

Vocabulary Competition Awards

Awards and prizes were given out on Friday to students in years 7-10 to celebrate their success in achieving great results 
in the Hebrew vocabulary program coordinated by Rabbi Rapoport. There were 197 words to master!



Guest Speaker

Rabbi Aron Moss addressed the Year 12 girls this week on the topic of marriage, the ceremony and its significance.

Dvora Moss
Head of Girls' High School    

Girls' High School 

Elul Campaign

Elul activities are well under way! Girls have been giving extra Tzedakah, fundraising plans are being hatched, groups of 
students visited COA and Montefiore completing phase one of the Tefilla project! More to come next week!

Visit to Montefiore

Students visited residents at Montefiore Aged Care. The girls enjoyed meeting Joycie and hearing her insights on having a 
positive attitude and always smiling through life.



Year 11 Lunch 'n' Learn

The Year 11 girls were honoured to have Rabbi Moss address the girls during their lunch and learn this Thursday.
Rabbi Moss delved into contemporary halachic topics. He demonstrated to the girls the importance of having the Torah as our 
moral guide in providing clarity to all areas of our lives. The girls found the talk informative and interesting.

Girls' High School 

Falafel Day for Hatzolah Israel



News / Announcements

PSG Roster

Monday 4 September AM

PM Royce Isacowitz

Michelle Eisenberg

Tuesday 5 September AM

PM Devorah Tockar

Wednesday 6 September AM

PM

Thursday 7 September AM Mark Weinberg

PM

Friday 8 September AM Shoshie Kastel

PM Sharron Vogel

Talia Weinberg

Community

Ian and Bernice Charif's daughter, Nicci and Marc Elison, 
had a daughter

מזל טוב!

Mazel Tov

Condolences 

Condolences to Yerachmiel (Royce) Isacowitz on the 
passing of his mother, Rosie Isacowitz a"h. We wish  
Yerachmiel and the Isacowitz family long life.

Parent Council Function 

On Monday night, the KTC mums got together for some Elul learning. Organised by the P&F, the ladies enjoyed delicious 
soup and some socialising before the learning began. Rabbi Dovy Rapoport presented a fascinating shiur on the themes 
of Rosh Hashana, focusing on Tefillah and teshuva. The shiur allowed the ladies to take a moment and start thinking 
about the significance of this time of year. The P&F looks forward to seeing you at our next function. Ksiva V'Chasima 
Tova.

We Want to Hear What You Think...
Please join us for an Enrolments Brainstorming Session on Tuesday 26 September from 7.30pm-9pm at KTC to discuss 
and workshop ideas for boosting enrolments at KTC. Wine will be served! We look forward to seeing you there and 
sharing ideas.



Community



We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Community


