
“Worms are not creepy! They’re wormy!”
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When was the last time 
that you held a wriggling 
earthworm in the palm of 
your hand?  I really did 
not know how cold they 
are.  Not to be out-done 

by my fellow and much younger observers, 
I held out my hand in trepidation, in order to 
receive my own special worm.  

“Creepy”, I said.  “No”, said my young 
friend, with much determination - “they’re 
WORMY!”  Of course, I had to agree.  I 
certainly did not know that earthworms  
absolutely love banana peel and the 
soft part of rockmelons.  I also did not 
know that you had to water them peri-
odically, to keep them moist and to give 
them a healthy drink every now and 
again.

The highlight of my week (after my 
daily English class with Year 9, of course) is 
the time I spend in different sections of our 
school, going into classes and experiencing 
life in the trenches.  Every Tuesday morning 
until lunch time, I have the privilege of sitting 
in on different classes enjoying the essence 
of what makes Kesser Torah College so 
unique, vibrant - even extraordinary.

This week I had the absolute pleasure to 
attend, and even participate in, classes in 
our CRELS and ECC centres.

After saying goodbye to the worms, it was 
story time!

Confession: while I love reading to my Year 
9 and Year 10 students – even if they do 
laugh at my attempt at creating different 

voices, reading to an ELC audience of young 
learners is another matter altogether.  Many 
of them already know the story before you 
even begin – and are quick to tell you if you 
have deviated in any minor detail.  Secondly, 
they are completely and absolutely engaged 
in every hand movement, gesture, and 
page-turn, and are as intrigued by the story 

itself, as they are with the illustrations.  Their 
faces light up when you attempt to imitate the 
sound of a plane falling to the ground, or a 
bird swooping, or the cackle of a witch – and 
the applause at the end is genuine.  Their  
enthusiasm is palpable.

I also loved sitting in on their Chalav U’d’Vash 
Hebrew lesson, as they engaged in  
conversation with their puppet friend Bentzi.

  
Finger painting, model building, sand-pit  
experiences (next time I will indeed take 
up the challenge of one student who dared 
me to come into the sand-pit with him) and 
tefillah – all made an indelible impression 
in me.

I guess the challenge for us, as teachers, 
and parents, is to maintain that level of  
excitement and curiosity as our children 
grow through the various stages of their 

educational journey.  It takes a very special 
person to be a teacher in the early years.  
These are often the heroes of our children’s 
educational story and make a long-lasting 
impression on their young minds and young 
souls, long after they have left the corridors 
and classrooms of our High School.  

Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos

Ketiva V’Chatima Tova

Roy Steinman  
College Principal



Dvar Torah
Parshat 'Ki Savo'

The Next Three Weeks at KTC
Week 9

Mon 11 - Sep Year 11 Preliminary Exams 
Commence

Wed 13 - Sep CIS Athletics

Week 10

Tue 19 - Sep Year 11 Preliminary Exams 
Conclude

ECC Shule visit & R.H. Party

Wed 20 - Sep Erev Rosh Hashana: Classes dismiss 
12pm

Primary Assembly

Thu 21 - Sep Rosh Hashana Day 1

Fri 22 - Sep Rosh Hashana Day 2

Week 11

Wed 27 - Sep Year 12 Graduation Dinner

Thu 28 - Sep Term 3 Ends

In this week’s Torah portion, Ki Savo, 
Moshe continues his lengthy speech to 
the Jews. The first Mitzvah mentioned is 
Bikkurim, that would apply when the Jews 
entered the Holy Land. 

In addition, this week marks a significant 
day in the Chassidic calendar. Firstly, the 
birth of the Baal Shem Tov (1698). Second, 
the birth of the Alter Rebbe (1745). This led 
to the famous Chassidic aphorism “Chai 
Elul breathes vitality into Elul.”

The Mitzvah of Bikkurim:

During the Temple era, every farmer was 
commanded to bring the first fruits which 
ripened in his orchard to the Holy Temple, 
in Jerusalem. There he would recite 
a passage thanking G-d for the Land 
and its bountiful harvest, and the fruits 
were then given to the kohanim (priests). 
This Mitzvah is completely devoted to  
expressing gratitude to G-d.

One can ask, why indeed is this Mitzvah 
necessary? After all, Judaism is packed 
with characteristics and features that 
support and encourage gratitude. There 
are daily prayers, prayers before and after 
eating, and the list goes on and on.
The Rebbe answered that there is one 
distinct difference between this Mitzvah 
and all other expressions of gratitude. In 
Bikkurim, it involves ACTION, whilst all 
the other ones involve words. Essentially, 
Bikkurim demands that it is not enough 
to feel, think and even talk about thanks, 
rather, it must lead to action.

Chassidic revolution:

Unlike most revolutions, the Chassidic 
one, led by the Baal Shem Tov, was about 
reintroducing and reemphasizing basic 
Jewish themes. One teaching in particular 
that become so essential to the movement 
was the importance of ‘Maasei Hamitzva’ 
(the performance of Mitzvah), which led to 
the Mivtzoim initiatives. (KTC Mivtzoim link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-
6uiasdL0KA)

This teaching ties in beautifully with the 
above explanation of Bikkurim, that it is the 
action that counts most. Likewise, when it 
comes to Yiddishkiet, Chassidus teaches 
us that it is insufficient for it to merely be 
intellectually stimulating, heart warming or 
culturally satisfying, but more importantly, 
Yiddishkiet must find expression in action. 
It is the action that makes the real impact to 
better this world! 

Applying this idea to ourselves as teachers 
and parents who are all involved in the ed-
ucational process, whether it is at school 
or at home, we are all trying to inculcate 
positive characteristics into our children. 
The message conveyed to us through the 
Parsha and Chassidus is that these good 
intentions demand ACTION!

Rabbi Light



19 September: Shule visit and Rosh Hashana Party
20 September: ECC and CRELS close at 12pm – Erev Rosh 
Hashana
21-22 September: ECC & CRELS closed – Rosh Hashana
29 September: ECC & CRELS closed – Erev Yom Kippur
2 October: ECC & CRELS closed – NSW Public Holiday
5 - 6 October: ECC & CRELS closed
11 October: ECC & CRELS close at 12pm
12 & 13 October: ECC & CRELS closed

Birthdays in the ECC & CRELS 

Zalman Koncepolski – turned 5
Nerya Illuz - turned 3 
Hershi Richter – turned 3
Dov Schapiro – turned 5

Class of the Week

Torah

Diary Dates

Early Learning Centre

Dear families

Spring is in the air and we hope that all the illnesses that we have had will start to disappear, as we get ready for our Rosh 
Hashana festivities. The family and friends afternoon tea was a great success. I am very proud of all our educators and children 
for making it such a special occasion. Thank you to all that were able to attend on the day.

We also had a visit by Mr Roy Steinman, College Principal, to all our classes this week! Such a special treat for the children 
and the educators. 

All the best!

Eulalia



Early Learning Centre
What a Wonderful Classroom Visit from our Principal Mr Roy Steinman

Through technology, photographs, story 
telling, books and imaginative play the 
children have been gaining a better  
understanding of the life on an octopus. 

Each day the children have been very 
busy making octopuses and along the way 
it is wonderful to see the children display 
creativity, experimentation and eagerness 
to learn. 

On Tuesday September 5 2017 the 
children in the Torah class were very 
excited to have our Principal Mr Roy 

Steinman join us in our classroom.  When 
he arrived the children were excited to 
sit with him on the mat and to extend our 
interest further he read a story about sea 
creatures. 

Mr Steinman read the story with such 
animation and each of the children 
displayed curiosity and loved to engage 
and learn. Along the way all of the children 
were very eager to share the many  
interesting facts they have been learning 
about octopuses. Some of these 
included…

• They love to eat crabs
• Sometimes they hide in a shell to 

catch their food
• An octopus can sting you and it can 

be fatal
• An octopus has 3 hearts
• They can camouflage their bodies to 

stalk their prey
• They have 8 legs and suckers 

A big thank you to Mr Steinman! We 
loved having you in our classroom and we 
cannot wait for you to visit us again!

Morahs Christina & Dina



Primary School
Year 3 Excursion to The Maritime Museum

Year 3 this term is studying who discovered Australia, as part of this we learnt about Captain Cook’s voyage to Australia on 
The Endeavour. On Wednesday, the students had the opportunity to go on a tour of a replica of The Endeavour. The students 
had a great time and learnt about what life was like for Captain Cook and his crew aboard The Endeavour on their voyage 
to our country. After the tour, the students also got to wonder around a gigantic modern battleship, which they particularly 
enjoyed, learning what life would also be like for a modern sailor. The students as well as having a great time, represented 
our college very well and should be commended for their outstanding behaviour.

Matthew Collins



Primary School

Torah Club will be running for another 2 Sundays this term. The children will be gearing up for Yom Tov and finishing up with 
some beautiful crafts.  

Torah Club

Primary School Canteen - Next Friday

This week our Years 3 and 5 students participated in the NAPLAN Online Readiness test.  This was a learning curve for 
everyone involved though students did say they liked it much better than the paper tests.  What it did highlight is the need for 
our students to practise their typing and general computer skills.  Students will begin to use a typing program in the coming 
weeks to assist them to develop these vital skills.  Practising of computer skills is also vital at home.

NAPLAN Online

We raised $1540 from our Lap-a-thon held earlier this year.  
Congratulations to our highest fundraisers: Yeoshua Tocker, Akiva Tockar, Shlomo Levitan, Levi Gescheit.  These students 
will receive a prize at our next assembly. We will combine this money with our fundraising from last year and purchase laptops 
for the primary school.

Lap-a-thon

Our recent book fair was a considerable success which has seen $786 worth of new books for our Jewish and general library 
collection being donated to our library.  Thank you to all our generous parents and students.

Book Fair



Primary School

In honour of Chai Elul, which is this Shabbas, Mishmor classes have been learning about the Baal Shem Tov and The Alter 
Rebbe. They finished off with a variety of crafts.

Mishmor News

This past week there has been a buzz in the Year 4 class. What better way to prepare for Rosh Hashana than to make a 
Siyum on the completion of the Perek in Mishnayos and Aliya in Chumash. 

This term, in addition to our regular Mishnayos program, we have been focusing on key concepts in the Mishnah.  In Chumash, 
we have just concluded the story of the "Sheep of Lavan". Below are pictures of the craft the students created, which reflect 
their comprehension of the learned material. 

Year 4 boys, be proud of your achievements!

Rabbi Barber

Year 4 Boys



High School 

What is working memory?

Working Memory is our ability to 
remember, process and manipulate  
information. It is the brain's equivalent to 
a 'post-it note'. 

There are two types of ways  
information is processed:

Verbal Working Memory - deals with 
information that you can read and hear. 
It is also known as Auditory Working 
Memory. 

Visuo-Spatial Working Memory - works 
with visual information, like images, 
numbers, maps, and patterns. 

Working memory is used in skills 
such as:

• Responding appropriately when 
having a conversation

• Carrying out instructions
• Reading an unknown word
• Paraphrasing spoken information 

(e.g. repeating back information 
heard/ instructions to clarify)

• Answering questions and  
remembering what to say when it’s 
your turn to talk

• Daily organisation
• Problem solving
• Reading comprehension
• Doing maths sums in your head

Difficulties with working memory 
may present in ways such as:

• Difficulty organising/completing a 
task with multiple steps (i.e. they 
often stop, or they lose their place).

• Miss details in instructions and fail to 
keep track of where they are up to 
with demanding activities.

• Make mistake in writing and 
counting in the classroom and fail to  
self-correct classroom work.

• Are easily distracted when not highly 
interested in an activity.

• Find it difficult to wait their turn (e.g. 
will interrupt or ask a question and 
then forget what to say when called 
upon).

• Have poor organisation skills (e.g. 
loses belongings easily, loses their 
place when organising a task with 
multiple steps).

• Demonstrate difficulties with maths 
calculations in their head.

• Find complex problem-solving  
challenging.

• Show slow progress despite working 
really hard (i.e. it’s not a problem of 
effort, it’s just that they can’t hold on to  
information long enough to  
manipulate and process it).

• Have difficulty starting or completing 
their work independently.

Strategies to help with working 
memory:

1. INTEND TO REMEMBER and BE 
INTERESTED – Pay attention and 
think how easy it is to remember 
new information connected with a 
hobby or interest you have.

2. UNDERSTAND – what is the point 
and meaning of what you are trying 
to learn? Find its purpose. Just 
learning facts or lists won’t be much 
use in an exam. 

3. LINK - New knowledge to things you 
already know.

4. MULTI-SENSORY - Use look, listen, 
touch, write, draw, use coloured 
pens, do experiments, read aloud, 
discuss, be active. This approach 
will use both sides of your brain.

5. PRACTICE - Write the key words 
from memory: include the new  
information in an essay, draw a 
biology diagram and label it, work 
out some maths problems.

6. USE MEMORY TRICKS –  
Visualisation is a great tool to help 
remember information. Creating 
pictures in your head helps with 
learning, and is generally how we 
learn in general.

7. PLAY CARDS - Games like Crazy 
Eights, Uno, Go Fish and War can 
improve working memory in two 
ways. 1. You have to keep the rules 
of the game in mind and 2. You have 
to remember what cards are needed 
to play those certain games.

8. CHUNK INFORMATION – Creating 
small groups of things is easier for 
the mind to remember things.

There are plenty of games, websites and 
apps that help with training and making 
working memory stronger. If you have 
spare time, search ‘working memory’ 
games and have a go! The more we 
flex the working memory muscle, the 
stronger it becomes.

Bulbin Aykiran
Learning Support – High School

Working Memory



High School 

Facebook Advert Competition - The Next Step

Submissions are in! Thank you to all those students who got involved and submitted an advert for the competition. 

The Next Step:

We will share the shortlisted designs to our Facebook and Instagram accounts. They will have 1 week to generate the most amount 
of 'likes'. In order to gather the most amount of 'likes', you must 'like' and share the original post and get your friends and family to 
'like' it. 

NOTE: the 'likes' will only be counted from our original post of your ad (no reposted photo with 'likes' will be counted). So get sharing 
our posts and generate the most amount of 'likes'. 

The winner will be announced in Assembly on Friday 15 September.

Good Luck!



Boys' High School 
Commerce

Commerce students have been studying the Consumer Choice topic, which explores the psychology behind consumer 
decisions and what influences our decisions to purchase goods and services. There is also an emphasis on consumer 
protection. Students learnt about their rights as a consumer and the importance of the concept ‘buyer beware’. Students 
have explored a range of examples where reputable businesses have engaged in misleading advertising and breaches of 
consumer law. Hopefully students will become well-informed consumers who will make wise purchasing decisions. We have 
even managed to fit in The LOGO Board Game, where students excelled in their ability to recognise leading brands and recall 
a variety of products and the campaigns these businesses use. 

Amelia Phillips

Historical Murder Mystery – Who Killed Pemulwuy?

The Year 8 History class is busy reaching their verdict in the murder mystery surrounding the death of Pemulwuy, who led 
Sydney’s Eora nation in the first Black War against British settlers between 1789 and 1802. Students have to use primary and 
secondary sources to search for clues about his murder, before presenting and justifying their verdict. These projects are due 
in Week 10, on Monday September 18.

Haiku Challenge

As part of our recent exploration of the influence of this period of Japanese history on modern Japan, the class completed a 
‘haiku challenge’ in imitation of the Japanese poet, Basho, who wrote poems about nature using the traditional three-line haiku 
structure of 5-7-5 syllables. The class briefly discussed a few of Basho’s haiku before attempting their own. Examples of these 
haiku are included.

Outside is very green
The birds are chirping loudly

Trees are very tall

Possums in the tree
Feeding on the insects fast

Before they scatter

Trees sway in the wind
They grow from a small seedling

They give life to others



Boys' High School 
Fieldwork and Primary Research – Is KTC a ‘threat’ to the local habitat?

Years 7 and 8 Geography students are finalising their research in response to the focus question – is KTC a ‘threat’ to the local 
habitat? The boys have conducted Primary research into their household’s energy use, as well as carrying out surveys of lunch 
and recess packaging, rubbish left in the school playground (much of which ends up in the oceans) and of energy use through 
lights and air conditioning being left on in empty classrooms.
 
Last Friday, it was time for some fieldwork in Rodney Reserve, where the class researched the types of native vegetation and 
bird species to be found in and around the school. We were fortunate enough to see a falcon, as well as re-vegetation programs 
in action at one end of the Reserve. There were a number willy wagtails and fairy wrens to be seen amongst the bushes, signs 
that the local habitat is regenerating. 

Over the coming week, the boys will be collating this research and formulating an Action Plan to make KTC more sustainable, 
with the aim reducing our impact on the local habitat.

Sandra Rutter

Bible Quiz

A group of boys in the BHS have taken upon themselves the challenge of studying over 150 Perakim in Tanach before the State 
Bible Quiz test in November. The winner of the State Quiz will receive tickets to go and represent Australia in the International 
Bible Quiz next year in Israel. We are very proud of our boys for taking on this challenge and are very appreciative for all the 
efforts of Mrs Behar in making this happen. 



Pizza Party

Boys' High School 

A special pizza party was held for the boys who have been going on Mivtzoim for the past 4/5 weeks. We are so proud of these 
boys and the tremendous Kiddush Hashem that they are making in the community.

Chumash Word Competition
Chumash Vocabulary Competition Awards and prizes were given out on Friday to students in years 8-10 to celebrate their 
success in achieving great results in the Hebrew vocabulary program coordinated by Rabbi Rapoport. There were 197 words 
to master!

BHS Farbrengen with Rabbi Straiton

As part of our Tishrei Preparation Program last Thursday night the BHS had an inspirational farbrengen with Rabbi Straiton. 
Thank you to the Niasoffs for hosting!



Jewish Knowledge Trivia

Shabbat Dinner

Boys' High School 



Tishrei Preparation in the BHS

Boys' High School 



Girls' High School 
HSC Art
Last week the year 12 art class handed in their major bodies of work for the HSC, here is a snippet of some of them. The 
works look amazing – a massive congratulations to them all!

Melanie Waugh

Emily Samama - The Artist

Ayelet Blackman - Mortal and Immortal

Tali Posniak - Le'espoir du Pheonix

Batsheva Berkovits - Sydney Feetures

Chani Kaplan - Frame Fatale

Rafaella Twina - Smother



Girls' High School 
Year 11 Business Studies

Year 11 Business Studies students have submitted their plans for a start-up business. The students have spent many 
hours planning their idea and completing their business plans. These include cash flow projections for the first year of 
operations, a detailed outline of staffing needs and marketing strategies. Students have displayed excellent creativity in 
both their business idea and in the execution of their business plans. We may very well see some of these businesses 
in the future! 

Amelia Phillips

Origami and Haiku

Year 8 History has just finished studying the topic Japan Under the Shoguns. As part of our exploration of the influence 
of this period of Japanese history on modern Japan, the class made origami whales, in celebration of the whales 
migrating north past KTC. 

In addition, the girls completed a ‘haiku challenge’ in imitation of the Japanese poet, Basho, who wrote poems about 
nature using the traditional three-line haiku structure of 5-7-5 syllables. The class briefly discussed a few of Basho’s 
haiku before attempting their own. Examples of these haiku are included.

Sandra Rutter

Surrounded by green
The silent hushing of trees

Harmoniously

The wind is howling
Colourful leaves everywhere

Covering the streets

Food is delicious
You must always eat healthy

Potatoes are great!

The wind softly blows
A lone leaf slowly blows away

Into a pile

Phones, keep us in touch
Phones, help us stay close with 

friends

I love reading books
I love to read all the time
Reading books is fun!

Haiku are sometimes fun
But sometimes they don’t make sense

Elizabeth rocks!



Historical Murder Mystery – Who Killed Pemulwuy?

The Year 8 History class is busy reaching their verdict in the murder mystery surrounding the death of Pemulwuy, an 
indigenous warrior who led Sydney’s Eora nation in the first Black War against British settlers between 1789 and 1802. 
Students have to use primary and secondary sources to search for clues about his murder, before presenting and justi-
fying their verdict in a written response. These projects are due in Week 10, on Monday September 18.

Girls' High School 

Year 7 & 8 Hebrew

The Year 7 & 8 girls have written plays in Hebrew about health.

Year 7 Year 8



Year 9 Hebrew
Here are some samples of work from Year 9 Hebrew students.

Girls' High School 

Bluma Moss & Rivka Schapiro

Sara Aharoni & Chana Dadon



Chai Elul

On Friday, students were shown a video with an 
inspiring message ahead of Chai Elul, and were 
given "Life Lessons" cards with corresponding treats 
as a memento.

Girls' High School 

Students visit COA



Girls' High School 
Visit to the Montefiore

The Girls visited the Montefiore and learnt valuable lessons from the residents.

Chai Elul Farbrengen

All students are invited to a Chai Elul Farbrengen on Shabbos afternoon with guest speaker Rabbi Chanoch Sufrin, at the Moss 
home- 4 Lenoxx St, Bellevue Hill, at 4 pm.  

We are thankful to Rabbi Moss for sharing his time and expertise.



News / Announcements

PSG Roster

Monday 11 September AM

PM Lauren Joshua

Tuesday 12 September AM

PM Cassia Partane

Wednesday 13 September AM Sue Sonnenschein

PM

Thursday 14 September AM Ruttie Munoz

PM

Friday 15 September AM Leigh Goldberg

PM Sharron Vogel

Community

Romy Krassenstein and Danny Fishman on their  
engagement. We wish them and their families good health, 
Smachot and Brachot!

מזל טוב!

Mazel Tov

We Want to Hear What You Think...

Please join us for an Enrolments Brainstorming Session on Tuesday 26 September from 7.30pm-9pm at KTC to discuss 
and workshop ideas for boosting enrolments at KTC. Wine will be served! We look forward to seeing you there and 
sharing ideas.
 



Community



We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Community


