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Yehuda Blasenstein and 
Akiva Blackman, two 
graduates of Kesser 
Torah College (class of 
2015) met up in Chevron 
– an interesting place for 

a KTC reunion!  Akiva is currently serving in 
the Paratroopers Unit of the IDF, and based 
in Chevron.  Yehuda is doing Smicha in 
Kiryat Arba and doing Shluchos in Chevron.  
Every afternoon the Shluchim bring coffee, 
food and much-needed conversation to 
the Chayalim.  Two very different ways of 
serving and contributing to Am Yisrael. 
 Of course, the class of 2015 were very 
special in so many ways.  The 25 graduates 
of the College, I am told, made a huge con-
tribution to KTC and to the Sydney Jewish 
Community as a whole.  Academically very 
strong (over 50% in the top 10% of the State), 
they also excelled in being wonderful role 
models for younger students and gave in-
credible leadership in their HSC year – both 
to the College and outside of the College.  
 When I saw this photograph, I instantly 
recognised the symbolic significance of 
what this means for KTC.  Two graduates 
from the same class – both in Israel – both 
serving the wider community of Am Yisrael 
and Eretz Yisrael.  Over 80% of our Year 12 
graduates on average go to Israel for either 
their gap year programme or to stay on to do 
longer programmes.  We also have a very 
high percentage of graduates who decide to 
make Aliyah. We are very proud of Yehuda 
and Akiva and many like them, who selfless-
ly devote time to serve Klal Yisrael.

Being the final edition of Connections for this 
year, I want to take this opportunity to thank 

you, the readers, for your continued support 
of our College throughout this year of transi-
tion.  I have certainly enyoyed this “learning 
curve” as we have got to know each other.  
KTC is an exciting place and I am filled with 
hope and optimism that the path we are on, 
will lead to even greater heights as we grow 
our numbers and face the inevitable chal-
lenges ahead, together.  There will be tough 
decisions to take along the way, no doubt.  
There will be those who may disagree with 
some of the directions we have taken.  But 
in the end, we are determined that KTC 

will provide an excellent Limmudei Kodesh 
programme with a rigorous General Studies 
delivery.  More than anything else, we want 
KTC to be a nurturing and caring place of 
learning, where each individual feels that he 
or she is genuinely loved, respected, and 
nurtured.  

Please take some time to read through our 
2017 Yearbook when you receive yours.  I 
thank Ryan Scheftz, our Communications 

Manager, for all the work he has done in 
coordinating it and getting it published on 
time.  I also thank the many teachers who 
have contributed so meaningfully to its pro-
duction.  It is a very fitting tribute to this past 
year and will bear witness to the tremendous 
work done by our students and our teachers, 
providing our school with the dynamic and 
meaningful events and programmes that 
have taken place throughout the year.

As I write this, about 40 students from 
Years 9 and 10 are in Israel, representing 
both our College and our Community, in a 
programme of learning, discovery and ex-
citement in Israel for five and a half weeks.  
We look forward to hearing of their adven-
tures when they return (I will of course, get to 
see this through their eyes when I join them 
in about two weeks’ time).  

We look forward to welcoming the many 
new students and families who are going to 
join us in 2018.  We are probably one of the 
few Jewish Day Schools to record signifi-
cantly increased enrolments next year.

I wish all staff, students and parents a 
wonderful break and look forward to your 
return on 31 January 2018. May this coming 
Chanukah bring much light into our homes, 
into our community, into our lives, and into 
the world, as we remember that each and 
every one of us, is a “holy menorah” ready to 
partner with Hashem in creating and re-cre-
ating the world in which we live.

Shabbat shalom. Good Shabbos.
   
Roy Steinman         
College Principal



Final Weeks at KTC

Week 9

Mon 11 - Dec Yr 7-8 Exams Commence

Tue 12 - Dec Chanukah - First Night

ECC End of Year Concert

Thu 14 - Dec Yr K-6 Presentation Day

K-12 Last Day of Term

HSC Results Released

Yr 7-8 Exams Conclude

Fri 15 - Dec Staff Development Day

14 December: “Water Fun Day”
15 December: KTC Early Learning closes for 2017
16 January 2018: KTC Early Learning opens for children 2018

Class of the Week

Simcha

Birthdays

Raphael Blumenfeld
Noa Scheider - who turn 3

Avremel Dolnikov
Shai Behrman
Chaya Light
Yaeli Klein
Hodaya Perez
Elior Reicher
Koby Kavka - who turn 4

Kovi Vogel
Liana Rothschild
Dovid Friedman
Uriella Feiglin - who turn 5

Diary Dates

Early Learning

The following items have been handed in to reception 
throughout the year which have not yet been claimed:

• 3 wrist watches
• child's purse
• key with Honda car logo 
• Sony mobile phone
• Blackberry mobile phone
• Nokia mobile phone
• Apple iphone mobile
• Huawei mobile phone 
• HTC mobile phone
• Plantronics bluetooth earpiece

Anyone wishing to claim an item, will have to provide a detailed 
description of it.

Lost Property at Reception

The staff of our Early Childhood Centres would like to thank our 
children and families for a wonderful year and we hope you all 
have a fun and restful holiday. For those leaving us we wish you 
all the best, and for those returning in 2018, we look forward to 
seeing how you have grown and to experience the year ahead 
with you.

Have a great holiday.

Early Learning Staff

Thank You

Important Note

For those returning in 2018, please ensure you have returned your updated enrolment form with your child’s days of attendance 
and start date complete, so that we can finalise our numbers.



Early Learning
Simcha Class 2017

As we get ready to move on from the 
Simcha class: Morah Carmel is moving 
to Queensland, Morah Ettie will change 
classes for the new year, children going to 
Year K in Kesser Torah and other schools 
and some children having new Morah’s 
in the ECC. We thought we would think 
about what we loved about the Simcha 
class this year with all of our Morah’s – 
Morah Carmel, Ettie, Adina, Leor, Chaya 
and Hedva for Bentzi. 

Arlo: This year in the Simcha Class I have 
enjoyed going outside and playing with 
everything.

Basi: This year in the Simcha Class I have 
enjoyed making things with boxes and 
cups and things.

Chaya: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed doing experiments with mrs 
Robertson. 

Eden: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed learning about writing. 

Elichai: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed playing with Rutti, Hodaya 
and Shaina. I like playing outside in the 
sandpit and they bury me!

Ella: This year in the Simcha Class I have 
enjoyed doing Bentzi. In Bentzi I learnt to 
do the in animals in Hebrew with Morah 
Hedva. 

Gabriel: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed playing with Ollie and Arlo. 

Hodaya: This year in the Simcha Class 
I have enjoyed doing some playing with 
everybody. 

Jayden: This year in the Simcha Class I 
liked to put on the high heels and dress up. 

Leia: This year in the Simcha Class I have 
enjoyed davening with Morah Adina. 

Oliver: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed playing with my friends Arlo, 

Gabriel, Jayden, Eden and Hodaya. 

Rutti: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed doing Bentzi. 

Shaina: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed making the Hama beads, I 
made a heart with lots of colours, I used 
pink, purple, blue, yellow and white and 
brown.

Tamar: This year in the Simcha Class I 
have enjoyed doing the experiments with 
Morah Carmel. 

Uriella: This year in the Simcha Class I 
liked making my dolly’s car. I liked having 
my photo being taken with it!

Have a great Channukah and a safe and 
restful holidays. 

Morah Carmel, Morah Ettie and Morah 
Adina



Primary School

The 2017 academic year is coming to a close and our final weeks are very busy. Please take the time to read the  
information below to ensure you know what is happening.

Tuesday 12th - Excursion to Sky Zone (Tzivos Hashem & MAD Token award excursion – notes have been given to  
appropriate students)
Wednesday 13th – Chanukah Rally and Fair, and Class Parties
Thursday 14th – Presentation Day 9:15 – 10:45am, Hotdog lunch for all students

Presentation Day Assembly

The presentation day assembly will start promptly at 9:15am and should conclude by 10:45am.  Please note that we will have 
a professional photographer present on the day and photos will be made available at a later date for purchase.  To ensure that 
the program runs smoothly, parents are asked to remain seated during the assembly.  Personal photographs can be taken at 
the conclusion of the assembly.   

Hotdog Lunch

On Thursday 14th all students will be given a hotdog and ice-block for lunch.  There is no cost to students for this; however, 
should your child have any dietary requirements then please email gail.gottlieb@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Class Parties

Class parties will take place on Wednesday 13th in the afternoon.  Further information will be provided to you by the class 
teachers.  Please note that all food must be Kosher and free from nuts. Food should be pre-packed from a supermarket or 
from a Kosher bakery or caterer.

M.A.D Token Awards

Throughout the year the students have been working very hard to display excellent behaviour and collect M.A.D tokens.  This 
week I enjoyed having morning tea with 40 very excited students who have earnt 50 M.A.D tokens.  Next week I will be taking 
4 students climbing at Sky Zone for receiving 100 M.A.D Tokens.  We look forward to having many more students achieve 
these awards next year!

50 M.A.D Token Recipients

Temima Apple 
Chaya Mushka Milecki 
Shoshana Cezana 
Chaya Dadon 
Layla Vissel
Chana Gopin
Priva Schlanger
Tamar Gold
Meriav Shellim
Eden Ozana

Important Messages from Head of Primary

Miriam Lazurus
Elisheva Isacowitz
Rosie Levy
Meira Cezana 
Mia Chaiton 
Simi Jackson
Cherut Saar 
Liorah Strauss
Chloe Vogel
Hillel Eisenberg



Primary School

David Miller 
Pini Althaus 
Akiva Tockar 
Menachem Mendel Eichenblatt 
Shua Light 
Tzvi Bloom
Shmuel Eisenburg
Jordan Josman
Shmuli Joseph
Noah Harkham

100 M.A.D Token Recipients

Shlomo Levitan
Shmuel Eisenberg
Jordan Josman
Layla Vissel

We trust that all students will enjoy the end of year activities and we hope that you all have a safe and enjoyable holiday.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone on Wednesday 31st January.

N. Bellingham
Head of Primary

Mendel Richter
Evyatar Malka
Meir Gershowitz
Noam Dolev 
Eitan Meguideche 
Rei Saar 
Nossen Schlanger 
Leo Vissel 
Mendel Milecki 
Ben Krebs

The creative juices were really pumping this week! Menorahs of all shapes, sizes and colours came streaming in. It has been 
amazing to see so many children displaying such enthusiasm and pride in their creations!

Menorah Making Campaign



Primary School

Reading with Year 2 & 6
This week, the Year 6 students had the opportunity to read with the Year 2s in our brand-new library. They buddied up and 
each student was responsible for revising the reciprocal reading strategies. This allowed for students in both year groups to 
sharpen their reading and comprehension skills and build a relationship with their buddy.

S. Slater and L. Rudansky 

4G

Year 4 have completed making trailers about health and well-being. They learned how to use terms such as transitions, 
scenes, credits, and reviews to make their trailer look similar to examples they had watched. Groups filmed scenes in different 
areas of the school (enjoying the new courtyard) to present persuasive sections of their story in sequence.    
Students chose to represent issues such as bullying and disease.

X. Crittenden



Primary School
Presentation Day

Textbook and Stationery Lists

Dear Parents,

This is a reminder to please return your childrens' textbook and stationery list by Friday, 8 December.
A $25.00 late fee applies to all orders received after that date.

3G Finished with a Bang!

The 3G girls have a lot to be proud of this year, finishing two entire Parshios in Chumash. To celebrate, they were lucky to have 
Yiss Mill come in and do a drum circle with them.  What an incredible acheivement 3G and a well deserved siyum! 

A. Levitan

Girls' Torah Club Coming to KTC Next Year!

Subjects: Davening, Derech Eretz Program, Yedios Klolios, Pirkei Avos, Mishna, Chumash all done in a fun and in-
teractive way! If you would like to send your daughter/s, please call or text Rochel Blasenstein on 0425371987 or email  
rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au. Girls' Torah Club will be on Sunday mornings @KTC  from 10-12 for Years K-6 
(depending on numbers). 



Primary School

This past Monday and Tuesday were the last days of Mishmor, 5777/78. We had a special end of year assembly where all 
the children received certificates, prizes and Chanuka Gelt. The children got to watch video clips of their Mishmor classes this 
year and had a few good laughs. Here is a link for you to view this year's exciting Mishmor classes. Please follow the link and 
enjoy!: https://photos.app.goo.gl/lbPFhdwF1fAqvY6E3 

Mishmor News

Over the past two weeks, Year 2 have been studying the story of Chanukah including the historical background and timeline, 
the laws of how and when to light as well as the other minhagim of this Yom Tov. The class has also been doing a lot of creative 
work designing 3D dreidels and creating beautiful mock stained glass Chanukah pictures.

Rabbi Richter

Year 2 Dinim



Primary School
Torah Club

This Sunday is the last Torah Club for this year. BH, we had a very successful year full of learning and fun. This past Sunday 
the classes focused on Chanukah and working on some very creative Chanukah crafts. Please take your time to have a look 
at the Torah Club video: https://photos.app.goo.gl/Gumxo197zelcF5Cd2

19th of Kislev

On Thursday each class participated in special Farbrengen gatherings with their Kodesh teachers to mark the 19th of Kislev. 
The students learned about the significance of the day and were inspired through stories to strengthen their study of Torah 
and fulfilment of Mitzvos. 



High School 

Year 7 and 8 exams start next week!  Below are 10 tips to help with your learning.

1. Set study goals: 
        It is always a good idea to set yourself some study goals. Think about what you want to accomplish in the session   
        you have set aside for the particular topic. Ask yourself: 'Am I setting realistic goals?' 'Will I need to work harder to   
        achieve those goals?' 

2. Make a study plan:
      Time is precious and creating an effective study plan will help you get organised and help you make the most of your  
        time. It will also give you a sense of direction and give you some guidance on where to start.

3. Take regular breaks:
       It’s important to give yourself breaks. We can’t study for hours on end and be expected to retain all the information we  
         are revising. Each of you will know how long you can study for and when to take breaks. Reward yourself with going for    
         a walk, talking to a friend or watching TV. But be disciplined and don’t procrastinate.

4. Test yourself:
        It is important to be able to recite the information you have/ are learning to make sure you are retaining the information.         
        Find creative ways to test yourself.

5. Group study sessions:
     Gather your friends and create a learning group. Test each other and make a competition or game out of it. Being  
        interactive with learning helps to remember the information.

6. Ask for your parents help:
        I’m sure your parents would love to sit with you and help you study! They have the experience so just ask them.

7. Find new ways to learn:
        It is important to know how you learn. At the beginning of the year you completed a questionnaire informing you of what     
        your preferred learning style is. Are you a visual, audio or kinaesthetic learner? Adapt your learning to your style.

8. Practice old exams and ask for other worksheets so you can practice:
      This is the best way to understand what exams will be asking of you. Take note of the language in the exams and look  
    up key words you don’t know. Look at how the questions are worded, and pull out exactly what you need to be  
       answering. If you are unsure, just ask.

9. Keep motivated:
      It can be tough to keep motivated to learn. Being at the end of the year and seeing that the holidays are only a short  
        reach away. Keep your eye on the prize and make sure you are aiming for those study goals.

10. Keep your study area organised:
      Last, but not least, keep your study area tidy! It is a proven fact, the more organised you are, the more efficient you'll be.   
       Not only will you know where everything is (not rifling through all your worksheets trying to find that one piece of paper),      
       but you will feel good about it too.

Good Luck!
B. Aykiran

Study Tips



High School 

As 2017 draws to a close, we find ourselves reflecting back on the year that was and the year that is to come, and ask 
ourselves the extent to which we have accomplished the goals we set and what new goals can now be reached. The Year 
12 students have begun their HSC year in earnest with a focused and committed approach to their work, setting their own 
goals for success at the end of 2018. Year 9 and 10 classes have completed their final exams, which we are in the process 
of marking, and we wish them all a fantastic trip to Israel. Over the past week, the Year 7s have been engaged in developing 
creative works based on their study of Utopic/Dystopic societies as represented through literature while the Year 8s have 
developed their own websites on poetry. The students have produced some highly effective work on which they will reflect in 
the upcoming examination.

I hope that each student will take some time over the summer break to consider their own personal achievements and growth 
over 2017 and return in 2018 with vigour and excitement for what I am positive will be an exciting year. Ophelia, in Shake-
speare’s play Hamlet, states, “We know what we are but know not what we may be”. I would like this to be the refrain for the 
English classes in 2018 where each student strives for what they ‘may be’, not settling simply for what they ‘know’, or rather 
'think', they are. 

I would like to thank the teachers in the English Department – Ms Rutter and Ms Nicholas – for their hard work and efforts in 
educating your children over the year.  

I wish you all a good and restful break and I look forward to seeing everyone again in 2018.

L. Srage

English Department



Boys' High School 
KTC's Israel Tour Begins!

Design and Technology

This Term in Design and Technology, Year 7 & 8 have  designed and painted skateboard decks.



Girls' High School 

KTC Authors
Towards the end of 2016, while still in Year 10, the incoming Year 12 class had the opportunity to attend a creative writing 
workshop during which they learned skills in writing personal narratives and poems. Mazeltov to four of these students (Rachel 
Ichilcik, Rivka Lebovits, Tehilla Malka and Miriam Tuvel) who have recently had their work published in a book of writing called 
“State of Mind”, composed by students from around New South Wales who attended the workshops. I had the opportunity to 
attend the book launch a couple of weeks ago and the organisers gave me very positive feedback about our students.

L. Srage

KTC's Israel Tour Begins!

Word List Program
These Year 7 girls are the winners of the word list program



Well, here we are at the end of the first term of the last year of school for the Class of 2018!

Many of the girls are awaiting their results in HSC Modern and/or Classical Hebrew, due to be released next Thursday.
The end of term also means the first round of HSC assessment tasks. The Common Room has alternated between being 
quiet, as students work on their various tasks, and slightly noisy, as the Year 12s release some of the pressure they have 
been feeling. Hopefully, this is the time they will put into practice some of the strategies for study and time management – 
including the all-important study breaks and sleep – they have learnt through Elevate sessions, from their teachers, the School  
Counsellor, and the Head of General Studies.
Year 12 students organised a challah bake fundraiser for the family of former student, Simi Polonsky, which raised $530. Well 
done!  Have a good break Year 12, read your English texts and return ready to face the three-term challenge in 2018!

S. Rutter

Year 12 STAV

Girls' High School 

In culmination of a personal growth program, Year 7 & 8 students were treated to an amazing jetboating ride at Circular Quay.  
The rain held out and the girls had a fantastic time! All their efforts definitely paid off! Thanks to an anonymous donor for  
sponsoring part of the excursion.

Year 7 & 8 Go Jetboating!

It is with sadness that we thank and farewell our volunteer shlucha for this term, Rikki Levertov. Rikki has added much energy 
and excitement into the Girls' High School.  Rikki initiated the “share the light” candlelighting campaign, a preparation learning 
program for Yud Tes Kislev, personal growth competition for Year 7 & 8, as well as many afterschool activies and other fun and 
educational programs in school.  We appreciate Rikki’s enthusiasm and dedication and thank her for volunteering her time to 
work in our school! We will definitely miss you!

Farewell and Thank You to Rikki Levertov

Yud tes kislev was celebrated on Thursday with a mini lunchtime farbengen and video.   Continuing into Friday, with guest 
speaker Rabbi Mendel Deren and special breakfast. Students have been preparing for this day for the past month, through 
a learning program that showed how Chassidus illuminates teffila. As a culmination, students could use their accumulated 
points to bid in a Chinese auction for fantastic prizes. Amazing prizes were won at the Chinese auction in exchange for points 
accumulated over the past month! Instax camera, mini ice cream maker, Sephora gift card, portable speakers and jesses gift 
voucher were all auctioned off!

Yud Tes Kislev



Year 7 Girls made a Siyum on Parshas Behaloscha, that was celebrated with hot chips. The girls worked hard all year during 
their Chumash lessons and were very excited about finishing the whole Parsha. Rabbi Spielman is very proud of the girls!

Year 7

Year 8 Girls had a Chassidus Chanuka lesson. They learned about the deeper meaning of the Dreidel, had chocolate money 
and enjoyed a game of Dreidel while listening to Chanukah songs.

Year 8

Girls' High School 

Year 8 Novi designed a wall mural, with each girl representing their part of the storyline of Shmuel Beis that we have learned 
this past year. The girls referred back to the  Novi using the pesukim to explain their design. The girls provided a lot of creative 
detail in their designs, and their mural is a fantastic representation of the learning they have achieved this year.

Year 8 Wall Mural



News / Announcements
PSG Roster

Monday 11 December AM Sheva Vissel

PM

Tuesday 12 December AM

PM Ruth Apple

Wednesday 13 December AM

PM

Thursday 14 December AM

PM

Friday 15 December AM School Holidays

PM Commence

Community

To Meir and Dvora Moss and family on the recent passing 
of Agi Moss. 

Condolences

Thank you so much for those who attended the P&F welcome evening last week. We love that we have so many new faces 
who are excited to get involved. Since we wanted to get events up and running for next year we kept the meeting for planning 
Term 1 events. We would love to plan our next meeting which will be both a brainstorming session to generate ideas for new 
events and initiatives and also an AGM where people can nominate themselves for roles on the P&F Committee. Please let us 
know which works better for you: Monday 12th Feb 8.20-9.15am OR 7.30-8.30pm. 

In the meantime, if you have any ideas about the events in plan etc. please email pandf@ktc.nsw.edu.au. Reminder: the Term 2 
P&F planning meeting will be held 9th April 7.45pm. Looking forward to some amazing events coming up and fun new initiatives 
for 2018.

P&F Committee



Community



Kesser Torah College
בס״ד

After School Care Role
We are seeking an energetic and enthusiastic person to run the KTC After School Care programme 
in 2018.

Role Requirements:
• Supervision of students K-6
• Planning and facilitation of craft, sporting and homework activities
• Some administration tasks
• Preparation of Afternoon Tea

Hours of work: Monday to Thursday 3pm – 5:30pm

Essential Requirements:
• Working With Children’s Check
• First Aid Certificate
• Experience working with school aged children
• The ability to work within our school ethos

Should you feel you can fulfil this role please send your CV to the Head of Primary
noelene.bellingham@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Community

We welcome your feedback, please email newsletter@ktc.nsw.edu.au


