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KESSER TORAH COLLEGE WISHES TO THANK OUR RELIGIOUS AND COMMUNAL
LEADERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE SCHOOL AND FOR THEIR VITAL ONGOING
CONTRIBUTION TO JEWISH EDUCATION IN SYDNEY.

TO HEAR THEIR TORAH INSIGHTS ON JEWISH EDUCATION AND
THEIR PERSPECTIVES FOR THE NEW YEAR, PLEASE LOG IN TO
WWW.CHARIDY.COM/KTC
FROM 7 PM ON SUNDAY, 19 AUGUST
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Dvar Torah

Parshas Shoftim

שפטים ושטרים תתן לך בכל שעריך וגו׳
[Moses instructed the Jewish people,] “You must
appoint judges and sheriffs for yourself in all your
cities.” Deuteronomy 16:18
The opening of Parshas Shoftim teaches us to
appoint judges and police at our cities. The word
used for cities is ‘your gates’. Judges are used
when there are uncertainties and lack of clarity
and the police are used when one doesn’t have
their own inner strength to do what is right.
When we learn Torah, we gain the knowledge
to properly judge the choices that we face,
and we gain the inner strength, ‘the police’ to
act according to the Torah’s values. The Torah
teaches us, in order to live a Torah true life in our
‘personal city’, ourselves, we must place judges
and police at our gates, meaning, our eyes, ears,
nose and mouth. We must protect the things
that we see, hear, eat and speak. In doing so
the ‘gates’ will remain our own, with Torah true
values.

It is interesting that Hashem instructs about a
city that has more than one tribe, that a judge be
appointment for each individual tribe. In addition,
if one tribe is spread out in many cities, each
location needs its own judges.
This teaches us a powerful message in regard
to education and in raising our children. We
must consider that each environment even with
the same child will need a different approach in
dealing with an issue. We have to treat each with
its uniqueness and not a blanket rule for every
situation. In addition, even in one environment
with many children (tribes), we should not use the
same approach for everyone, only each individual need their own unique approach in dealing
with the situation.
Good Shabbos,
Rabbi Yehuda Spielman

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Sunday 19 August

Ignite The Spark Fundraiser and Alumni Cocktail Event 7:30 pm

Monday 20 August

Book Week
SING and DANCE events 5:45 pm

Tuesday 21 August

Keep Australia Beautiful Week

Wednesday 22 August

Primary School Book Week Parade and Fair
Yr 7-8 Junior Rugby

Monday 27 August

Parent Teacher Evening

Thursday 30 August

Parent Teacher Evening
Intermediate Rugby

Friday 31 August

Y4 Excursion: Hyde Park Barracks

Sunday 2 Sept

Child Protection Week

Monday 3 September

Early Learning Rosh Hashana Parties and Shule Visit
Rugby Finals

Tuesday 4 September

YK Aleph Beis Siyum
Y7 Futsal Gala Day

Thursday 6 September

HS Tushrea Yemei Iyun
National Read a Book Day

Friday 7 September

Y12 Last Day of Classes

Whole School Event
FROM THE CREATORS OF IGNITE THE SPARK WITHIN

JOIN US IN THE MPH AT 5.45 PM
ON MONDAY, 20 AUGUST
AS WE COUNTDOWN TO $1 MILLION
AND HEAR OUR CHILDREN SING!
REHEARSALS BEGIN
NEXT WEEK

Early Learning

Celebrating BOOK WEEK
A Book Week celebration is coming to the Early
Learning School!
Date: Wednesday 22nd August 2018
We invite all the children to come to school
dressed as a character from their favourite story
book.
To extend your love for reading, please don’t
forget to bring your book along with you on the
day.
We cannot wait to celebrate the joy of reading
with you!

1 Year Old Room
בס"ד

Kesser Torah College
KTC proudly announces enrolments are now open for our
1-2 year old room in our Early Learning Centre.
The Service will be available from Monday 8 October
2018, offering Jewish Learning in a nurturing
environment.
Enquiries should be directed to the enrolments officer:
Rachelle Smith
9301 1141
enrolments@ktc.nsw.edu.au
KTC - Live it : Daily.

enrolments@ktc.nsw.edu.au | 9301 1111 | www.kessertorah.nsw.edu.au

Early Learning

A Letter From a Grandparent
Dear Morah Rebecca,
Carmelle passed your email on to me for our comments on last Friday’s wonderful Grandparents Shabbat.
What an experience….you are absolutely correct we were totally overcome and admittedly a trifle emotional when
the Gefen class first walked in. We just couldn’t hold back the tears and words cannot adequately describe the joy
that we felt.
Each and every child absolutely shone with a truly special Shabbat glow and with pride in what they were about to
share with us their grandparents.
They all looked absolutely gorgeous, the little girls in their Shabbat clothes with their white lace tichels and the little
boys in their white shirts, ties and kippot.
You would have to be a really tough person not to be moved by the sight of your precious grandchild who was
bursting with pride and excitement to share this occasion with you.
From Sholem Aleichim through to Benching with all the songs and davening what great groundwork you are laying
for these children. The children participated with enormous enthusiasm and it was a total joy to watch.
Shabbat is an integral part of our lives every week - what we do at home is reinforced and extended at Pre-School
and as Roy Steinman said the children will take this experience with them forever.
Kol Hakavoed to all the staff that were involved - you made us the Grandparents so welcome with your attention to
detail.
The organisation that went into the Shabbat Party, from our allocated seats that were arranged either opposite or
right behind our Granddaughter Amielle.
It was so easy for each Grandparent to find their seat as you had placed a photo of our Grandchild on the seat along
with the Shabbat party programme that the relevant child had illustrated with a picture of their Grandparent. I think
that is what the picture was meant to represent?
The truly beautiful Shabbat table that the children were seated at complete with Spring flowers, Challot and Shabbat
candles. The delicious morning tea that you so thoughtfully supplied for the Grandparents.
However, best of all is your total dedication to passing on with such love and commitment the Jewish way of life to
our Grandchildren.
Thank you,
Robin and Murray Spiro

Early Learning

Celebrating with Family

Primary School
Book Week

BOOK WEEK

Book Week is upon us! Hurrah!
BOOK PARADE
Lots of excited students (and teachers) have already chosen and prepared their book character costumes for
the parade. We would love as many parents, grandparents, carers and visitors to join us for the Parade and for a
morning tea after. The P&F will be providing complimentary tea/coffee and drinks. They will also be selling a small
selection of snacks for the children and adults can pre-order muffins through trybooking.com, see the P&F for
details.
BOOK FAIR
Our Book Fair books have arrived and all classes will be able to preview the books in the library during class time
on Monday or Tuesday. During this time, students will have the opportunity to complete a wishlist that looks like
this:

One side lists the students’ details and the book/s they would like to purchase. The back has payment details for
parents, either online (see www.carnivalfairs.com.au/payment ), with cash or complete credit card details.
If parents cannot make the Book Fair but you would like your child to purchase a book, please ensure the form is
completed and that your child/ren bring the wishlist on the day. In the unlikely event that your child’s chosen book
sells out on the day, the book will be placed on order and arrive at KTC in 2-4 weeks.
Thank you for supporting our book fair! Every purchase benefits our school.
COMPETITIONS
During the week, there will also be a coloring in competition for Year K-2 and a design competition for Year 3-6.
All entries are due to your teacher or the teacher librarian by Wednesday, the day of the Parade. See the library for
entries.
Have you found your book treasure yet? Who will you be?

Primary School
Year 4

Year 4 have embarked on a study about how buildings tell historical stories. We are discovering facts about the
life and work of architects, past cultural behaviours and significant events such as battles or celebrations that have
happened in and near famous buildings and structures.
In the investigation (pictured) Year 4 made a house. Their design choices were guided by a set of inquiry questions
about environmental factors. These helped students to consider types of insulation and energy sources.
Miss Crittenden

Primary School

ICAS Competitions
ICAS Competitions
Earlier this year a number of students participated in the ICAS Science and Spelling competitions.
Congratulations to the following students:

Science
Merit
Meira Cezana (Year 2), Pini Althaus and Sarah Barber (Year 3)
Credit
Deena Cohen (Year 2), Laila Feiglin and Benjy Schwarz (Year 5) and Nathan Roberts (Year 6)
Distinction
Miriam Lurie (Year 2) and Shmuel Eisenberg (Year 4)

Spelling
Merit
Meira Cezana (Year 2), Jacob Roberts (Year 6)
Credit
Miriam Lurie (Year 2), Kovi Leinkram (Year 6)
Distinction
Mendel Richter (Year 4)
Sima Barber (Year 5)
Well done to all students who participated.
Ms Bellingham

Primary School
Year 3

Year 3 girls are learning Prashas Chayei Sarah in Chumash. We have been focusing on the purchase of Maaras
Hamachpeila and the history of Chevron. The girls created mind maps to show how much they had learned.
Mrs Levitan

Primary School
Mishmor

Yr K-1G learnt about the Ba’al Shem Tov who lost his parents at a very young age and used to go every morning to
pick up children and take them to cheder. On the way he would teach them Torah.
The Baal Shem Tov taught people to say Baruch Hashem. This brings much nachas to Hashem. The children heard
a “Baruch Hashem” story about a business man and the Ba’al Shem Tov and are busy working on a booklet about
the Ba’al Shem Tov in honour of Chai Elul, the Ba’al Shem Tov’s birthday!
Mrs Hirshowitz

Yr K-1B learnt the different ways of doing
Kaporos. They made a Kaporos puppet. Can
you guess what it is?
Mrs Richter

Primary School
Mishmor

In preparation for Chai Elul, Year 2 and 3 learnt about the Ba’al Shem Tov. We spoke about his life and how he went
from being a hidden tzadik to one of the greatest tzadikim, and the founder of chassidus. We also focused on the
idea of loving even a simple jew and illustrated it through a fun activity!
Miss Niasoff
Year 2-3B learnt about the Tzemach Tzedek and his motto “Tracht Gut Vet Zain Gut” - “Think positivity and it will be
good!”
Look at the adorable craft we made!
Rabbi Richter

Year 4-5 mishmor girls are busy working and learning about the Ushpizin and are creating a beautiful lantern for
their Succos!
Mrs Richter

Torah Club resumes this Sunday.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Rabbi Weinbaum Visit
The person who’s usually on the screen came to visit us in person! The chayolim were mesmerised last week by
Rabbi Shimmy Weinbaum. For the duration of the 3 days that Rabbi Weinbaum spent time with the children of KTC,
he packed everything in with a tight schedule. He visited each class individually, starting in the pre-school. After his
boost and empowerment, the children felt that they were ready to make a palpable difference in the world that
they live in!
Our children were not the only ones to be inspired. Rabbi Weinbaum met with the parents of our chayolim twice, at
both the information evening and Rosh Chodesh breakfast which was kindly organised by our P&F. Rabbi Weibaum
also took time to meet with Mr Steinman and inserviced the teachers on the workings of Tzivos Hashem and the
incredible impact it has on children.
The real highlight, the moment chayolim counted down to and the one they will no doubt speak about for time
to come, was the phenomenal Rosh Chodesh Elul. Medal-earners and rank-risers were recognised—especially
our generals, who were given the honour of leading the
pessukim. It was a ceremony befitting soldiers who “give it
all they've got,”
The children noticed the time, care, and interest that Rabbi
Weinbaum gave our base. It was truly an empowering
time for the whole school—children, teachers, parents, and
management alike.

Primary School

Rabbi Weinbaum Visit

Primary and High School
National Science Week

We welcomed Parents and Families this week to our Science Nights. Special thanks to everyone who came and participated and the teachers' hard work : Lily Okati, Evelyn Michael, Michelle Hanwell- Short, Sally-Anne Robertson,
Emily Cole and Noelene Bellingham.

Primary and High School
National Science Week

Boys' High School
HSIE

In Year 7 we are exploring landscapes and landforms using examples from Australia and throughout the world.
Students explain processes that create landscapes and shape individual landforms and they describe the value
of landscapes and landforms to different people. A highlight has been researching endangered animals from
mountain landscapes.
In Year 9 we are delving into the causes and impacts of the Industrial Revolution.
I would also like to take the time to thank the Sydney Jewish Museum for organising an incredible professional
development course about ‘Teaching the Holocaust in Australian Schools’ that I was fortunate enough to attend.
Mr Rattos

Lunchtime Shiur

This week was the first opportunity for the Tuesday lunchtime shiur in Likkutei Sichos to take place. It's
great to see how many boys jump at the opportunity to use their free time for extra learning.

Nishmas
This week's Wacky Wednesday lunchtime shiur was about 'The mysterious and mottled history of the Nishmas
prayer - A disappearing vav, the first pope and a talking corpse'. It was well attended and homemade cake
was served. For a brief summary of the shiur see this link:
https://drive.google.com/a/ktc.nsw.edu.au/file/d/1pFbhUXplEYoLUazvxbi0Ga5sd5AvAe-Q/
view?usp=drivesdk

Boys' High School
Shabbaton

This past Shabbos was the long awaited BHS shabbaton. We left school at midday and boarded the buses full of
anticipation. We were joined by three Shluchim from YG Melbourne - Shmuly Kesselman, Eli Shulman and Mendy
Wolansky. When we arrived in the leafy suburbs of St Ives at the Chabad Community Centre we were greeted
and settled into our comfortable rooms. Upon arrival we were presented with a choice as to how to spend our
afternoon, Mivtzoyim or sport. Many chose Mivtzoyim, some even said it was the highlight of the whole shabbaton.
The boys and Shluchim were able to help a few Jews put on tefillin, including one frequent shul attendee who
hadn't put on since his bar mitzvah! One of the Shluchim felt bad he'd spent so much of a particular store-owner's
time, so he bought a small item to make up for it.
Before Minchah we had a taste of Shabbos,
', ׳׳טועמי חיים זכוwith some delicious kugels contributed by
parents.
A f t e r
Minchah
we had
a grand
Seder
Sichos
w i t h
the
YG
Shluchim each teaching their
class and a few students
opting to learn in chavrusas.
It was beautiful for the congregants who had gathered
for Kabalos Shabbos to see
the enthusiasm of the KTC
boys learning. The Kiddush
Hashem continued as we
joined the community for a spirited South African style service, with our own
Haim Ber Hirschowitz stepping in as Chazzan. Members of the community
commented how much they appreciated all the chayus we brought to the
singing and dancing.
The gourmet catered Friday night meal was enhanced by a side-splittingly
hilarious skit byYear 10 with the theme of Shofar and a Dvar Torah from Rafi
Franklin. The courses were punctuated with songs and peppered with the
patter of conversation, as we took advantage of a rare opportunity to spend a Shabbos meal all together.
In true Shabbaton tradition, no-one was in any rush to get to bed. The YG Shluchim led an inspiring farbrengen
about ‘teshuvah with joy’ while others played board games, chatted and chilled. Finally we all went to bed exhausted
but ready for the next packed day.
Our day began with an optional chassidus shiur on an Elul-themed Maamar, accompanied by homemade brownies,
courtesy of Mrs Chaiton. After some time fo r breakfast we were ready to begin Shacharis. This time we davened in
our own little shul upstairs, which left us free to sing as much as we liked, a freedom the boys took much advantage
of, with gusto. Before reading the Torah we auctioned off the aliyos, with positive resolutions as the currency...
Students took on resolutions for as long as 10 months!

Boys' High School
Shabbaton

After Shacharis, year 9 went over to Masada to attend the farewell Kiddush of their classmate Yehuda Krebs, who
is leaving to Israel. We also had a quaint little kiddush of our own, a very informal farbrengen led by Rabbi Chaiton.
After a short break, we enjoyed another delicious Shabbos meal, filled with songs and of course hot homemade
cholent. By the time the meal ended in the late afternoon everyone was excused to relax and catch-up on lost
sleep. However the songs and farbrenging did continue for those who wanted. Before Mincha there was a choice
between a bushwalk in the local national park and some games.
Before we knew it, Shabbos was coming to a close, but we were far from done. Following Mincha there was a short
Shalosh Seudos and then we headed outside. The holiest part of Shabbos was spent out on the grass. As the sun
set, the whole High School sang together some holy niggunim that were explained and led by Shliach Eli Shulman.
Rabbi Zalman Kastel told a personal story about the background of the nigun ‘Shamil’ which was very fascinating. After learning some new songs and singing some well known ones, the boys erupted in the joyous song of
‘Sheyiboneh’, praying for the Beit Hamikdash be rebuilt and we all got up to dance. Following Maariv and Havdalah
we took a group photo and ran to pack up their rooms before the conclusion.
The finale of the Shabbaton was the combination of a Melaveh Malka, Bonfire, BBQ and Kumzitz. Around the
warmth of the fire, everyone enjoyed delicious hot dogs cooked to perfection by Levi Niasoff and Moishe Leuchter
while also singing stirring songs to the accompaniment of Chaim Ber Herschowitz on the guitar. Two alumni,
Mendy’s Althaus and Joseph made the dash from Bondi after Shabbos to join us. A big thank you to them, they
added immensely to the atmosphere. Since you can’t have a bonfire without a spooky story, Mendy Althaus told a
modern-day dybbuk story that had everyone spellbound. As the last songs were sung and bentching completed,
everyone headed onto the bus home, taking with them their belongings as unforgettable memories.
A huge thank you to the following people who enabled this great Shabbos to happen. Rabbi Chaiton guided the
event from the first idea until the last student went home, his efforts both during the Shabbaton as well before
and after were invaluable. The 3 Shluchim who came from their regular post in Melbourne’s Yeshiva Gedola were
fully invested in the students and gave the Shabbaton its energy. Mendel Hoffman volunteered to coordinate the
logistics, giving up a rare Shabbos at home before he goes back to Yeshiva. Ze’ev Aronstam of Rimon Catering
provided the amazing food that we all enjoyed. Rabbi Schapiro and Rabbi Sufrin of Chabad North Shore accommodated us in their amazing facility and gave us the flexibility for our Shabbaton to run smoothly and comfortably.
Thank you to Mrs Berkowitz, Mrs Blasenstein, Mrs Chaiton, Mrs Groner, Mrs Kastel and Mrs Niasoff for preparing
the kugels and cakes that the students thoroughly enjoyed.
Aaron & Dovid Kastel

Boys' High School
Shabbaton

Boys' High School
Futsal

Futsal – 7/08/18
The Sydney Schools Futsal Cup commenced on Tuesday for the boys in Year 9. We have started the season strong
posting a 9-2 win over IGS. It’s great to see the boys playing as a team and enjoying themselves.
Next week we play Emanuel at 4:30pm.
Team List:
1. Kovi Gestetner
2. Chaim Groner
3. Shmuly Chriqui
4. Eliyahu Hatzvi
5. Yehuda Krebs
6. Shabsi Dyce
Goal Scorers:
Shmuly Chriqui x2
Yehuda Krebs x 5
Eliyahu Hatzvi x 2
Man of the match:
Yehuda Krebs
Futsal – 14/08/18
Another great game played by our BHS Futsal team, defeating Emanuel 7 goals to 2. After another slow start to
the game, the boys managed to find the back of net in the last 5 minutes.
On behalf of the boys Futsal team, I would like to say goodbye to our star striker Yehuda Krebs who will be
leaving us for Israel next week. Good luck in your future studies and we hope to see you again soon.
Next week we play Moriah at 4:30pm.
Team List:
1. Kovi Gestetner
2. Chaim Groner
3. Shmuly Chriqui
4. Eliyahu Hatzvi
5. Yehuda Krebs
6. Shabsi Dyce
7. FE Wolff
Goal Scorers:
Shabsi Dyce
Yehuda Krebs
Kovi Gestetner
FE Wolff x2
Eliyahu Hatzvi x 2
Man of the match:
Kovi Gestetner
Mr. Smith

Girls' High School
HSIE

Stage 6 History has reached the busiest part of 2018. The Year 12 Ancient History class has recently completed a
3-hour paper for the Trial HSC exams. Once classes resume this week, the countdown is on to complete the final
topic, The Greek World 500-440 BCE, and revise and prepare for the final examination, based on the ‘weak spots’
identified by the feedback from the Trial exam.
In addition, the Year 11 Modern History class has commenced their final Preliminary topic, The Shaping of the
Modern World, with a focus on World War I. The Preliminary exams, beginning in Week 7, will ask students to
respond in a range of forms and will cover two of the three topics they have completed since Term 1. Students have
been given a practice paper, specifically designed to allow them to develop their skills in addressing a range of
different types of questions, which they are encouraged to complete and return for feedback.
Mrs Rutter
In Year 8 we have started debating the impact of the Vikings as raiders or traders. A highlight has been students
illustrating their names using Viking runes (please see attached photo).
In Year 10 we have begun considering human wellbeing, particularly what factors can improve quality of life in
Australia and throughout the world. A highlight has been research why still in 2018 Aboriginal Australians have a life
expectancy ten years lower than non-Aboriginal Australians.
In Year 12, having completed all our content we have focused on exam technique as we continue our march towards
the HSC. I would like to commend Rachel and Rivka on their tireless work ethic and positive attitude towards their
learning in Geography.
I would also like to take the time to thank the Sydney Jewish Museum for organising an incredible professional development course about ‘Teaching the Holocaust in Australia’ that I was fortunate enough to attend.
Mr Rattos

Girls' High School
Welcome BBQ

This week the GHS held a BBQ to welcome our Shluchos, Chaya and Faigy! We look forward to the wonderful
programs they have planned for the girls.

Girls' High School
FROM THE CREATORS OF IGNITE THE SPARK WITHIN

VIP GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL EVENT AT 5.45 PM
MONDAY, 20 AUGUST, IN GHS HALL
DANCE TILL YOU DROP
AS WE COUNTDOWN TO $1 MILLION
K
GLOW IN THE DAR
DANCE PARTY WEAR WHITE!!!!

News/Announcements
Mazel Tov

To Benny and Miraim Jacobs on the birth of a grandson to Reuven and Rachee.

P&F
A word from P&F:
On Thursday and Friday we had the privilege of hosting Rabbi Shimmy Weinbaum the
commander in chief of Tzivos Hashem army at our school.
Such an inspiration, so much dedication and love for Hashem that are transferred to our children.
Thank you Rabbi Straiton for this opportunity and of course thank you Rabbi Weinbaum for coming and let us be part of
this Mitzva mission.
It was was an honour.
P&F

Community
PSG Roster

Kesser Torah College

Graphic Designer & Social Media Specialist

Kesser Torah College (KTC), located in Dover Heights, Sydney, is an Orthodox Jewish College
offering a diverse academic programme, which strives for excellence in both Jewish Studies and
General Studies. We are committed to an education that is nurturing, differentiated, yet rigorous.
The Position

We are looking for a creative and strategic Graphic Designer and Social Media Specialist to
lead our digital and graphic design efforts; engage our community on social media; and
manage all e-correspondence. You will be passionate about design; have extraordinary
attention to detail; and thrive in a fast-paced environment.
You will be strategic in your creative thinking and able to deliver high-quality content. You
will undertake a hybrid-role between graphic design, general marketing and ad hoc
administration.
Key Accountabilities
Your key responsibilities include the design of marketing materials including brochures,
flyers and branded documentation. You will also assist in the coordination of events and
marketing communications; and manage all e-correspondence.
Your day-to-day activity will see you managing all graphic design work as well creating and
editing photo and video content to present on our social media platforms. Your ability to
create clever marketing campaigns will help lift our profile as we grow together.
The successful applicant will develop an in-depth understanding of the College and its
unique offering in order develop opportunities to promote the College from both an
enrolment and donor perspective.
The ideal applicant should be a great conceptual thinker, a problem solver, with a strong
work ethic, critical attention to detail, and a desire to learn and grow.
Applications
Please submit the following to the College Principal’s Executive Assistant:
▪
▪
▪

Covering letter, current Resume and photo identification
Portfolio
Working with Children Check

A detailed position description may be obtained from the position contact.
Virginia Wynne-Markham
68 Blake Street
Dover Heights NSW 2030
P: (02) 9301 1109
E: virginia.markham@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Graphic Design & Social Media

9 August 2018
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