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KTC Designs JNF Blue Box
Over 1,000 entries 
were received for the 
JNF’s competition 
to redesign the 
famous “Blue Box”.  
KTC Year 7 student, 

Aryeh Berkovitz won the competition 
and now gets his design printed on 
over 5,000 JNF boxes distributed 
throughout NSW.  We are very proud 

of Aryeh for his efforts and thank 
Ms Waugh, his Art Teacher for all 
the guidance and encouragement 
she gave him.  This is a significant 
achievement for KTC and we are very 
proud to have our design (through 

Aryeh’s creativity) on the famous JNF 
Blue Box in NSW.  Our thanks to Yigal 
Nisell from JNF for all his support.
We are equally proud to congratulate 
our Year 9 Futsal Team who won the 
Grand Final of the interschool Futsal 
Competition on Tuesday.  After having 
played several schools, they defeated 
Moriah College 3-0 to take the shield.  
Once again, I applaud their coach 
and teacher Mr Smith, without whose 
wisdom, tenacity and guidance this 
win would not have been possible.  
My thanks too, to our Year 9 boys for 
their commitment and for not giving 
up, after the tight ‘near-win’ last term, it 
seemed almost impossible they could 
resuscitate their spirits and recapture 
momentum.  But this they did, and in 
great style.
Two very proud KTC moments. 
My thanks to all our Teachers who 
have contributed to the success of 
Term 3.  When reviewing the activities, 
I am overwhelmed by the number 
of opportunities available to all our 
students throughout the College - 
how fortunate they are.  I thank them 
all for their hard work and I also thank 

all our students for their involvement.
I also want to use this forum to 
congratulate and extend a Mazel Tov 
to the new College Captains and Vice 
Captains for 2019 in our High School: 

GHS College Captain: Tammy Lazarus
GHS Vice Captain: Chanie Gershowitz
BHS College Captain: Levi Hoffman
BHS Vice Captain: Koby Berkovits

We look forward to their inspiring 
leadership.  In so many ways, they have 
an incredible opportunity to ensure 
that the student voice is heard and 
that the school continues to offer the 
range of activities and programs that 
build school spirit, and the wonderful 
warm, vibrant atmosphere that is KTC.

I wish all staff, students and parents – 
indeed the entire KTC Community a 
Shana Tova.

Ketiva V’Chatima Tova

Shabbat Shalom - Good Shabbos
Roy Steinman
College Principal
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 Parshas Nitzovim

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC

Dvar Torah
 ולא אתכם לבדכם אנכי כרת את הברית

 הזאת ואת האלה הזואת : כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום

לפני ה׳ אלקינו ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו היום (דברים כט,יג-יד)

BUT NOT ONLY WITH YOU AM I MAKING THIS 
COVENANT AND THIS OATH, BUT WITH THOSE 
STANDING HERE WITH US TODAY BEFORE 
HASHEM OUR GOD, AND WITH THOSE WHO ARE 
NOT HERE WITH US, THIS DAY (DEVARIM 29:13-14) 

What Makes You Jewish Today?

The entire Jewish nation assembled to enter into a 
covenant with G-d. Moshe addressed them, explain-
ing that this covenant was not only with the Jews of 
that particular generation who were all present, but 
also, “With those standing here with us today before 
Hashem our G-d, and with those who are not here 
with us, this day.” Meaning, in the words of Rashi, 
“Even with future generations.”

Various commentaries discuss how the covenant 
could be binding upon people who were not yet 
born (including future converts). Some explain that 
the souls of the future generations were present 
when the covenant was made, even though their 
bodies were not. Others explain that since a child is 
the continuation of his parents, the future generations 

were contained within those present at that covenant, 
and in that way were automatically included.

Rashi, however, offers none of these explanations, 
implying that these rationalizations are unnecessary. 
Seemingly, Rashi is of the opinion that since G-d is not 
bound by the natural limits of time, He can enter a 
covenant with people of the future directly, just as He 
can with people of the present.

Rashi therefore insists that the Jews of future genera-
tions enter this covenant not merely by virtue of their 
ancestors’ presence, nor is the covenant merely with 
their souls (in contrast with those who were physically 
present at the time, whose bodies, too, entered in the 
covenant). Rather, every Jew for all eternity, body and 
soul, born-Jew and convert alike, is a direct and equal 
partner in this covenant with G-d.

Despite the vast differences that exist in the jewish 
world our core identity is defined by this bond. May 
this realization inspire us to embrace this unity and 
translate it into acts of goodness and kindness.

Good Shabbos,

Rabbi Barber

    Kesser Torah College

  enrolments@ktc.nsw.edu.au |  9301 1111 |  www.kessertorah.nsw.edu.au
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KTC - Live it : Daily.

KTC proudly announces enrolments are now open for our 
1-2 year old room in our Early Learning Centre. 
The Service will be available from Monday 8 October 
2018, offering Jewish Learning in a nurturing 
environment.

Enquiries should be directed to the enrolments officer:
Rachelle Smith
9301 1141
enrolments@ktc.nsw.edu.au



Early Learning
Integrated Learning Encounters

One of the strengths of the school is our ability 
to integrate Jewish and General Studies in 
every day life. The festival of Rosh Hashanah 
has provided us with many integrated learning 
opportunities, including:

• coordinating our fine motor skills to create 
Rosh Hashanah cards,
• exploring the journey of a letter from the 
Post Office box to our letter box at home, • 
visiting the Shule and using our recall skills to 
remember the aron kodesh, the  bimah and the 
shtender,
• counting how many eggs and measuring 
home much honey is needed to bake our 
honey cakes for Rosh Hashanah.



Early Learning
Integrated Learning Encounters

Rosh Hashana Party and Shule Visit
Our party celebrations were the culmination of many weeks of preparation on the part of the children, mirroring 
many of the experiences the children would be seeing in their home. When home and school learning encounters 
mirror in this fashion, the learning is more meaningful for the children.



Early Learning
Rosh Hashana Party and Shule Visit

Shana Tova

Virginia Aghan



Primary 
Year 6
Year 6 have been eagerly applying their skills in volume and capacity to design their very own swimming centres. 
The students have really put their creativity, spatial awareness and problem-solving skills to the test and have 
designed centres that any Council would be lucky to have!
As a part of our historical unit ‘Australia as a Nation’, students have been assigned the task of researching a 
notable Australian. They have been enhancing their researching skills in gathering relevant information about their 
person of interest. This research will be presented at a school workshop, “Day of the Notables” early next term. 
Look out for upcoming dates, as it will be a day to remember.
Miss Kriaris

ASISSA Athletics Carnival
On Thursday 23 August, the annual ASISSA Athletics Carnival was 
held at ES Marks Athletics Field in Kensington.
We had 27 students competing in various events throughout the 
day, with all putting in their best efforts and some coming away 
with amazing results.
A special mention to Tzvi Bloom who placed 1st in his 9yrs 100m 
heat, Kovi Kluwgant who placed 2nd and 3rd in his 11yrs 100m 
and 200m heats and Menachem Kavka who placed 1st in his 12yrs 
200m heat.
It was a great day with some fantastic athletic ability and achieve-
ments displayed by all!
Well done to everyone who attended on the day!

Miss Kruit and Mr Smith



Primary School

As part of the KTC Bas Mitzva Course the Year 6 girls went to Mrs Markovits' garage to learn about  doing Chesed 
in our community. Mrs Markovits spoke to the girls and inspired them to participate in doing chesed and giving to 
others. They enjoyed sorting out the clothing and they had a special treat packing Rosh Hashana packages. The 
girls had created Rosh Hashana cards that were inserted in each package wishing everyone a happy sweet new 
year from KTC Bas Mitzva students. It was a truly inspiring morning and the girls gained so much from their visit. 

Mrs  Itkin

Year 6 Bas Mitzva Course

Over the past few weeks in addition to our regular Chumash learning and preparation for the High Holidays, the 
boys have been working through 'World in a Word' Vol 2, which highlights grammatical nuances that are able to 
be used as we learn Chumash. We are currently focusing on the 
future letters and how they can be modified to past tense through 
the Vav HaHipuch. This week we introduced the terminology of Vav 
HaChibbur, differentiating where a Vav is functioning in 'changing 
tense' or 'connecting' a previous idea or word. While learning 
Chumash they have begun to transfer those skills to understand if 
a verse is functioning as a narrative (what happened in the past) or 
instructions (future tense)  for what to do in the future.  

Rabbi Simons

Year 6 Chumash

ASISSA Athletics Carnival



Primary School
Year 3
Today Year 3G prepared for Rosh Hashana by making round Challa with apples and cinnamon. In the centre we 
baked jars for honey so we can dip it in on Rosh Hashana night.

In Year 3, we have been learning all about our Machzor, what we need to daven, what it means and things we should 
think about. We are ready for shule on Rosh Hashana!



Primary School

Year 4

Year 3
This week our Year 3 girls visited and performed for Jewish Care in preperation for Rosh Hashana. They sang and 
performed beautifully. They also prepared cards to give out and speak to the elderly visitors there and made the 
school very proud!

Morah Adina

Year 4G finished Parshas Vayeitzei and celebrated with a Siyum. The girls were put into four groups. Each group 
acted out a different part of the Parsha. I definitely had a good laugh. Well done girls!
Mrs Blasenstein 



Primary School

2-3G This week we continued learning about the Maggid of Mezritch. The girls heard 
some fascinating stories about his life. 

K-1G
The girls enjoyed learning about The Rebbe’s mother - Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson.

Mishmor

K-1B Next week is Rebbetzin Chana’s Yahrtzeit- The Rebbe’s mother. 
We heard about her life and her Mesiras Nefesh.

4-5G Succos decoration of Ushpizin and nigunim!



Primary School
Mishmor

4-6B This week we discussed the lives of Rabbi Uri of Strelisk and Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan. 

2-3B The boys have been working very hard on their Rabeinu book and have focused on the Rebbe Maharashtra 
this week, singing his nigunim and learning some of His Torah!

K-1B The boys worked very hard on their Chai Elul project showing which day of Elul corresponds to which month 
so we can do Teshuva properly!

Torah Club

K-1 G The girls have learned many songs, heard stories and made a booklet about Rosh Hashana.

4-5G The girls have learnt about some of the Rosh Hashana Tefillos and what 
it really means to daven on the Day of Judgement!



PDHPE
Year 7 are currently studying the topic ‘Growing and Changing’, which explores the physical, emotional, social and 
mental changes that occur throughout adolescence. They have just completed their assessment on this topic and 
have produced some very creative and insightful pieces of work. 

While in their PE/Sport lessons, the students have been undertaking a unit on dance. The boys have been exposed 
to a variety of styles including hip hop, individual and social dances from around the world.

Year 8 have turned their attention to the unit ‘First Aid’, which introduces students to assessing risks, identifying 
strategies and developing plans to minimise harm in different contexts. In their PE/Sport lessons, students have 
also been undertaking the same dance unit as Year 7. 

Our Year 9’ are studying the unit ‘celebrating diversity’, which explores issues surrounding discrimination, margin-
alisation and stereotyping, as well as appreciation of the contribution diversity provides in Australia’s multicultural 
society. They have been hard at work producing a short video on the discrimination of a minority group in Australia 
and we look forward to watching them all. 

During PE/Sport, students have been developing their movement skills and game sense in a target games unit. The 
boys and girls had the opportunity to participate in a four week Archery program run by Sydney Archery, at Hugh 
Bamford Reserve, during which time they learned and developed the knowledge and skills required to play the 
game, while also taking in the amazing views of Bondi Beach. This program was a great success and the students 
thoroughly enjoyed it.

Year 10 is nearing the end of the ‘Careers’ unit, where students develop an understanding of the challenges they 
could face in the future and start developing strategies to help them overcome these. In their PE/Sport lessons, 
students have also been undertaking the same target unit as Year 9.

Miss Kruit and Mr Smith

Boys' High School



Boys' High School
Futsal
KTC Defeat Moriah In Futsal Final

Kesser Torah College have won the Sydney Schools Futsal Cup, defeating Moriah College at All Sorts Indoor Sports 
Centre Alexandria. 
From the opening whistle the KTC boys were on the front foot with a huge amount of confidence, closing the op-
position down in their own half. The relentless pressure soon resulted in a goal scored by Eliyahu Hatzvi, before the 
half time siren. 
Their hunger continued after the break, and the boys were able to pass the ball well which caused problems for the 
Moriah defence. As we continued our relentless attack, Eliyahu came into his own, claiming a hat-trick in a comfort-
able 3 – 0 win. 
Kovi Gestetner played a valiant effort in goal, keeping the opposition scoreless and putting his body on the line. 
Congratulations on a fantastic, undefeated term of Futsal. Well done boys. 
Grand Final Team List: 

1. Shmuly Chriqui
2. Kovi Gestetner
3. EF Wolff
4. Eliyahu Hatzvi
5. Nissi Leinkram
6. Shabsi Dyce
7. Tzvika Geshowitz

Water Boy: Chaim Groner

Mr. Smith 

School Captain Nominee Speeches



Boys' High School
Shatnez Education
Last week, the BHS had the great opportunity to have a hands-on shatnez demonstration given by local shatnez 
expert Alex Robinson. The boys first learnt about the issur of shatnez and how it can be detected in clothing. They 
then used the microscopes to see whether they would be able to identify the difference between linen and wool 
fibers in a garment. We thank Alex for coming in and sharing his expertise with us.

This week our Year 9 and 10 students joined with other Jewish Day school students to hear past Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak speak at Moriah College.

Visit to Moriah



Boys' High School

On Tuesday morning, the Boys High School participated in our first ever Maths and Torah Seminar. Visiting scholar 
Aaron Kastel and our own Rabbi Benjy Simons presented sessions on topics they have researched straddling the 
world of Torah and Mathematics. 
Aaron Kastel spoke about a riddle ('pick a number between 1-100') that is found in the Kol-Bo - a 14th-century 
anonymous halachic work - as interpreted by the Rebbe in a letter. He presented the article he published on the 
Online Encyclopedia of Integer Sequences about riddles of this type and discussed the Torah context, where it is 
used to avoid stating a person's age aloud out of fear of Ayin Hara -  evil eye.
To see the OEIS article click here https://oeis.org/A256496 
To read a Torah treatment of the subject (in Hebrew) click here https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICD9BUZZCXbkpt-
mvk1ljec5xEmGoX-sU/view?usp=sharing

 

Rabbi Simons’ research came from a verse in this week’s parsha Ki Savo and the Talmud deriving from chapter 
28 verse 10: “Then all the nations of the earth will see that the Name of Hashem is upon you, and they will fear 

you”. There was great discussion between Rashi 
and Tosefos about the idea of seeing the Name of 
Hashem, which days to wear Teffilin and the special 
number 300.
 

Maths and Torah Seminar

Class of 2018



Girls' High School
PDHPE
Year 7 are currently studying the topic ‘Growing and Changing’, which explores the physical, emotional, social and mental 
changes that occur throughout adolescence. They have just completed their assessment on this topic also, and have 
produced some very creative and insightful pieces of work. 
While in their PE/Sport lessons, the students have been undertaking a unit on dance. The girls have had the opportunity 
to participate in a unique dance program, that uses movement as a form of stress relief.

Year 8 have turned their attention to the unit ‘First Aid’, which introduces students to assessing risks, identifying strategies 
and developing plans to minimise harm in different contexts. In their PE/Sport lessons, students have also been undertak-
ing the same dance unit as Year 7. 

Our Year 9 are studying the unit ‘celebrating diversity’, which explores issues surrounding discrimination, marginalisa-
tion and stereotyping, as well as appreciation of the contribution diversity provides in Australia’s multicultural society. 
They have been hard at work producing a short video on the discrimination of a minority group in Australia and we look 
forward to watching them all. 
During PE/Sport, students have been developing their movement skills and game sense in a target games unit. The boys 
and girls had the opportunity to participate in a four week Archery program run by Sydney Archery, at Hugh Bamford 
Reserve, during which time they learned and developed the knowledge and skill’s required to play the game, while also 
taking in the amazing views of Bondi Beach. This program was a great success and the students thoroughly enjoyed it.

Year 10 is nearing the end of the ‘Careers’ unit, where students develop an understanding of the challenges they could 
face in the future and start developing strategies to help them overcome these. In their PE/Sport lessons, students have 
also been undertaking the same target unit as Year 9.

Year 11 underwent their yearly exam on Thursday. The girls have been working hard all year and they should be very 
proud of their efforts, focus and determination. Good Luck Girls!!

8 girls from Years 7 to 9 participated in the Sydney Schools Cup Netball Competition at Emanuel. This was the first time 
playing in this competition for the girls and they came up against some very strong competition throughout the season. 
The girls showed great sportsmanship and a desire to want to do better every week, and this was evident in their perform-
ance and effort each week, both at the games and at training sessions.
The girls should be extremely proud of their efforts, and I look forward to coaching them next season.

Miss Kruit and Mr Smith

Sydney Schools Cup Netball



Girls' High School
Year 8
Year 8 girls visited Mrs Markovitzs Gemach as part of the Elul program. They heard inspiring words from Mrs 
Markovitz about what she does and all the many forms chessed can take on.  They also spent some time helping to 
sort clothes that were donated to the Gemach.  They were definitely motivated to continue the chain of chessed!

The Year 12 Class of 2018 is completing their thirteen years of schooling this week, with their final day of classes 
being Friday, September 7. In keeping with KTC tradition, each day this week has seen the students dress in a 
themed ‘mufti’. The photographs show their themes from Monday to Wednesday: Pyjamas, Goths and Other 
Schools/Teachers. (Pictures over the page)
In addition, the Year 12 students visited the location of their HSC exams with the Head of English, Ms Liora Srage 
and the Year 12 Co-ordinator, Ms Sandra Rutter. 
The visit, organised by KTC’s Head of General Studies, Mrs Hanwell-Short, was conducted by the Director of Cur-
riculum at Kambala School, Ms Carolyn Gosling, to allow the girls to familiarise themselves with the main examina-
tion hall, other examination rooms and the Library and Common Room which will play host to them throughout the 
examination period. Following their visit, the class enjoyed hot chocolate and pancakes at Jesse’s to prepare them 
for the rest of their school day.
The Girls’ High School Year 12 Graduation will be held in the MPH on Thursday 13th September and the school will 
farewell them at an informal assembly the following morning.

Sandra Rutter
Year 12 Co-ordinator

Class of 2018



Girls' High School
Year 12 Final Week 



News/Announcements
Mazel Tov/ Condolences
Condolences to Sue Slater on the passing of her father.

Mazel Tov to Mimi Niasoff and Mendy Schanowitz on their engagement.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Yehuda and Devorah Niasoff on the engagement of their daughter.

Mazel Tov to Amy and Daniel Levy on the birth of a baby girl.

Mazel Tov to Talia and Ari Bernstein on the birth of  a  baby girl.

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
Week 8 10 - 11 September Rosh Hashana Days 1 & 2 - College Closed

Wednesday 12 September Tzom Gedaliah - PS normal close; GHS 1:20 pm; BHS 2:00 pm

Thursday 13 September Y12 Graduation Dinner
Are you OK Day?

Friday 14 September Y12 Farewell Assembly
Week 9 18 -19 September Yom Kippur - College Closed

Earl Learning closes at midday Erev Yom Kippur

Friday 21 September Vaccinations
K-12 Last  Day  Term 3

S c h o o l 
Holidays 
Week 1

Monday 24 September Succos Day 1

Tuesday 25 September Succos Day 2

Wednesday 26 - Sunday 30
September

Chol Hamoed Succos

PSG Roster



Community
Rachel Butnaro, Rosie Kastel and Shira Zaetz in 5G delivered Rosh Hashanah cookies on behalf of Our Big Kitchen 
that were baked by volunteers to the Jewish residents at the Ronald Coleman Lodge in Woollahra.

Yael Butnaro

OBK Cookie Delivery

Liorah Kessel, Chavi Althaus, Shira Zaetz at the JEMs/ CTeen Volunteer Appreciation night. The three girls from 
KTC were awarded certificates for their effort and their time in volunteering to help younger school children learn 
Hebrew and Yiddishkeit as part of the JEMs program.
Noel Kessel

JEMs Appreciation Night



Community

JewishCare is a member of the  
JCA family of organisations

 
PARENTING SKILLS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULT TEENAGE BEHAVIOUR

A 3 session program for parents and carers 
at JEWISHCARE  

3 Saber Street, Woollahra 
on Tuesdays 23, 30 October, 6 November 2018 at 6.30pm – 9.00pm

AIMS
  Some common ground shared by parents & reasonable expectations to hold about 

adolescents
  New understandings of adolescence
  A three-option model & flow chart for decision-making
  Self check-in, first - for parents.
  Building relationship with your teenager and making the best of your non-crisis 

conversations with them
  Skills for tough conversations for handling those problems you just can’t ignore

COURSE COSTS AND DURATION 
The course fee is $40 pp or $65 per couple which includes workshop materials.   
The course runs over 3 evenings. In order to get the most out of the workshop, it is important that 
you are available to attend all 3 evenings.

TO BOOK AND FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=420983&    
E: engagingadolescents@jewishcare.com.au  or call Robyn Bernitz 9302 8006

WHAT PARENTS HAVE SAID …
“A step dad recalled an incident at the weekend with his 12 year old step daughter. He said that the input he had 
received the previous week from the course helped him keep his cool and brought a more favourable outcome.”

“A single Mum who had presented as quite anxious on the first night told the group in week 2 that she had made an 
appointment with her 15 year old son during the week and had had a far more favourable discussion with him than 
would previously have been the case.”

WHO’S RUNNING IT?
Both employed with JewishCare, Robyn Bernitz is the Family Support Manager and Mimi Zilka is 
Youth Services Manager. Both have extensive experience working with children and adolescents, 
and are accredited trainers of the Parentshop ‘Engaging Adolescents’ training program.

This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner.   www.parentshop.com.au

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660  W www.jewishcare.com.au

Find us on                             (JewishCareNSW)  

ENGAGING ADOLESCENTS™

PARENT COURSE

Why is gut health so important? Get answers so you can heal 
your gut, stay regular, and achieve good health.
Associate Professor Martin Weltman:  
Consultant Gastroenterologist and Hepatologist  
Geraldine Georgeou: Dietitian Nutritionist, specialist in bowel health
Parking in Westfield is free for entry after 6pm. This seminar will be videoed – the recording 
will be made available at wolper.com.au/videos. Booking not required.

For more information contact Wolper 9328 6077

WOLPER JEWISH HOSPITAL AND FRIENDS OF WOLPER PRESENT

WEDNESDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM • EVENT CINEMAS BONDI JUNCTION

Wolper Jewish 
Hospital is a member 

of the JCA Family 
of Communal 
Organisations



When  Friday 5 October (9:30am-3:30pm)
Where  JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra
Cost  $50 (morning tea provided, bring lunch)
RSVP  by Thursday 27 September to Kira Brandt (Youth Services JewishCare)  
 For more info – k.brandt@jewishcare.com.au or 9302 8023
 Book through https://events.humanitix.com.au/j-teen

Spaces are limited, so get in quick!

BE INSPIRED BE EMPOWERED BE CONFIDENT

skin & hair tips
creative activities
yoga & mindfulness
keeping safe online
building positive body image

Jteen
a workshop for high school girls (years 7 – 9)

Feeding our mind and  
soul through an interactive  
one day workshop


