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From Kidult to Adult
The end of schooling for any student 
is an event tinged with many different 
emotions.  After all, a lot of “growing 
up” takes place at school – usually 
during the stormy years of puberty, 
adolescence and teenage-hood.  
On Thursday night, we said Farewell 
“officially” to our Year 12 students – the 
Class of 2018.
I have attended many graduations 
over the years and the KTC 
Graduation epitomises the values 
and ethos of our school.  There was 
genuine, warm emotion in the room, 
as each girl came up to receive their 
Graduation Certificate, Portfolio, Gift 
from the school and a Summary of 
their achievements over the years, 
with particular focus on this last all-
important Year 12.  This is indeed a 
very special place.
In my message to the Year 12s on their 
graduation, I drew attention to the 
fact that they will be joining a world 
which has been “plunged into chaos 
as a result of greed, selfishness, 
fanaticism and hatred.”  Theirs 
is a different world to that 
which we inherited when we 
were their age.  And it calls 
for a very different response.  
The power of the individual 
can reverse this cataclysmic 
spiralling; the individual has 
the power to bring down 
repressive governments, lobby 
for significant environmental 
change and declare war on 
poverty, pollution, hunger and 
disease.
I challenged our Year 12s to 

become “active players rather than 
passive spectators – by becoming 
concerned about truth, justice, 
inequality and the dignity of others”.  
However, it is important to see that 
the very ideals on which Judaism is 
built are those ideals which are so 
desperately needed in the emerging, 
post-modern world of the 21st 
Century.  When all the memories 
fade and our Year 12 students are 
firmly on the path of adult life – it will 
be important for them to understand 
that at all times they are accountable 
for the choices they make and the 
decisions they decide.  “
In the words of Hillel, in the Mishna:
“Im ein ani li?” [“If I am not for myself.”] 
“Mi li?” [“Who will be for me?”]
But this is only half of Hillel’s question.  
Just as responsibility for oneself is 
only the first level of responsibility, 
Hillel continues by asking another, and 
much more important question:
“Uch’she-ani l’atz mi, ma-ani?” [“And 

being only for myself, what am I?”]
When confronted by apathy, 
selfishness, terror, anti-Semitism, 
racism – our response should be, both 
as Jews and as moral human beings, 
to stand up to oppression; to speak 
out against injustice; to act against 
apathy.  And more importantly, we 
have to lead others to do the same.  
Silence and passivity are never 
legitimate responses.  
Our year 12s have certainly had an 
immersive education at KTC.  They 
graduate with a strong understanding 
of who they are, where they’ve come 
from and where they need to be.  We 
wish them much hatzlacha for their 
soon-to-be-written HSC examinations 
– but more so, for all their journeys 
throughout their adult lives.
May the values and lessons they have 
learnt here, help them to be part of 
the solution and not the problem.  Let 
them strive to put into practice all the 
lessons they have learnt inside and 

outside the classroom.
Let them be the 
change we want to 
see in the world.
We wish them our 
warmest blessings 
and look forward 
to hearing of their 
many successful 
endeavours in the 
future.
Shabbat Shalom - 
Good Shabbos
Gmar Chatima Tova
Roy Steinman
College Principal
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 Parshas Vayelech

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC

Dvar Torah
WHEN HE IS CLOSE TO YOU

We now find ourselves in a very special and awsome 
time of the year! The month of Tishrei in general 
is likened to a market place full of "goodies" and 
we have a chance to pack our spiritual bags full! 
Following this packing experience, we then will have 
a chance to utilize our "treasures" throughout the 
year!  In particular though, we are now in the midst of 
the Aseres Yimei Teshuva, the ten days of repentance 
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This is a 
time that we are told that Hashem stands very near to 
us and is waiting for us to turn to Him in Teshuva.

When will Hashem truly be close to us? Only when 
Moshiach comes and all of B'nei Yisroel will be 
gathered together in Yerushalyim, our holy city and 
in the Beis HaMikdash! We are taught that there 
is something we can do to help bring the Geulah 
and this is what it is: Every single Yid especially the 

Yiddishe Kinderlach must try to make their house 
and their room into a mini Beis HaMikdash, a holy 
place where Hashem is welcome!

How do we do this? Kinderlach, how do you make 
your room a holy place where Hashem is welcome? 
By learning Torah and doing mitzvos there! When a 
Yid makes themselves holy by serving Hashem then 
the place where they eat and sleep becomes holy!

Making our homes into a mini Beis HaMikdash will 
help bring the Geulah and then every single Yid 
wherever they are will be brought to Eretz Yisroel, to 
Yerushalayim, to the Beis HaMikdash! Let us daven 
that we should see this happen very speedily!

Good Shabbos,

Rabbi Straiton

Week 9 18 -19 September Yom Kippur - College Closed
Earl Learning closes at midday Erev Yom Kippur

Friday 21 September Vaccinations
K-12 Last  Day  Term 3

S c h o o l 
Holidays 
Week 1

Monday 24 September Succos Day 1 College closed

Tuesday 25 September Succos Day 2  College Closed

Wednesday 26 - Sunday 30
September

Chol Hamoed Succos

S c h o o l 
holidays 
Week 2

Monday 1 October Shemini Atzeres

Tuesday 2 October Simchas Torah



Early Learning
Laying the Foundations for Learning
Every day we are laying the foundations on which future learning is based. 

On Thursday the children went out the gate, in search of a body of water to recite the Tashlich prayers, cast their ‘sins’ into 
the water and leave their ‘old shortcomings’ behind thereby starting the New Year with a ‘clean slate’. 

We found water at the end of Robertson Park (the CRELS children found the same body of water when they looked out 
the windows of the MPH).  The Tamar children concluded that the body of water was called the Pacific Ocean and was 
suitable for reciting Tashlich prayers. 

This body of water must be capable of sustaining fish.  The children concluded that there were fish in the ocean.  They 
were very knowledgeable about the fish that might live in this water.  They spoke about rainbow fish and an Elsa fish (stay 
tuned for a description of an Elsa fish - we might need to call David Attenborough about this new fish species!).

Following morning tea in the park, the children spent the next hour engaging in large and fine motor-skill games.  These 
coordination games help children to develop their balance and ‘eye-hand coordination’ capabilities.  These skills and 
capabilities are the building blocks required for learning how to read and write.

There was an obstacle course, a relay race, sack jumping, running and galloping races.  The relay race required children to 
follow instructions and work in a team.  The obstacle race required the children to remember a sequence of instructions.  
These important skills, attitudes and capabilities support children’s success in Primary School.

Everyone had an enjoyable morning. 
Who knew learning could be so much fun!
Virginia Aghan



Early Learning



Early Learning



Early Learning
CRELS
The crels went on a excursion to see the water! They spoke about the custom of doing Tashlich -throwing away 
our sins into the water. The children were all very enthusiastic to act out throwing their Aveiros away! 



Primary School
2B
Year 2 making Yonah and the whale. 

Rabbi Richter



Primary School
Torah Club 
The Shofar Factory came to Torah Club. Each child sanded and shellacked  a Shofar which they took home in a 
special Shofar bag!



Primary School
Shofar Factory



Primary School
Last week, our Year K students celebrated their mastery of the Aleph Beis letters with a spectacular Aleph Beis Siyum.
Guests and visitors were spellbound as the students led them on a delightful journey, as they searched for the Aleph 
Beis letters missing from their Siddur. The students put on an outstanding performance, highlighting the uniqueness of 
the holy letters and the study of Torah. It was beautiful to see the students excitement on the occasion of this momentous 
milestone! 
The students and their families were also treated to a special video, featuring the KTC Aleph Beis program and their 
children’s favourite Aleph Beis moments.
A big thank you to Morah Shira, Rabbi Winterfeld and Miss Perch for all of their efforts in preparing their students for the 
Siyum. Thank you also to the Year K Kriah team who have worked hard and have ably assisted the Year K teachers 
in the Aleph Beis program this year: Rabbi Barber, Rivka Schapiro, Chaya Gopin, Morah Adina, Dini Groner, Shoshie 
Gutnick and Lian Winterfeld. 
And of course thank you to Gail, Michael, Debbie, Aviva Yesgar, Tomas and Ivan for all of their behind the scenes work 
and support!
At KTC, learning the Aleph Beis letters before the nekudos (vowels), is a significant and essential foundation of the chil-
dren’s Jewish Learning and Living experience. We don’t learn the letters just to be able to read. Rather, every letter of 
the Aleph Beis, independent of the nekudos, have deep meaning and significance. The name, shape and its Gematriya 
(numerical value), represent core Jewish values and ideas. We believe that in Judaism, the journey is just as important 
as reaching the destination. Every letter, every moment and every experience, is something to enjoy and learn from. As 
our students achieve this important milestone, we wish them Hatzlacha Rabba - abundant success - as they continue 
their journey of Torah learning and living.

Rabbi Levi Milecki
Primary Head of Jewish Studies

Year K Aleph Beis Siyum



Primary School
Year K Aleph Beis Siyum



Boys' High School
Tishrei Yom Iyun
Last week our High School students took part in a hands-on educational Tishrei program entitled “The Sights 
and Sounds of Tishrei”. The students made their way through the different Tishrei stations that included things like 
creating a film strip of the Kohen Gadols avoda on Yom Kippur, learning the laws of a kosher sukkah through a Dr 
Seuss poem, a multimedia game to understand the different Torah readings on RH and YK, Avinu Malkeinu emoji 
competition, creating kosher sukkas out of food and more! The students really appreciated this enjoyable and 
educational experience.

Rabbi Chaiton



Boys' High School
Tishrei Yom Iyun



Boys' High School
Science Year 7
Throughout term 3, Year 7 Boys have been learning about living and non-living organisms. We have spent some of 
this time looking specifically at cell structures. I was delighted to see the boys' cell models that they made as part 
of this term's assessment task. They all spent a great deal of time and effort on their research, construction and de-
velopment of their models; showing that they are developing their knowledge and understanding within Science, 
and also allowing their creativity to flow. These are the best models I have seen from a Year 7 class in a long time. 

Miss Cole

Modern Hebrew
Year 10 (B)
This term we covered many topics, including: family; friends; life in Israel; and the home.  We worked on sentence 
structure and vocabulary, as well as past tense, infinitive, and pronouns. 
The students orated their work in class and conducted interactive work on the topics learned. 
Year 10 (C)
The group is nearing the end of their text.
They are able to not only give an account of the stories read in class, but to also answer any questions posed by their 
classmates.
We have enjoyed watching them increase their involvement in learning and develop their skills.

Mrs Behar, Mrs Fox and Mrs Grauman

Girls' High School
R U OK Day posters



Girls' High School

Years 7 / 8 (A)
This term's emphasis was on everyday conversation in class, and the construction of correspondence, such as a 
letter to a friend or family member.
Students also selected a topic on which to present to the class, which was both well done and well received.

Years 9 / 10 (A)
Students selected a topic to present to class - these were all of a high standard and beautifully presented.  
They also engaged in everyday conversation in class with the following focus areas:
a) shopping: demonstrating the types of dialogue between a business owner and customer;
b) home design: discussing layout, decoration, furniture and function.

Years 7 / 8 (B)
This group's focus this term was on friendship: What do we look for in a friend? Why is it important to have friends?
We wrote scripts to role-play in class, as well as songs, and interactive group work and discussions.
In grammar, we looked at past tense, infinitive, pronouns and sentence structure.

Years 9 / 10 (B)
Students engaged in conversations and discussions about school, covering everything from uniform to subject 
selection.  This involved interactive group work, role plays, songs and poems.  Grammatically, we looked at future 
tense, pronouns, sentence structure and translation - from English to Hebrew. 
The advanced students completed group work based on a Hebrew Newspaper.

Years 9 / 10 / 11 (C)
This accelerated group completed their unit of work exploring home and community; friends; family and school, 
with emphasis on improving their grammar skills with all the Hebrew binyanim stems.

Years 11 / 12
The girls completed their HSC Oral Presentations.  They reported feeling 'ready' and 'comfortable' after the exam, 
which gives us all comfort as their teachers.  Well done girls.

Mrs Behar, Mrs Fox and Mrs Grauman

Modern Hebrew

Our Graduates



Girls' High School
Tishrei Yom Iyun
Last week our High School students took part in a hands-on educational Tishrei program entitled “The sights and 
Sounds of Tishrei”. The students made their way through the different Tishrei stations that included things like 
creating a film strip of the Kohen Gadols avoda on Yom Kippur, learning the laws of a kosher sukkah through a Dr 
Seuss poem, a multimedia game to understand the different Torah readings on RH and YK, Avinu Malkeinu emojis 
competition, creating kosher sukkas out of food and more! The students really appreciated this enjoyable and 
highly educational experience.

Rabbi Chaiton



Girls' High School
Tishrei Yom Iyun



News/Announcements
Please note:

PSG Roster

On Tuesday 18 September | 9 Tishrei, Years K-12 will be closed for Erev Yom Kippur.

The Early Learning Centre, closes at 12.00pm (midday) on that day.

On Wednesday 19 September | 10 Tishrei, the college including Early Learning will be closed for Yom Kippur.

There will be normal classes and finish times for the final two (2) days of Term, which concludes on Friday 21 September 
2018 | 12 Tishrei 5779.

State Transit has advised that due to lack of use they are cancelling the KTC morning bus No. 757e (the bus that comes 
down Birrell Street and into Watson Street). 

They are cutting services all over NSW and have been monitoring the children’s “tap on, tap off” on this bus for several 
months.

The last day of  this bus service for the 757e is Friday, 21 September (the last day of Term 3).

From the commencement of Term 4, any students living on the south side of Bondi Road who wish to take a bus to school 
must either make their way to the Bus Station in Bondi Junction and take the 755e or go to a bus stop along Old South 
Head Road where they can board the 755e.

The other KTC morning bus (the 755e) and the two afternoon buses remain in service as usual.
Reminder to tap on and tap off on all buses. 

Cancellation of Bus Service



Community

JewishCare is a member of the  
JCA family of organisations

 
PARENTING SKILLS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULT TEENAGE BEHAVIOUR

A 3 session program for parents and carers 
at JEWISHCARE  

3 Saber Street, Woollahra 
on Tuesdays 23, 30 October, 6 November 2018 at 6.30pm – 9.00pm

AIMS
  Some common ground shared by parents & reasonable expectations to hold about 

adolescents
  New understandings of adolescence
  A three-option model & flow chart for decision-making
  Self check-in, first - for parents.
  Building relationship with your teenager and making the best of your non-crisis 

conversations with them
  Skills for tough conversations for handling those problems you just can’t ignore

COURSE COSTS AND DURATION 
The course fee is $40 pp or $65 per couple which includes workshop materials.   
The course runs over 3 evenings. In order to get the most out of the workshop, it is important that 
you are available to attend all 3 evenings.

TO BOOK AND FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=420983&    
E: engagingadolescents@jewishcare.com.au  or call Robyn Bernitz 9302 8006

WHAT PARENTS HAVE SAID …
“A step dad recalled an incident at the weekend with his 12 year old step daughter. He said that the input he had 
received the previous week from the course helped him keep his cool and brought a more favourable outcome.”

“A single Mum who had presented as quite anxious on the first night told the group in week 2 that she had made an 
appointment with her 15 year old son during the week and had had a far more favourable discussion with him than 
would previously have been the case.”

WHO’S RUNNING IT?
Both employed with JewishCare, Robyn Bernitz is the Family Support Manager and Mimi Zilka is 
Youth Services Manager. Both have extensive experience working with children and adolescents, 
and are accredited trainers of the Parentshop ‘Engaging Adolescents’ training program.

This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner.   www.parentshop.com.au

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660  W www.jewishcare.com.au

Find us on                             (JewishCareNSW)  

ENGAGING ADOLESCENTS™

PARENT COURSE

When  Friday 5 October (9:30am-3:30pm)
Where  JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra
Cost  $50 (morning tea provided, bring lunch)
RSVP  by Thursday 27 September to Kira Brandt (Youth Services JewishCare)  
 For more info – k.brandt@jewishcare.com.au or 9302 8023
 Book through https://events.humanitix.com.au/j-teen

Spaces are limited, so get in quick!

BE INSPIRED BE EMPOWERED BE CONFIDENT

skin & hair tips
creative activities
yoga & mindfulness
keeping safe online
building positive body image

Jteen
a workshop for high school girls (years 7 – 9)

Feeding our mind and  
soul through an interactive  
one day workshop



Community

Thank you to everyone who brought in the Coles Vouchers earlier this year.  Our students are now using the fantastic 
sports equipment that arrived recently.  We received a huge variety of balls, skipping ropes, a ten-pin bowling set, 
Bocce and  mini-trampolines, just to name a few!

Mrs Bellingham

Sporting Equipment


