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Graduation of the Class of 2018
The Class of 2018 graduated on the 
evening of Thursday 13 September. 
Coordinated by Shelley Borer and 
Liesel Klokow, the Year 11 class trans-
formed the MPH for the dinner and 
presentation ceremony attended 
by students, family, friends, alumni 
and staff. Guests were also able to 
view some of the Year 12 HSC Body 

of Work submission for Visual Arts, 
displayed within the MPH. 

After the conclusion of the dinner, 
Year 12 Co-ordinator, Sandra Rutter 
and Head of English, Liora Srage, 
introduced each student as they 
came up to receive their portfolios 
from Head of General Studies, 

Michele Hanwell-Short. Special 
awards were introduced by Michele 
Hanwell-Short, Rabbi Chaiton, Head 
of Jewish Studies, by Rabbi Light, 
Head of Student Management and 
the Principal, Roy Steinman and were 
presented to the following students:

CONNECTIONS

Special Awards:
Dux of General Studies – Deborah Bui
Dux of Jewish Studies – Miriam Tuvel
Max Walhaus Prize for Tanakh – Deborah Bui
ADF Long Tan Award for Leadership and Teamwork – Nemi Lobel
Derech Eretz Award – Miriam Tuvel
Principal’s Award – Nemi Lobel

Awards for First in Course:
Shani Biton – English Advanced, Chumash Standard, Mathematics 
Extension 1 and 2, Modern Hebrew.
Deborah Bui – Biology, Chemistry, Classical Hebrew Continuers (2017 HSC), Classical Hebrew Extension (2017 HSC), 
Mathematics.
Arielle Boskila – English Standard
Rachel Ichilcik – Ancient History, Design and Technology
Racheli Jacobs – Business Studies (Equal First), Visual Arts
Rivka Lebovits – Business Studies (Equal First), Geography, Mathematics General (Equal First)
Tehilla Malka - Hospitality 
Shelley Mekler – Physics
Ariella Rev – Classical Hebrew Extension (2018 HSC)
Danielle Samama – Mathematics General (Equal First)
Miriam Tuvel – Chumash Extension

Sandra Rutter



Graduation of the class of 2018
Incoming Girls’ High School Captain, Tammy Lazarus and Vice-Captain, Chanie Gershowitz, hosted an evening 
which concluded with their induction into their leadership roles by the outgoing Captain and Vice-Captain, 
Nemi Lobel and Shani Biton. 
The evening began with Tehillim, led by Lea Menaker, the Acknowledgement of Country, presented by Miriam 
Tuvel, and the Dvar Torah, delivered by the Dux of General Studies, Deborah Bui. Speeches were given by 
College Principal, Roy Steinman, alumnus Faigy Niasoff and Nemi Lobel, whose Captain’s speech included a 
mathematical poem about her year group and their experiences in Year 12.



 Parshas Ha'azinuDvar Torah
In this week’s Parsha we have the poetic song of 
Moshe, in which he relates to the Jewish people 
on the last day of his life. It contains a summary of 
the history that Moshe and the nation experienced 
together (i.e. verse 10:  ימצאהו  בארץ מדבר ובתהו ילל ישמן  

 יסבבנהו יבוננהו יצרנהו כאישון עינו )                                               

 he rebukes them for their misdeeds (i.e. verse 18: 
 and reminds them that  (צור ילדך תשי ותשכח אל מחללך
although Hashem will punish us for our transgres-
sions (i.e. verse 19: וירא ה׳ וינאץ מכעס בניו ובנתיו ) He will 
always cherish His people (i.e. verse 43: ). There are 
a plethora of commentaries of every single word in 
the text (perhaps more than any other place in the 
Chumash), however we will just focus on the opening 
part of the second verse.
דברים פרק לב                                                                         

[ב] יערף כמטר לקחי......                                                               

2. My lesson will  drip like rain…

The Baal HaTurim says that the word  לקחי has 
the same numerical value as קמח  (flour) which is 
generally associated with Torah. In fact, the word 
for bread (פת has the same numerical value as 
Talmud (תלמוד) as Torah learning and bread sustain 
us. However, the Or HaChaim explains that לקחי 

refers to specifically flour, as flour is always seen as 
a prerequisite for learning Torah (see Avos 3:17), as 
Hashem doesn’t expe  ct one to study Torah without 
being provided for with physical sustenance. It thus 
becomes crucial for our children and students that 
for them to advance in their studies, that they are well 
(nutritiously) fed and can come into the classroom 
well rested (8+ hours), to gain the most from the 
learning experiences at Kesser Torah College.

The Ibn Ezra explains the connection between Torah 
 for subject matter is made to ,)(ל.ק.ח) ’and ‘taking (לקח)
be ‘taken’ from teacher to student. While in modern 
Hebrew we refer to a teacher as a מורה from the root ( 

 ,which literally refers to ‘throw’ (see Shemos 19:13)( י.ר.ה
as a teacher’s role is to radiate ideas and knowledge 
to the student, from a Torah perspective, a teacher is 
recognised by what is ‘taken in’ by the students and 
what is able to be processed in their minds. It is thus 
crucial that as teachers and parents we ensure the 
ideas that we convey to our students and children are 
understood with clarity and that they can relay these 
teachings back to us in their own language.  

Rashi and Rabbeinu Bachya explain the analogy 
of Torah (see Mishlei 4:2, Berachos 5a and Ta’anis 7a) 
and rain, for just as rain provides life for the world, so 
too does Torah. The Or HaChaim furthers this idea, 
in just like physical survival depends on rainfall, so too 
we require Torah instructions for our spiritual survival 
(see Mishlei 3:18 and Tehillim 19:8). The Chizkuni 
finds a deeper analogy of Torah to rain in that the 
benefit or rain is often not immediately evident, 
however it is nonetheless responsible for causing the 
growing and ripening of fruits. Rabbeinu Bachya 
though mentions that the rain must seep into the 
ground for vegetation to grow, just like Torah which 
must be not only ‘on our hearts’ but ‘in our hearts’. 
The Or HaChaim also says that just like rain falls in 
small droplets, so too Torah can only be absorbed in 
small bite like pieces, being brought into one’s con-
sciousness one drop at a time (see Rashi to Vayikra 
1:1 and Avos D’Rabbi Nosson 6:2). However, explains 
the Sforno, these drops must come with consistency 
and without interruption like rain for them to have 
their desired effect. As we are breaking up for the 
Holidays Holy Days, we must ensure that our children 
continue their Torah learning, each child according to 
their ability, to further strengthen their Torah commit-
ment and Torah literacy and overall well-being.

Good Shabbos,

Rabbi  Simons



Early Learning
Is it Sukkos yet?

The CRELS children are busily preparing for Sukkos, creating their own Sukkah in the book area where they have set 
tables and chairs in readiness for meals together. 
To make their sukkah more festive the children have also been creating some beautiful arts and crafts inspired by the 
Yom tov. 

The children have busied themselves with preparing for and sharing their knowledge of Sukkos.

Conversations have ensued as to who can go in the sukkah and what you can do in a sukkah (eating, sleeping, decorat-
ing).

In each of the rooms the children have made their own representations of sukkahs, etrogim and lulavim.



Early Learning



Early Learning

All families are required to sign a ‘Complying Written Arrangement’ (CWA) if they wish to continue to receive 
the government child-care subsidy. This agreement provides details of the enrolment and arrangement with the 
school.

The ability for parents to agree to a CWA is now available online.

Last week, families received an email with their family Hub Hello login. This email also shows families how to sign 
their CWA online. 

Please ensure you electronically sign before the end of the month and thank you to all the families who have already 
signed online.

If you are having difficulty, please contact Rachelle Smith in enrolments for assistance.

Virginia Aghan

A New Compliance Step



Primary School

We neglected to mention last week that the photos of the Year K Aleph Beis Siyum were taken by Ofer Levy.

Oversight

Year K preparing a Yom Kippur information book to take home to read with their families. 
Year K Yom Kippur books

Morah Shira and Rabbi Winterfeld

ICAS English Competition

Earlier this year a number of students participated in the 
ICAS English competition. Congratulations to the following 
students who achieved well:

Well done to all students who participated.
Mrs Bellingham



Primary School
Year 3
The Year 3s have made beautiful Ushpizin suncatchers for their Sukkos!
Mrs Levitan
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Boys' High School
Art
The Year 10 boys have been focusing on cubism this term in visual arts, with some exceptional results!

Miss Waugh

Yehoshua Shellim

Naftali Ray

Daniel Tabib

Rafi Frankin

Emanuel Cohavi



Boys' High School
HSIE
In Year 7 BHS we are currently learning about Natural Hazards. We spent an entire lesson exploring the various 
impacts of the Nepal Earthquake in 2015.
Mr Rattos

In Year 10 GHS History we continue to explore  the concept of human wellbeing. We recently created trophies to 
award NGOs (non-profit charities) are making a difference in the global community.

I

n  Year 8 GHS History we have recently moved on to Medieval Japan. In today's lesson we made Inro (a traditional 
Japanese case for holding small objects) with Medieval Japanese symbols and imagery.

Mr Rattos

Girls' High School
HSIE



High School
Ehud Barak visit at Moriah College



Girls' High School
Informal Farewell Assembly
Year 11, led by Year 11 Coordinator, Amelia Phillips, organised the informal assembly for the students and teachers 
to farewell the graduating class on Friday 14 September. Based on the theme ‘I’m a Celebrity – Get Me Out of Here!’, 
the GHS hall was transformed into a red-carpeted jungle for the event. 
The school gathered at the front of the school for the traditional Year 12 ‘lap of honour’, after which the Year 12s were 
entertained by presentations from each year group, including a song by Amelia Phillips and the Year 11 class and 
a video of Liora Srage reading a poem for her Advanced English class. Years 11 and 12 and the teachers remained 
behind after the other year groups returned to class, with each Year 12 class taking it in turns to thank their teachers 
and exchange gifts, after which the teachers also spoke about their classes. A lot of tissues were needed through-
out the event.
The graduating class are now officially on ‘stu vac’, allowing them to prepare for their HSC examinations, which 
begin with the first of two English papers on Thursday 18 October. We are confident that they will achieve their best 
possible marks in these final examinations, a reward for all their hard work and dedication throughout their final two 
years of school. The graduating class of 2018 are a credit to the values and commitment to excellence in General 
and Jewish Studies which characterises KTC and we wish them lots of hatzlacha for their examinations and for their 
lives after high school. It has been my privilege to work with this group of talented, diligent, energetic young women 
as their Year Coordinator this year. You will be missed.
Sandra Rutter
Year 12 Coordinator, 2018 



Girls' High School
Design and Technology
Chana Shapiro cross stitching a cushion for her Mum in Design & Technology.

Nemi and Racheli putting the final touches on their HSC major works for Visual Arts 

Art

Year 8 have been working on making clay masks in Art this term 

Miss Waugh



Girls' High School

High School girls enjoyed an inspirational lunch to prepare for Yom Kippur

3 speakers; Ruth Gold, leyat Rubeun (via video) and Mrs Gourarie shared thoughts and inspiration about tefilla and the 
holiness of the day.

All the girls were filled with food for thought (literally and metaphorically!) during these special days.

Many thanks to Chani Gershowitz for the impetus to plan and create this event!

Pre Yom Kippur Lunch



Girls' High School



News/Announcements
Mazel Tov
To Fraida and Ashi (Gutnick) Greenberg on the birth of a baby boy.

To Rabbi Moshe and Esti Gutnick on a grandson.

To music teacher Rosa Calcagno  and Exequiel Carrizo on the occasion of their marriage.

To English teacher Eimear Henry and Giovanni Scollo on their engagement. 

The Next 3 Weeks at KTC
S c h o o l 
Holidays 
Week 1

Monday 24 September Succos Day 1 College closed

Tuesday 25 September Succos Day 2  College Closed

Wednesday 26 - Sunday 30
September

Chol Hamoed Succos

S c h o o l 
holidays 
Week 2

Monday 1 October Shemini Atzeres

Tuesday 2 October Simchas Torah

Week 1 Monday  8 October First day Term 4 Years K -12

Cancellation of Bus Service
State Transit has advised that due to lack of use they are cancelling the KTC morning bus No. 757e (the bus that 
comes down Birrell Street and into Watson Street). 

They are cutting services all over NSW and have been monitoring the children’s “tap on, tap off” on this bus for 
several months.

The last day of  this bus service for the 757e is Friday, 21 September (the last day of Term 3).

From the commencement of Term 4, any students living on the south side of Bondi Road who wish to take a bus to 
school must either make their way to the Bus Station in Bondi Junction and take the 755e or go to a bus stop along 
Old South Head Road where they can board the 755e.

The other KTC morning bus (the 755e) and the two afternoon buses remain in service as usual.
Reminder to tap on and tap off on all buses. 



Community

JewishCare is a member of the  
JCA family of organisations

 
PARENTING SKILLS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULT TEENAGE BEHAVIOUR

A 3 session program for parents and carers 
at JEWISHCARE  

3 Saber Street, Woollahra 
on Tuesdays 23, 30 October, 6 November 2018 at 6.30pm – 9.00pm

AIMS
  Some common ground shared by parents & reasonable expectations to hold about 

adolescents
  New understandings of adolescence
  A three-option model & flow chart for decision-making
  Self check-in, first - for parents.
  Building relationship with your teenager and making the best of your non-crisis 

conversations with them
  Skills for tough conversations for handling those problems you just can’t ignore

COURSE COSTS AND DURATION 
The course fee is $40 pp or $65 per couple which includes workshop materials.   
The course runs over 3 evenings. In order to get the most out of the workshop, it is important that 
you are available to attend all 3 evenings.

TO BOOK AND FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=420983&    
E: engagingadolescents@jewishcare.com.au  or call Robyn Bernitz 9302 8006

WHAT PARENTS HAVE SAID …
“A step dad recalled an incident at the weekend with his 12 year old step daughter. He said that the input he had 
received the previous week from the course helped him keep his cool and brought a more favourable outcome.”

“A single Mum who had presented as quite anxious on the first night told the group in week 2 that she had made an 
appointment with her 15 year old son during the week and had had a far more favourable discussion with him than 
would previously have been the case.”

WHO’S RUNNING IT?
Both employed with JewishCare, Robyn Bernitz is the Family Support Manager and Mimi Zilka is 
Youth Services Manager. Both have extensive experience working with children and adolescents, 
and are accredited trainers of the Parentshop ‘Engaging Adolescents’ training program.

This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner.   www.parentshop.com.au

FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660  W www.jewishcare.com.au

Find us on                             (JewishCareNSW)  

ENGAGING ADOLESCENTS™

PARENT COURSE

When  Friday 5 October (9:30am-3:30pm)
Where  JewishCare, 3 Saber Street Woollahra
Cost  $50 (morning tea provided, bring lunch)
RSVP  by Thursday 27 September to Kira Brandt (Youth Services JewishCare)  
 For more info – k.brandt@jewishcare.com.au or 9302 8023
 Book through https://events.humanitix.com.au/j-teen

Spaces are limited, so get in quick!

BE INSPIRED BE EMPOWERED BE CONFIDENT

skin & hair tips
creative activities
yoga & mindfulness
keeping safe online
building positive body image

Jteen
a workshop for high school girls (years 7 – 9)

Feeding our mind and  
soul through an interactive  
one day workshop


