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19 OCTOBER 2018 | 10 CHESHVAN 5779 | TERM 4 | WEEK 2 i Parshas LECH LECHA i candle lighting 6:53pm i shabbos ends 7:51 pm

DVAR TORAH / PARSHAS LECH LECHA
Parshas Lech Lecha begins the saga of Avraham’s
journey from local rebel to world renown
revolutionary, seeking to change the status quo in a
hostile environment. From polytheism to monotheism,
in a short space of time, was a mammoth undertaking.
To be able to achieve this monumental task, a certain
personality was required. He needed to stand up to ridicule,
believe strongly and differently to everyone else and not
bend to conformity…..to the degree of being willing to give
up his life for his beliefs.
This theme of not conforming was discussed across the
Jewish Studies high school classes this week. To believe
strongly and not be influenced by those around you is a real
challenge for young people in today’s ever changing world.
Rabbi Sacks, wrote an inspiring article on leadership today.
He relates that we need to take an example from Avraham,
in how to lead, think out of the box and go against the tide.
Abraham, at the start of his mission, was told to leave “his
land, his birthplace and his father’s house,” to free himself
from the pressure to conform. Leaders must be prepared not
to follow the consensus.

Why? Because people do conform. They adopt the
standards and absorb the culture of the time and place in
which they live “your land.” At a deeper level, they are
influenced by friends and neighbors “your birthplace.”
More deeply still, they are shaped by their parents and the
family in which they grew up “your father’s house.”
As Rabbi Sacks says, “Leaders lead. That does not mean to
say that they don’t follow. But what they follow is different
from what most people follow. They don’t conform for the
sake of conforming. They don’t do what others do merely
because others are doing it. They follow an inner voice, a
call. They have a vision, not of what is, but of what might be.
They think outside the box. They march to a different tune.”
Lets take a page from the Parsha, from the life of Avraham
and lead by example, strengthen our children to be the
leaders of tomorrow and not follow the dictates of society.
Have a great Shabbos,

DVORA MOSS

EARLY LEARNING

EARLY LEARNING
The children’s interest in Noach’s Teiva has sparked further learning
in all classes.
Our role is to work with the children’s interests and scaffold their learning
further by providing opportunities for them to find their own answers through asking questions; experimenting with materials; testing hypotheses;
working with friends and using play as the main vehicle for learning. We
know that by providing children with open-ended materials, promoting
conversations amongst children, asking open-ended rather than closed
questions; children become engaged learners and their learning is more
meaningful.
This week, boats turned into rocket ships, animals went on safari, snakes
came to life on paper, rainbows were created, songs were sang about
‘blasting into space’ and bubbles were chased.
VIRGINIA AGHAN
Director, Early Learning

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Sunday Morning Bar Mitzvah Club
6 & 7 Boys. With Rabbi Simons
Sunday, October 21, 8:00 minyan, Tzemach Tzedek
Shul. followed by an inspiring lesson
Contact Rochel +61 425 371 987 or
rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au
Mishmor News!
Mishmor started with lots of classes learning
about our Great Rabbeim, especially the Rebbe
Rashab, whose birthday is this month on Chof
Cheshvan! Stay tuned!

PRIMARY SCHOOL CANBERRA EXCURSION
This week Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a fantastic trip to Canberra.
Our trip began with a visit to Parliament House, where we had
a guided tour, teaching us about the members of Parliament
and how bills and legislation are passed in Australia. Students
were very interested to take a look inside the Senate and
House of Representatives.
Our next stop was a tour around the War Memorial. Some
highlights were the galleries, the commemorative flame and
wall of poppies.

After our stop for lunch, students were very thrilled to be
spending two hours in Questacon. There were loads of
interactive scientific experiments and games that offered
countless hours of fun!
It was sad to finally say goodbye to Canberra. What a great
day, enjoyed by all.
MISS KRIARIS & MS MEZEI
Years 5 and 6 Teachers

GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL

GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL / GENERAL STUDIES
This week our Year 12 students started their HSC Examinations.
English Paper 1 and Paper 2 were on Thursday and Friday
mornings respectively.
Next week we have several
examinations with;
•Monday: Classical Hebrew Extension and Visual Arts
•Tuesday: Ancient History
•Wednesday: Biology and Classical Hebrew Continuers
•Thursday: Mathematics (incl. General 2 and Extension 2.
The HSC can be a daunting experience for students but there are ways
to help them through it. For some students who are highly anxious,
perfectionists, or who experience an intense stress around examination
periods, it’s helpful for them to know that their examination marks aren’t
the “be-all and end-all”. There are alternative pathways to get to
where they want to go... there IS life after the HSC.
A little anxiety propels people to study and can improve performance
but when students become so overwhelmed and focussed on their
examinations it can actually be unhelpful and impair their performance.
It is well documented that taking regular breaks and exercising can
help to reduce stress. Research suggests that taking a break every hour
and 60 minutes of moderate physical activity every day can be helpful

to alleviate the symptoms of
stress.
As a parent there are several
things you can do to help: make
sure home is a supportive
environment; Make sure there is
a quiet space to study; Students
are able to come to school to
use the Library Senior Study
Area; ensure access to nutritious
food; Make sure your child gets
enough sleep (8 – 10 hours);
speak to your child about
relaxation
strategies
and
mindfulness. We wish all our
students all the best for their
examinations.

MICHELE HANWELL-SHORT
Head of General Studies

MATHEMATICS
Maths classes are preparing for the completion of the
syllabus. Years 7/8 will be writing their assessments in
November, so they should be revising. Years 9/10 will be writing
examinations in the beginning of December.
Here are here are some tips to help you get ready:
• Organise your study space
• Use flow charts and diagrams
• Revise old examinations
• Explain your answers to others
• Organise study groups with friends
• Take regular breaks
• Snack on brain food
• Plan your examination day.

Debating
On Wednesday, students from Years 7 to 10 went to Masada for
the Annual Inter-Jewish School Debating Competition. Although
we didn’t come away with any trophies, we can be proud of all
the debaters, who spoke with flair and enthusiasm, and proved
themselves formidable opponents. In most debates, the teams
faced a marginal loss, with the Senior girls winning one of their
two debates. At the awards, special mention was made to Rafi
Franklin and Rivka Schapiro for their debating skills.
Thank you to Ms Henry and Ms Srage for working with the
debaters.

GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL

GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL / JEWISH
Last week, year 8 enjoyed a Pizza Party as a reward
for the highest level of participation as a grade in the
Elul “U-Turn” personal growth programme last term.
Well done girls!
On Zayin Cheshvan we watched a short video explaining
the message that we take from the day- in Eretz Yisroel
they would only start davening for rain two weeks after
Sukkos had ended so as not to make rain fall during
anyone’s journey back home after Yom Tov. The farmers
waited two whole weeks for rain, possibly causing
damage to their crops so as not to inconvenience one Jew
travelling through Israel.
CHAYA GOURARIE
GHS Informal Education

Captains’ Corner

Welcome back to another exciting Term 4
and welcome to the Captains’ Corner! Each
fortnight we will be writing a little blurb
about what we have been getting up to, so
here is #Edition 1.
Next week, in honour of the Shabbos Project we
will be having a Havdala Ceremony at the Wolff
residence, 8:45pm. We will be having a bonfire
with sausages and smores, as well as an interactive
session with ‘Drum Circle Event’. All of the
GHS is invited and we ask for you to please
bring $10.
Grade fundraising is underway in the GHS, with
Year 12 starting this week with International
Pasta Day so please bring in all your forms and
we look forward to the next upcoming fundraisers!

This Sunday 21st October we will be distributing
all the food collected for the homeless food
drive at Bondi Junction and can’t wait to help
the homeless! Please join us at 11am outside
‘Church In The Market Place’.
Xx Chanie and Tamm

• The holidays were a blast!! We had an awesome Simchas Beis Hashoeva
event, starting off with a workshop at a teacher’s house and
continued with a pumping party bus! Thank you to all those girls who
came and made it so much fun. We also had Chana Hirschowitz come and
inspire the girls over Simchas Torah.

• We have so much planned, starting with our personal growth
program ‘connect 4’, we hope you can all get involved. Masmidos is
also continuing after school on Wednesdays; learning, fun and food
provided. This week we had our first mivtzoyim, the girls gave out
Shabbos candles in Bondi Junction after school.

message from the shluchos

Faigy and Chaya

BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL

BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL / MATHEMATICS
Maths classes are preparing for the completion of the
syllabus in December.
Years 7/8 will be writing their assessments in November, so
they should be revising in preparation.
Years 9/10 will be writing Examinations in the beginning of
December.
Here are here are some tips to help you get ready:
• Organise your study space
• Use flow charts and diagrams
• Revise old examinations
• Explain your answers to others
• Organise study groups with friends
• Take regular breaks
• Snack on brain food
• Plan your examination day

DEBATING
On Wednesday, a group of students from Years 7 to 10 went to
Masada for the Annual Inter-Jewish School Debating
Competition. Although we didn’t come away with any trophies,
we can be very proud of all the debaters who spent hours
preparing in the weeks leading up to the debates.
Each debater spoke with flair and enthusiasm, and proved
themselves formidable opponents. In most debates, the teams
faced a marginal loss, with the Senior girls winning one of their
two debates. At the awards, special mention was made to Rafi
Franklin and Rivka Schapiro for their debating skills on the day.
Thank you to Ms Henry and Ms Srage for working with the
debaters.

SCHOOL news

NEXT 3 WEEKS
WEEK 3:
TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER
•Primary Parent Information: Kindness on Purpose (2pm)

P&F CORNER
The P&F would like to thank our parent body for
supporting all of our events. This year we were able to
purchase a KTC Banner flag with our school logo and
name for sports events and carnivals.
• SAVE THE DATE - Pizza day 30 October

WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER
•National Children’s Day
•Year 9-10G Commerce Excursion
•Shabbos Project Activity Years 7/8 GHS 11:00am to 12pm
THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER
•Year 2 Excursion: Centennial Park: Habitat Explorers
FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER
•Shabbos Project Activity Years 9,10 & 12 GHS 11:00am to
12:00pm

• P&F end of year event - all mothers invited. Sunday night 10
November. There will be Milchik supper served.
A beautiful way to end off another amazing year at KTC.

PSG ROSTER
WE NEED YOU, THE PARENTS TO HELP PROTECT OUR SCHOOL,
FOR 1/2 AN HOUR:
AM 8-8.30
PM 3-3.30 / 2.30-3
Monday 22 October
AM Jenny Yehuda

PM tba

Tuesday 23 October
AM Shoshie Kastel

PM Eva Stein

•Planet Ark National Recycling Week

Wednesday 24 October
AM tba			

PM tba

TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER
•PIP Showcase, World Kindness Day

Thursday 25 October
AM tba			

PM tba

WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER
•Year K Orientation Morning #1

Friday 26 October
AM Shaul Schipro

PM tba

THURSDAY 8 TO FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER
•Rosh Chodesh Kislev
•Rosh Chodesh ‘Torah and Tea’ with Guest Speaker GHS
1.20 to 2:00pm

Please contact Debbie Seidler.

WEEK 4:
MONDAY 29 OCTOBER
•Annual General Meeting (AGM) 8pm, Library
WEEK 5:

HSC
We wish our HSC students much hatzlacha in their exams.

COMMUNITY news

COMMUNITY NEWS
NSW TRANSPORT ANNOUNCMENT
School student applications for 2019 open from Monday, 15
October 2018. Students progressing to Year 3 and Year 7 do
not need to re-apply if they:
•are continuing at the same school
•are residing at the same address
•have not been sent an expiry notification from Transport for
NSW.
Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical
condition which is due to expire will receive a notification
advising them to re-apply.
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.
If students need to update their information or re-apply, they
should go online to https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
updateDetails
Applications need to be submitted before 31/12/2018 to
ensure entitlements are updated and current entitlement/card is
not cancelled. If their application is submitted after 31/12/2018,
the system will automatically cancel a card and a new one will
need to be issued.

KESSER TORAH COLLEGE CONTACT DETAILS
68 Blake Street Dover Heights NSW 2030 Australia
Main number

02 9301 1111

Email		

reception@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Web		

www.kessertorah.nsw.edu.au

Facebook

www.facebook.com/kessertorahcollege

Instagram

www.instagram.com/kessertorahcollege

Students in the Opal network applying for a SSTS or Term Bus
Pass entitlement for the first time will receive their card at their
nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed out during
December 2018 and January 2019.
For further information visit https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/
ssts
Transport for NSW
REMINDER TO STUDENTS:
Please remember to “Tap On, Tap Off” when using Public Transport
(Sydney Buses) - as the frequency and usage of buses by students
determines the availability of services. In other words, if you do not
“Tap On, Tap Off” there may not be a bus service available to you.

REMINDER TO EVERYONE:
Newsletter submissions to Ruth.Gold@ktc.nsw.edu.au by Thursday at
10.00am.

