
The Australian Bible Quiz took place this week and 
many of us gathered to see the contestants battle 
it out for an opportunity to represent Australia 
at the Chidon HaTanach in Yerushalayim on Yom 
Ha’atzmaut next year. We were very proud to see 
a fierce competition between KTC and Moriah 
College. Commencing early in the day with a written 
test, KTC students were successful in being placed 
in the second round: the Oral quiz in front of an 
enthusiastic audience and three Judges – namely, 
Rafi Franklin, Jonah Roberts, Naftali Ray, Emanuel 
Cohavi, Shani Spielmanand Hodaya Cohavi. In the 
next round, the four remaining students were Shani,
Hodaya, Emanuel and Jonah. After an intense round 
of questions, and a tie-breaker, Hodaya Cohavi 
emerged victorious as the winner of the 2018 
Australian Bible Quiz. In second place was her brother 
Emanuel Cohavi, and in third place, Shani Spielman. 
All three have earned a place at the Bible Quiz 
Camp, where they will meet finalists from all over the 
world who will converge on Yerushalayim in the few 
days leading to Yom Ha’atzmaut. Our thanks to the 
State Zionist Council and the Zionist Federation 
of Australia for all their efforts in coordinating the 

competition and of course, our thanks to their coach 
and coordinator, Mrs Lea Behar, who has invested 
many hours of her time to give these students the 
opportunity of a lifetime. Mazal tov to all of them. We 
look forward to seeing their further efforts next year 
at the International Bible Quiz.
NAJEX Memorial Ceremony
Last Sunday I attended the NAJEX Memorial 
Ceremony to commemorate the silencing of the 
guns on the 11 th hour of the 11 th day of the 11 th 
month in 1918. This Armistice Day became the day 
to commemorate both the First and Second World
Wars and the Jewish soldiers who lost their lives in 
the service of freedom during those and subsequent 
wars: Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq. Our College 
Captain Levi Hoffman, and Vice-Captain Rafi Franklin 
attended the Memorial Service and laid wreaths on 
behalf of KTC students. Furthermore, Levi Hoffman 
received a prestigious NAJEX Youth Leadership 
Award from former Chief of the Australian Defence 
Force, Lieutenant-General K Gillespie. Levi’s award 
was for commitment, courage, leadership, integrity 
and initiative. We wish him Mazal Tov on this very 
appropriate recognition of his leadership.
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WINNING THE ZIONIST FEDERATION BIBLE QUIZ



KTC Reaches out to Pittsburgh
In a moving tribute of solidarity with the Pittsburgh 
Jewish Community, KTC High School students wrote 
letters of comfort and support to the members of the 
Pittsburgh Community. Each letter tells a different 
story, as students opened up their hearts to express 
their solidarity and sympathy with members of the 
community who went through such deep grief, angst 
and pain. I was very moved by the words of our Boys’ 
and Girls’ High School students. Many committed 
themselves to extra davening and extra learning in 
the names of those who had lost their lives when 
they were so brutally murdered on Shabbos two 
weeks ago. At times like this, we realise that we are 

indeed a small “band of brother/sisters” stretching 
across the globe.
What affects us on the other side of the Earth, affects 
us here at home. We will send these letters on to let 
the community know that here, in Sydney Australia, 
there is a school in Dover Heights that was deeply 
moved by what had happened to them.
They should know that they are in our thoughts and 
prayers as we send them words of comfort.

Wishing you all a Good Shabbos - Shabbat Shalom

ROY STEINMAN
College Principal

College Captain Levi Hoffman receiving an Award from former Chief of 
the Australian  Defence Force, Lieut. Gen Gillespie AC DSC CSM,  
for leadership, courage, integrity and determination.

College Captain Levi Hoffman and Vice Captain Rafi Franklin laying wreathes on behalf of 
Kesser Torah College at the NSW NAJEX memorial service for Australian Jewish Soldiers 
who lost their lives in the defence of freedom.



Every day in our prayers we recite the verse from Psalms:  
 G-d is close to all ברוב ה׳ לכל קוראיו לכל אשר יקראהו באמת -
those who call to him, to all those who call with truth.
The verse is unclear, at first it states that G-d is close 
to all those who call to him, however the verse then 
classifies this statement by saying that this is true only 
to those who call him in truth!
Which one is true?
My grandfather Rabbi Schnuer Zalman Rapoport OB”M 
explained by way of analogy.
A store is opened in town, and is advertised as an 
international store welcoming all nationalities to try out 
their food, whilst importing products from all around 
the globe.
One day some fellow walks in and addresses the owner 
in Chinese. The owner unable to understand tries to 
communicate that he must speak in English. When 

there is no change, he states that there is no way he can 
serve him unless he speaks English.
Yes, all foreigners are welcome but if they don’t speak 
the language there is not much one can do to help them.
So too with G-d! G-d responds to all those who call to 
him, however only if they use his language.
G-d’s language isn’t Hebrew, or for that matter any other 
language. His language, is truth and sincerity!
In this week’s Torah portion we are told how Yitzchak and 
Rivkah prayed for children. So many in our communities 
pray regularly for children, health, wealth or sometimes 
for things that may seem trivial to others. At the core of 
all our prayers must me the sincere acknowledgment 
that we believe these things will help us to truly grow as 
people and as Jews.  

RABBI RAPOPORT

DVAR TORAH PARSHAS TOLDOS



Where does the Journey Start and Where Does It Lead 
to?
I have been fortunate enough to spend time in the Nest 
with our newest Kesser Torah students.
What a joy! I have marvelled at the way they have 
taken to their environment like ‘ducks to water’. They 
are comfortable with the environment, understand the 
routine and greet their Morahs with smiles and hugs 
everyday. Their daytime ‘siestas’ are testament to how 
comfortable they feel in the Nest.
Dramatic play has provided wonderful opportunities for 

the children to use their emerging language skills and 
develop their expressive ability. Their caring skills have 
also been evident with the sharing of personal blankets 
with the ‘sleeping babies’ (our soft dolls) and patting 
them to sleep.
The Simcha children have very vivid imaginations. They 
have been to the moon, repaired the building, put out 
fires with their fire engines and have revealed that there 
is a ‘spy’ in CRELS, and have begun an adventure to find 
him (stay tuned to their daily diaries for further updates).

EARLY LEARNING



The Tamar children are exceptional negotiators; are 
keen observers of the ‘goings on’ and ‘know how to tell 
the time’. For six months they have been watching the 
Rimon and Gefen children ‘negotiate’ visits to Morah 
Virginia’s room and enjoy the ‘special’ experiences that 
take place. This week they acted on their observations 
and approached me on my arrival at the front gate of 
ECC. I was greeted with “may we visit your office” and 
“can we come now?”
It was agreed that they could visit in the afternoon, but 
what is the afternoon? Morah Ilana and Morah Jo have 
been working on helping the children understand time 
by using concrete examples of time. The concept of 
afternoon was explained as follows: “you can come to 
Morah Virginia’s after you have eaten your lunch, after 
you have slept and after you have eaten afternoon tea.” 

The children took on board the information and arrived 
at my door shortly after they had finished afternoon tea.
The Gefen and Rimon’s learning journey is coming to 
a wonderful conclusion with the children revealing 
their developmental readiness (see photos) for school 
in 2019. Their visit to the Kindergarten rooms on 
Wednesday was the highlight of their day. Rather than 
me describing it I am going to share some of their 
thoughts:
“I loved playing outside in the playground.”
“ I liked pressing raindrops on the screen.”
“We had cup cakes and fruit for recess.”
“Drawing a picture of myself with Rabbi Winterfeld.”
“I liked Rabbi Winterfeld and how he drew magic letters 
on the wall.”
“Playing with the blocks and we met our new teachers”

EARLY LEARNING



YEAR K ORIENTATION

THIS ONE ESCAPED!

ONE MORE YEAR AMIELL 

- BACK DOWNSTAIRS

BIG SAND MIX UP -  THE CURRENT YEAR K‘S & EARLY LEARNERS!!

WATCH OUT PEOPLE

HERE THEY COME....

WHILE THE PARENTS 

WERE HERE......



YEAR K ORIENTATION

HERE ARE 2 OF OUR 

AMAZING YEAR K 

TEACHERS

THE SMILE SAYS IT ALL

WE’RE COMING FOR YOU....

WE ARE SCHOOL READY!



Yr 4G had a Melave Malka this past Motzei Shabbas to 
celebrate their reaching 1,000 merit points! They’ve 
worked very hard learning, listening and behaving with 
Derech Eretz. The girls made bracelets in honour of 
Parshas Chayei Sara. The Shluchos came and told a Baal 
Shem Tov story and sang nigunim with the girls. The 
girls enjoyed the pizza and French fries as well:)

TORAH CLUB
As usual, Torah Club had a busy morning.
Yr. K-1B learnt the deeper meaning of “Hakol Kol 
Yaakov...”. The strength of the Jewish people is in our 
voices - davening and learning!
Yr. K-1G learnt about Day 4 of Creation and made a 
story board of why the moon only glows:)
Yr. 2-3B learnt about the Brochos of Hafrashas Challa 
and affixing a Mezuza. They also learnt about the special 
Mida of Chesed.
Yr. 2-3G learnt about Asher Yatzar and worked on their 

scrapbooks. They also made bracelets in connection to 
Eliezer giving jewellery to Rivka Imeinu.
Yr. 4-5B started the story of Yiftach Hagiladi in Sefer 
Shoftim.
Yr. 4-5G learnt about Misushelach and Lemech who 
were great leaders trying to inspire their generation. 
They also learnt about having Ahavas Yisrael as each 
Yid has a special Neshama!

BAR MITZVA CLUB
Bar Mitzva Club learnt the source of making a Seuda 
fore a Bar Mitzva in the Torah and why it’s such an 
amazing celebration. they also discussed some of the 
morning brochos and a case study in Halacha.

MISHMOR
The Big focus this week was on Rosh Chodesh Kislev, 
the day the Rebbe was fully recovered from his heart 
attack and returned to his home from 770. 

WE     YIDDISHKEIT



This week students watched an uplifting video about 
the Jewish response to tragedy.  We saw how the only 
way to combat darkness is to increase in light, with 
good deeds and positive actions. We participated 
in the AJN project, ‘Prayers for Pittsburgh’, in which 
each student took upon themselves a hachlata 
to bring more light in the world in memory of the 
victims of the Tree of Life Synagogue.

CAPTAINS’ CORNER
Hey everyone! Happy Rosh Chodesh:) This week has 
been so full with fun as we have prepared for and 
celebrated the new month.  Yesterday together with 
SRC we had ‘Cholent and Chill’ at recess. Everyone 
enjoyed a warm bowl of cholent and chilling with 
some fun music. We are taking Cholent ideas and 
recipes for next month so let us know what you 
want!!  Today at lunch we are having a Torah and 
Tea session with Devorah Leah Joseph in honour 
of Rosh Chodesh.  Everyone will enjoy hot chips at 
the workshop.  We would like to remind everyone to 

book for the Pink Breakfast! 
Hope you all have a lovely weekend and Shabbat.
TAMMY + CHANIE

MESSAGE FROM THE SHLUCHOS
This week proved to be another great week for the 
Girls’ High School as we continued with Connect 4...
so make sure to keep filling out those booklets, there’s 
only a couple of weeks left! We commemorated Rosh 
Chodesh Kislev, (the day the Rebbe recovered from 
a severe heart attack in 1977) with an inspirational 
video from this years Kinus Hashluchim, explaining 
the importance of spreading light in the world and 
being a leader, connecting this message to Chanukah 
which is coming up soon! We hope the girls can carry 
this message with them throughout the duration of 
the rest of the school year. Masmidos continues on 
a Wednesday afternoon and Mivtzoyim on Thursday. 
Looking forward to another amazing week! :) 
FAIGY AND CHAYA

GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL



In honour of Rosh Chodesh Kislev the BHS had a 
special breakfast together with the YG shluchim who 
are visiting us from Melbourne. One of the shluchim 
spoke about the significance of the day. This was 

followed by a video and then Rabbi Barber shared 
his very inspirational story and the connection to 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
RABBI CHAITON

BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL JEWISH



WEEK 6: 
Planet Ark National Recycling Week
MONDAY 12 NOVEMBER 
Yr 7-8 Oztag Gala Day
TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 
PIP Showcase 6.30pm
World Kindness Day
WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER  
Babies & Books Information Session Early Learning Centre (ECC) 
- 9.30am
10G Barbecue
THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER 
Year K – Botanical Gardens (Alexander’s Maths Outing)
FRIDAY 16 NOVEMBER  
Remembrance Day Assemblies (High School)
WEEK 7: 
MONDAY 19 NOVEMBER
Early Learning Road Ribbon for Road Safety
TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 
GHS Israel 2019 Information session – 7.30pm (Science Lab)
Year K Orientation Morning # 2 – 9.00am
WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 
BHS Israel 2019 Information session – 7.30pm (Science Lab)
THURSDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
Pink Breakfast GHS & Mothers 8.20am to 9.15am
EL (Rimon Class) Excursion to MCA 11.30am to 3.30pm
FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER  
BHS Sydney Kolel visit 9.00am
Jewish Care Guest Speakers (High School Assembly)
SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER  
P&F End of Year Fair 4-6pm
WEEK 8: 
TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER: 
Yud Tes Kislev
SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER  
First Light of Chanukah

SCHOOL NEWS

Please join us in the MPH for  
guest speakers and information  
about starting Year K in 2019. 

The children will enjoy learning  
in their new classrooms and 

getting to know their new 
teachers. They will then join you 

for morning tea in the MPH.

Time: 9.00 - 10.30AM
Day 1: Wednesday 7 November
Day 2: Tuesday 20 November

Please RSVP to 
gail.gottlieb@ktc.nsw.edu.au 

by Friday, 2 November.

Year K 2019 Orientation Days

PARENTS & CHILDREN FROM THE 
EARLY LEARNING ARE INVITED 

TO CELEBRATE THE END OF 2018
WITH A PICNIC & PETTING ZOO

4.30-6PM 
WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER 

ON THE LAWN OUTSIDE  
THE LIBRARY

Summertime
on thelawn

PLEASE BRING 
A PICNIC RUG & KOSHER FOOD

BABIES & BOOKS
PRESENTING

Age. 0-2 Years
Date. Wed 14, November
Time. 9.30-10.30AM
Venue. KTC Early Learning
Cost. $5 per parent
Bookings. www.shalom.edu.au

LEARN ABOUT 
THE BENEFITS 

OF READING 
TO YOUR BUB

ANNUAL MENORAH CONTEST
Add more light to your Chanukah!

a unique menorah with a creative 
theme. Winning menorahs are 

both kosher and beautiful, 
created with chayolim’s 

own effort.

CREATE 
for the menorah you like best in 

your school. The one with the 
most votes will be submitted 

to a panel of judges at 
Headquarters.

VOTE 
that ultimate Chanukah design 
to your Base Commander by 

Wednesday, Chof Kislev. 

SUBMIT

PRIZES:

Everyone earns 25 miles just for entering!
25 miles

If you take a picture of your menorah,  
place it on a plain, white background and 
make sure there’s plenty of natural light.

4

1st 2nd 3rd

WINNERS:
menorahs 
will be 
featured 
in the 
Chanukah rally!

8
1 winner 

will receive 
500 miles 3 winner 

will receive 
250 miles

winner 
will receive 
100 miles

One will be chosen from each grade.

8    346 

Presenting students projects from Year 2 - 6 who applied to take part!
Tuesday 13th November    6:15pm for a 6:30pm start 

MPH, Kesser Torah College

Prepare to be Dazzled
OUR KTC STUDENTS PRESENT

THEIR PERSONAL INTEREST PROJECT - 
FROM SEWING TO SCIENCE 

EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY IS INVITED!

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY KTC P&F

PLEASE COME JOIN US FOR OUR 
FINAL WOMEN’S EVENT OF 2018 

A NIGHT OF APPRECIATION  
& CELEBRATION OF A  

WONDERFUL YEAR AT KTC

Sunday, November 18, 7.45PM
At Michal Ben Shimol’s house

396 Bronte Road, Bronte 

Light Milchik refreshments will be served



COMMUNITY NEWS

BABIES & BOOKS
PRESENTING

Age. 0-2 Years
Date. Wed 14, November
Time. 9.30-10.30AM
Venue. KTC Early Learning
Cost. $5 per parent
Bookings. www.shalom.edu.au

LEARN ABOUT 
THE BENEFITS 
OF READING 
TO YOUR BUB

YG SHLUCHIM VISITING SYDNEY THIS WEEKEND
Schedule:
THURSDAY 8:15PM - 
Farbrengen for BHS @ Hirshkowitz 
FRIDAY MORNING – 
7:30am Chassidus at KTC
9:40am – Breakfast with BHS
11:00am – Chitas Shiur
1:20 – Rosh Chodesh BBQ with PS/HS
2:20 – Mivtzoim with BHS
FRIDAY NIGHT -      
 8:30pm Dinner for Yr. 9 at Gershowitz. 
SHABBOS 1PM 
Lunch for Yr. 6 boys @ Hatzvi. 
MOTZEI SHABBOS 9PM 
Farbrengen for Yr. 10&11 @ Hoffman

PLEASE SAVE THE DATES
December 6 - Chanukah in the City
January 7 - 11 - Gan Izzy Day Camp for boys and girls.
More information to come soon.
Chabad Youth NSW



KESSER TORAH COLLEGE CONTACT DETAILS

68 BLAKE STREET
DOVER HEIGHTS NSW 2030 AUSTRALIA

+61 2 9301 1111
RECEPTION@KTC.NSW.EDU.AU

KESSERTORAHCOLLEGE.COM.AU

Did you know that at Kesser Torah College  we are building a strong online presence!
Follow us on our journey as we document our fantastic school though beautiful visuals and exciting content.

@KESSERTORAHCOLLEGE

KESSERTORAHCOLLEGE


