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Mazel Tov: Class of 2018
Welcome to Term One, 2019.
I take this opportunity in the first edition of Connections for
2019 to once again spotlight the excellent results received in
the HSC last year by the class of 2018.
I thank their teachers: not only their HSC teacher, but all their
teachers throughout their schooling for the difference they
have made to the wonderful young adults they became. We
take pride our Year 12’s achievements and also thank them for
their leadership and contribution to school life over the years.
We wish them much hatzlacha for the years ahead.
We were also very proud to hear that 10 KTC students were
placed on the distinguished elite Honours Roll for their
achievements in last year’s HSC and are listed as being amongst
the best performing students in NSW. These are students who
have been placed on the list for all-round achievement, “ Best
in Course” and all band 6/E4 results.
Mazal tov to them and to the whole class of 2018.
We wish all students, parents and staff a productive, eventful and
exciting First Term.
Shabbat Shalom and Good Shabbos
Roy Steinman

Kesser Torah College HSC 2018
Top Achievers – in the following subjects:
Biology
50%
Classical Hebrew Continuers
50%
Classical Hebrew Extension
100%
Chemistry
100%
English (Advanced)
100%
Mathematics
50%
Mathematics Extension 1
100%
Mathematics Extension 2
100%
Mathematics General 2
35%
Modern Hebrew Continuers
100%

in the top band
in the top band
in the top band
in the top two bands
in the top two bands
in the top two bands
in the top two bands
in the top two bands
in the top two bands
in the top band

HSC Dux ATAR 99.55 – Shani Biton
36% achieved ATAR above 90
57% achieved ATAR in the top 2 bands
Elite Achievers
1st in State – Classical Hebrew Extension (Ariella Rev)
4th in State – Modern Hebrew Continuers
(Yehuda Eisenberg, Year 10)
This list contains honours for those students who were included
in the prestigious Honour Roll of Elite Achievers for all-round
achievement, best in course and all Band 6/E4 results:
Ariella Rev, Arielle Boskila, Chanie Gershowitz, Danielle Samama,
Deborah Bui, Haim Ber Hirschowitz, Miriam Tuvel, Shani Biton,
Tiferet Malka, Yehuda Eisenberg.

Dvar Torah
We are not the same. Each of us has unique qualities and abilities.
Conversely however, we are very much the same. We have
common purposes and expectations, many of which can only be
achieved through a collective effort and focus.
This week’s Parsha is Teruma. In Parshas Teruma the Torah instructs
us ‘’ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם, to ‘make for me a sanctuary and I will
dwell in it’. Each Jew had to give a half a Shekel and in addition
they expressed their individuality through bringing as much as
they wanted to donate any of the other materials needed for the
Mishkan.
There is a three-way discussion amongst the Rabbi’s about exactly
when this commandment was given to Moshe and when it was
conveyed to the Jewish people.
The first opinion explains that the commandment was given at the
time of the receiving of the Torah. According to this opinion Moshe
collected the building materials for the mishkan from the Jewish
people at that time, which therefore occurred before the sin of the
golden calf. According to this timeframe the Jewish people were
in a righteous state ( )צדקיםwhen they received the commandment
and donated their building materials for the mishkan.
The second opinion says that the commandment was given after
the sin of the golden calf, after the Jews where forgiven for the
sin and after they received the second Luchos (tablets). According
to this timeframe the Jewish people were in a state of complete
repentance ( )בעלי תשובהwhen they received the commandment
and donated their building materials for the mishkan.
The third opinion holds that Hashem commanded Moshe about
building the sanctuary at the time of receiving the Torah before
the sin of the golden calf. However, Moshe was not able to
communicate this commandment to the Jewish people because
they sinned with the Golden Calf. Therefore, the building materials
were only collected after the Jews where forgiven for the sin and
received the second Luchos (tablets). Even though the Jewish
people sinned, Hashem didn’t withdraw His wish to live amongst
the Jewish people. According to this timeframe Moshe received
the commandment when the Jewish people were in a righteous
state, and the Jewish people donated their building materials for
the mishkan when they were in a state of complete repentance.
However, from the time that Moshe received the commandment
until the time that the Jews were in a state (of Repentance) when
he could relay Hashem’s commandment to the Jewish People,
they were in an unrighteous state ()רשעים.
The common lesson we can learn from the above three opinions is
that irrespective of what level of spirituality or personal development
one finds themselves, they are given the responsibility to make
of themselves a dwelling place for Hashem to ‘be their personal
best’; to make their environment better. This means that someone
who feels they have achieved, someone who feels they are still
on their journey and the person who has yet to walk their journey,
all have a place within their lives where they can make a dwelling
place for Hashem.
Good Shabbos,
Rabbi Yehuda Spielman
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Early Learning
A warm welcome to all our children and their families (new and
old). 2019 is set to be another amazing year for Early learning.

Our builders are amazing and we look forward to being able to
explore the space shortly.

Creating New Learning Spaces

The teaching team are very excited to ‘road test’ the environment
and have been planning the learning opportunities, risk benefit
and the children’s agency of this new learning space.

The children and staff were very excited to see the progress
of our new outdoor learning environment in ECC and the
adventure play equipment in CRELS.
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Early Learning
The children's holiday adventures and the recent celebration
of Tu'Bishvat provided many ideas which we explored with the
children.

Our daily diaries began this week, this documentation provides
an overview of your child's learning, creates links to the Early
Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and supports our decision
making about children's learning.

Virginia Aghan & Mushky Chaiton

Early Learning important information
Parent Information Evening

We are looking forward to welcoming parents to our classrooms next Wednesday 13th February from 7pm to 8pm and
providing an insight into the learning, which is, and will take place in each classroom in 2019.

Crazy Hat Day

Help us celebrate Purim katan by sending your children in with a crazy hat. It’s on Tuesday February 19. The whole Early
learning (crels and ecc) are invited to join in.
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Primary School Jewish

Adar ‘BE HAPPY’ Rally
haven’t done so yet, can you please sign and send it back to
school and organise payment by Thursday 14 February.

WELCOME TO KTC 2019 – 5779/5780!
I would like to extend a big welcome back to all our students
and a special welcome to our new Year K students and to our
many new enrolments throughout the Primary school.

Torah Fair
I’ve been approached by many students asking whether there
will be a Torah Fair this year. I am very excited to inform you
that the Torah Fair will be happening! We will launch this
special program later on in Term 1 and we will provide you
with all the relevant information at that time.

What an amazing week it’s been! It’s so beautiful to once
again hear the sound of the students’ Davening and learning
waft through the hallways and to see their enthusiasm and
engagement in their lessons. This week we welcomed the
month of Adar with a bang with an extraordinary rally and
smiley face pencils and stickers.

Food and Dress
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents of
the school policies with regards to food and dress. Students
may only bring Kosher food to school and may not share food
with their friends. Students must also ensure that their school
uniform conforms with the school’s dress code. If you have any
questions or require assistance with this, please contact either
myself or your child’s Jewish Studies teacher, so that we can
assist you.

This term promises to be super exciting, with an invigorating
Jewish Studies program planned and many special days,
including Purim Katan and Purim!
Please see below for important information:
Purim Katan – Tuesday 19 February
We will be celebrating Purim Katan with Crazy Hat Day and
the incredible Obstacool course activity. Years K-6 students
are encouraged to wear their craziest hat, whether self-made,
bought or just taken from your home ‘dress-up’ box!

Looking forward to an amazing year of growth, learning, and of
course loads of fun!
Rabbi Levi Milecki,
Primary Head of Jewish Studies

Students have received an incursion permission form. If you

Mishmor & Torah Club

Mishmor Boys and Girls starts this coming week and Torah Club starts Sunday the 17th February. For details, please refer to the email that
was sent out. Rochel Blasenstein

-8

-9

Adar ‘BE HAPPY’ Rally

Primary School General
• Students will be taken to Go-With-The-Flow at 3:20pm

The staff and students have had a wonderful start to the school
year. We have welcomed many new children this year which has
shown a wonderful display of ‘Kindness on Pupose’.

• Parents must not line-up before 3:15pm
• Please drive to the beginning of the queue which is the far
end of the driveway

As I have walked around the classes I have seen students
enthusiastically engaged in learning. Students have begun
getting to know their new classmates and teachers. They have
also been participating in testing which enables us to ascertain
their current academic ability and to track their progress
throughout the year. Should we discover any concerns about
your child’s academic achievement the classroom teachers will
be in contact.

• Parents must remain in their cars
• Students will enter cars when all cars are stationery
• Parents should only exit the car line if there are no other cars
attempting to turn around at the end of the line
• Turning around is only permitted at the end of the driveway.
Please do not pull in to the carparks and reverse into the line
of traffic

On the 20 February, parents will have the opportunity to meet
their child’s teacher at our ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’. Further
details about this night will be sent soon.

• When exiting the driveway, all cars must drive straight ahead
and are not permitted to turn right into Blake St.

To enable our afternoon routines to run smoothly please read
the procedures below and if you have any questions please do
not hesitate to contact the school.

• All students must be collected by 3:35pm
Please help us to keep our children safe by following these
procedures.

Allergies
We have a number of children within the school who have
allergies. We have discussed with all children that it is
important not to share lunches and not to bring nuts to school,
this includes nuts in spreads, cake, biscuits etc. Please assist
us with ensuring children don’t bring nuts to school and if
they have eaten them for breakfast that they wash their hands
before coming to school.

After School Club
Paid supervision is offered to all students until 5:30pm Monday
– Thursday. The cost for this service is $15. Please contact
enrolments@ktc.nsw.edu.au for bookings. Our After School
Care Coordinator for this year is Ayelet Rev who is known to
many within the community.

Primary Afternoon Pick Up
After Care Until 4pm.
This service is ONLY available for students who have siblings in
the High School. If you would like your children to attend this
service, please email gail.gottlieb@ktc.nsw.edu.au so they may
be added to the roll. These students must be collected from
the foyer promptly at 4pm. The children must be collected
by siblings or an adult and will not be released on their own.
Students who are not collected at this time will no longer be
allowed to attend.

Parent Pick-up
All other students should be collected form the library
courtyard promptly at 3:20pm. Please wait for your children in
this area and avoid crowding around the foyer and stairwells,
as this causes congestion and prevents students from making
their way to the dismissal area. This will also provide you
with the opportunity to chat to your child’s teacher if they are
available.

Go-With-The-Flow
Please note the following procedures are in place:

Noelene Bellingham,
Head of Primary

I look forward to working with all of your children throughout
the year.

account, you can open an account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Online. Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the
link to open a Youthsaver account.
2. In branch. Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification
for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver
account they can start banking straight away. They just need to
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their
Dollarmites deposit wallet.
The rewards available during 2019 are:
Term 1 Scented Stackable Highlighters, Snowy Origami Set.
Term 2 Yeti Fluffy Notebook, Icicle Slapband Ruler.
Term 3 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring, Scratch Art Cards
Term 4 Water Skimming Bounce Ball, Polar Pencils & Pencil
Toppers
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please visit
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking or contact Gail Gottlieb.

School Banking

Remember school banking day is Wednesday. Please drop your
bank books to Reception before 8:20am.
• Make sure you complete your deposit slip, enclose your money and
leave it at the office
• Children from the ELC can also bank.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young
Australians to learn about money and develop good savings habits.
Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through
School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up
and redeem for exciting rewards.
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school
receives incentives for every deposit. The bank donates this money,
it does not come from student deposits
Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a
Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. If you do not have an
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Girls’ High School

Girls’ High School

FROM THE SHUCHOS:
Hey guys!!
It is so great to be back at school, and a big special welcome
to the new year 7!
We are starting off the new year with some great programs,
such as mincha that will begin at the start of next week, and
continuing our Masmidos learning program...come and begin

your week with some inspiration!
Thursday we had a super fun Adar activity to help us get into
the Adar spirit, we hope you all had a blast.
Lastly, Bnos is happening this Shabbos 5:30pm at the Moss’s 128 Wellingtons st.
Stay tuned for more exciting things to come!
Love Faigy and Chaya
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Girls’ High School
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Boys’ High School
A big mazeltov to Avraham Brook who will be celebrating his
barmitzvah this shabbos! Pictures is Avraham receiving his
machzor from college principal Mr Steinman

On Tuesday we had Yigal from the JNF come and address
our students about Green Sunday. BH we have many students
signed up for this important annual fundraiser taking place this
Sunday.
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Boys’ High School
ARYEH WINS JNF BLUE BOX COMPETITION!
Aryeh Berkovits’ from year 8 winning design is an inspiration! Thank
you to Gaby Budai, Yossi Eshed for coming and talking to us about
The JNF. For dozens of years, the Blue Box served as a fund raiser
in every Diaspora home and every Jewish institution in Israel and
abroad. Mazel Tov
On Wednesday we welcomed in Rosh Chodesh Adar with
“spontaneous” dancing thanks to our lively Yr 11s.
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School News
world to create wigs for kids with Cancer. This is an amazing
mitzvah to do at an opshernish or for anyone having a big
haircut! Join 100’s of Australians who have done this mitzvah :)
Call Chavi on 0433 818 032 or chavi.s.lazarus@gmail.com for
more information/haircutting instructions and Melbourne and
Sydney address to drop your hair off at!

MAZEL TOV - A huge Mazel Tov to Morah Shira and Ilan Lavan
on the birth of a beautiful baby girl!!
Did you ever think it was possible to make a
donation without giving money? If you are willing
to donate 25cm of your hair the answer is YES!!!
Zichron Menachem in Israel collects hair from around the
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KESSER TORAH COLLEGE CONTACT DETAILS
68 Blake Street
Dover Heights NSW 2030 Australia
PHONE. +61 2 9301 1111
EMAIL. reception@ktc.nsw.edu.au
WEB. kessertorahcollege.com.au
FACEBOOK. kessertorahcollege
INSTAGRAM. @kessertorahcollege

