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Primary Launches Extra-Curricular Clubs & Activities for 2019
“You have to reach out and grab each opportunity as it comes 
your way.”

Most educators will agree: involved children are happy 
children.  When a child feels he or she belongs; when he or 
she feels involved and committed to something it leads 
to self-fulfilment, engagement and ultimately, happiness.  
Schools are social places.  Indeed, from Early Learning all the 
way through Primary School and High School, leading up to 
HSC, as the social interaction between children becomes 
more sophisticated, so too does their commitment to and 
engagement with community and society.  In Early Learning, 
“play-based education” means that children learn some of 
life’s lessons, including social interaction modelling through 
“play”.  The balance between classroom and out-of-classroom 
education; formal teaching and informal and experiential 
education – makes school a dynamic and exciting arena.  With 
this in mind, we embark on a journey to increase our students’ 
social interaction, their intellectual curiosity, and their sense of 
fun, by providing a range of extra-curricular clubs and activities.

Our Primary School extra-curricular clubs and activities list is 
daunting – even overwhelming in the diverse range of activities 
offered.  Our students are indeed fortunate to have so many 
opportunities for engagement and involvement.  

“Life is not a spectator sport” a wise person once said.

Each year more activities get added to the list – and we are 
pleased to announce too, that more and more students are 
signing up to be involved in this exciting programme.  This 
semester in Primary School we are offering the following 
amazing activities: 

 K-1 Coding, Colour Me In

Girls’ Ballet, Basketball, Coding, Debating, Harmer beads, 
Homework Club, Speech and Drama, SRC

Boys’ Coding, Homework Club, Mishmor, Puzzles and Board 
Games, Soccer, SRC, Table Tennis, Wrestling and exercise, 
Yahadus Programme

My challenge to Parents and Students: Get Involved.  Sign 
Up.  Already some of these activities are full so you might 
not get your first choice.  But that doesn’t matter.  Next 
semester, sign up early for the activities.  The main thing 
is, reach out and grab the opportunities that come your 
way.  Get Involved – become part of a club or a team. 
Shabbat Shalom – Good Shabbos

Roy Steinman 
College Principal



Dvar Torah
(Shemos 28:2) :ועשית בגדי קדש לאהרן אחיך לכבוד ולתפארת:

In this week’s Parsha Tetzaveh the Torah continues the Mishkan narrative 
with a detailed description of the Priestly garments and the appointment 
of the Kohanim. The Biblical commentators understand that the special 
clothing provides a dual function, giving ‘honour’ and ‘beauty’ to the 
Kohanim.

The Sforno says that such clothing gives honour to Hashem, whereas 
the Rambam and Sefer HaChinuch mention that they give honour to 
the Temple where they serve. Incidentally this may provide a source for 
the concept that on Shabbos or for Tefilla that one should wear special 
clothing as it gives honour to Hashem and His holy environs. Incidentally 
Rabbi Yochanan used to refer to his garments of clothing as ‘that which 
gives honour’ (Shabbat 113a) highlighting the importance of how we 
present ourselves to the world.

However, clothing doesn’t only signify importance to Hashem, but also 
inspires those around us. The Sforno explains that the beauty referred 
to is the awe inspired upon those who see the Kohanim which leads 
them to be held in high esteem (Ibn Ezra). Rabbeinu Bachya extends this 
idea as it makes the Kohanim stand out, so that they are recognised as 
individuals of stature which the Ramban compares to royalty.

As the new year has recently begun, perhaps we can highlight the 
importance of clothing within the school system, specifically with correct 
uniforms and presentation of our clothing. While it is often debated in 
schools whether to adopt a set uniform and what level of flexibility should 
be applied, the research is quite clear that having a set school uniform 
promotes the well-being of students both emotionally and educationally.

Studies have shown that it leads to improved concentration, fosters 
a sense of pride (when worn in public) and a feeling of belonging. 
Other key findings included a sense of equality created by all students 
wearing the same clothes despite coming from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, a dress code that sets boundaries, so school is viewed 
as a working environment and to reduce distractions associated with 
personal appearance.

In the words of Dr Julian Murphy, a head master and researcher in this 
area:

‘Whether we like it or not, human beings are tribal. They respond 
positively to symbols such as flags, badges and uniforms, which give 
them a sense of pride, membership and identity. In my experience from 
pupil voice sessions, young people will often ask for modifications to 
their uniform and to the dress code in terms of comfort and convenience, 
but none of them ever want to get rid of uniform completely.’

It is said that some of the leading minds of the past century (Albert 
Einstein, Steve Jobs, Superman etc.) would wear identical outfits on a 
regular basis to assist in productivity and mental concentration.

As we read (and live with) the Parsha this week, may we find extra ways to 
highlight our clothing (not literally); from keeping ourselves tidy and well-
kempt including polishing our shoes and walking around with dignity 
and pride (See Shabbos 114a, Rambam laws of dispositions 5:9 and laws 
of idol worship 11:1).

Have a great Shabbos,

Rabbi Simons
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Early Learning
The Early Learning held a Parent information evening on 
Wednesday night. Parents were given a chance to hear from 
the teachers about all the exciting programs in store for the 
children this year as well as actually get a hands on glimpse of 

the learning resources that the children use every day. Thank 
you to the parents that came to join us! 

Virginia Aghan & Mushky Chaiton
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Early Learning
The Cohen Gadols clothing 
In the parshah this week we learned about the special 
clothing worn by the Cohen gadol (high priest) when he 
did his special work in the  Mishkan. The children in Early 
Learning love learning about the parshah and role playing 

what we learn. The children in the Rimon class enjoyed 
dressing up in a costume of the Cohen gadols clothing and 
then worked hard to make their own costumes to bring home 
to show their families! 
Mushky Chaiton
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Primary School General
Year 2 have had a great start to the year! Friends who have been 
in different classes have now been reunited and all the students 
are very happy and very enthusiastic to be together again! 

We have started off our learning by exploring the concept of 
whole numbers.  Over the last fortnight students have had the 
opportunity to work with various types of equipment to break 
random numbers down into hundreds, tens and units.  We have 
been investigating number patterns and scrutinising them on 
a number line. This week we studied this subject by creating a 
human number line. Several students were called up and took 
on the identity of a number while others identified those missing 
numbers. We also discussed the Guess and Check Strategy 
whereby an estimation is given, then checked and the answer 
revised. An activity was done where the boys were given a roll 
of paper and told to estimate how many rolls would cover a tub. 
The boys enjoyed themselves estimating how much paper was 
necessary for this activity! It has been a busy and enjoyable two 
weeks and the students have been very engaged.

Lara Lazarus 
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School Banking
Remember school banking day is Wednesday.  Please drop your 
bank books to Reception before 8:20am.
•  Make sure you complete your deposit slip, enclose your money and 

leave it at the office
•  Children from the ELC can also bank.
 School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young 
Australians to learn about money and develop good savings habits. 
Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through 
School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up 
and redeem for exciting rewards. 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school 
receives incentives for every deposit. The bank donates this money, 
it does not come from student deposits
 Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a 
Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. If you do not have an 
account, you can open an account for your child in one of two ways:  
1. Online. Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the 
link to open a Youthsaver account. 
2. In branch. Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification 
for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver 
account they can start banking straight away. They just need to 
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their 

Dollarmites deposit wallet.
The rewards available during 2019 are:
Term 1 Scented Stackable Highlighters, Snowy Origami Set.
Term 2 Yeti Fluffy Notebook, Icicle Slapband Ruler. 
Term 3 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring, Scratch Art Cards 
Term 4 Water Skimming Bounce Ball, Polar Pencils & Pencil 
Toppers
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking or contact Gail Gottlieb.

Torah Club
TORAH CLUB LEARNING SUNDAY MORNING
Term 1 for girls Years K-6 and boys Years K-1 runs from this 
Sunday Febuary 17 until March 31
Time: 9:50-11:50
Place: KTC
Cost for term: $105
Family rates given
Subjects: Davening, Derech Eretz Program, Halacha, Biur 
Tefilla, Yahadus - all done in a fun and interactive way 
through song, craft and drama.
Teachers: Mrs. R. Blasenstein, Miss B. Moss, Mrs. A. Levitan
Mrs. R. Shapiro.
To register:  please text or call Rochel Blasenstein on  
0425 371 987 or email rochel.blasenstein@ktc.nsw.edu.au

Mishmor 
MISHMOR AFTER SCHOOL LEARNING PROGRAM 
Areas of study include aspects of Chassidus, special days 
in the Chabad calendar, Pirkei Avos, the 12 pesukim, 
Chassidic nigunim (melodies), reading, Chassidic insights 
into the Yomim Tovim, Rambam (Maimonedes) Sefer 
haMitzvos, stories of the Chabad Rebbes, building good 
character via stories of tzaddikim, learning Tanya off by 
heart, learning the Mah Nishtana in Yiddish and more.    
If you would like your child to enroll in this program, please 
contact Mrs Rochel Blasenstein at rochel.blasenstein@ktc.
nsw.edu.au or 0425 371 987.
Year K –1 Boys - Monday Teacher – Mrs. Richter 
Dates - Monday 11 Feb. – Monday 25 March
Time – 3.20pm – 4.20pm
Classroom – Yr. K JS classroom
Cost - $84. If paid by Thursday, Feb 18 $70. 

Year K and 1 Girls - Tuesday
Teacher – Miss Shoshie Gutnick 
Dates – Tuesday 12 Feb. – Tuesday 26 March  
Time – 3.20pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom – Yr. K JS classroom
Cost - $84. If paid by Thursday, Feb 18 $70.  
Year 2 - 3 Boys - Monday
Teacher – Rabbi Richter 
Dates - Monday 11 Feb. – Monday 25 March
Time – – 3.20pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom – Yr. 2 JS classroom
Cost - $84. If paid by Thursday, Feb 18 $70.  
Year 2 - 3 Girls - Wednesday
Teacher – Miss Faigy Niasoff
Dates – Wednesday 13 Feb. – Wednesday 27 March
Note: No Mishmor on Taanis Esther, March 20
Time – 3.20pm – 4.20 pm
Classroom – 4G classroom
Cost - $72. If paid by Thursday, Feb 18 $60.  
Year 4 - 6 Girls - Tuesday
Teacher – Mrs. Ziva Richter
Dates – Tuesday 12 Feb. – Tuesday 26 March 
Time – 3:20 – 4:20
Classroom – 6G classroom
Cost - $84. If paid by Thursday, Feb 18 $70.  
Year 4 - 6 Boys – Monday 
Teacher - Rabbi Benjy Simons
Dates -  Monday 11 Feb. – Monday 25 March
Time – 3.20 pm – 4.05 pm
Note the earlier finishing time each week. Please be 
prompt at pick up time. 
Where: Yr. 6B classroom
Cost: $70. If paid by Mon., February 18 $56
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Girls’ High School
MESSAGE FROM THE SHLUCHOS:  
This week was another super fun week starting off with a 
Sunday pizza picnic with the year 9s.
We had the first masmidos of the term, thank you so much ev-
eryone that came, it will be continuing every week on Monday 
after school.
The first week of mincha went so well and we are so proud of 
everyone who has been davening everyday.
We hope your Purim Katan skits are well under way and we can't 
wait to see you perform them on Tuesday.
Love Faigy and Chaya

CAPTAINS’ CORNER:
Welcome back to 2019! We are so excited to be back, we have 
been planning many programs to keep this year interesting.  So 
please stay tuned.
So far: -we had a welcome back back to school BBQ on the first 
day back! Thanks to Rosh Hotdog Rifi for helping us with that
-we had our first Yr 7 and Yr 12 peer support session, thank 
you all the Yr 12s for your help:)
-we commemorated world cancer day last Monday and raised 

$50
-we had our first Torah n Tea last Wednesday, thank you Mrs 
Richter for inspiring us about simcha in Adar!
-this Sunday we participated in Green Sunday, thank you to 
everyone who came!
-we celebrated National Organ Donation Day this morning with 
a panel on Halachik organ donation.  Thank you to our guest 
speakers Rabbi Gutnick and Mr Chaitow.
We cannot wait to continue this spirit into the year to come.
xx Chanie + Tammy
PS- We are always looking for speakers to join us at Torah n 
Tea (every Rosh Chodesh), if you would like to come share an 
inspirational thought please let us  know:)

OTHER GHS NEWS:
David Lazerson -”Dr Laz”, a talented special needs educator 
and music therapist from Florida, spoke to the students this 
week in his totally entertaining and hilarious manner. He trans-
mitted an inspiring message about how lucky we are while he 
had us all rolling in laughter.  Students left the hall wishing we 
had a few more teachers like that in our school!!

Girls’ High School

GREEN SUNDAY

MASMIDOS AFTER SCHOOL 
LEARNING PROGRAM
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Girls’ High School

DAILY MINCHA IN GHS STARTED 
THIS WEEK!

-15-14



Boys’ High School
Almost a year ago to the day, the JNF launched a national 
competition to  “Design our next Blue Box”. The aim of 
the project was for students to engage with Israel and their 
Jewish Identity and to promote Mensch like qualities related 
to Tzedakah. As a joint project of the Jewish Studies and Art 
Departments at Kesser Torah College, our students entered 
a number of very creative designs for this competition. A few 
months ago we were delighted to hear that Aryeh Berkovits (Yr 
8B) was chosen as the lucky winner. This past Friday, Gabbie 
Budai and Yossi Eshed of the JNF came and presented the new 
Blue Box - with Aryeh’s unique design - to Aryeh in the presence 

of his family, teachers and friends. These Blue Boxes are now in 
circulation throughout Australia.

On Wednesday we welcomed in Rosh Chodesh Adar with 
“spontaneous” dancing thanks to our lively Yr 11s.

This past Sunday afternoon, many of our High School students 
gave up their free time to participate in JNF’s Green Sunday 
fundraiser. Our students managed to raise a lot of money for 
the “make-a-wish foundation” in Israel and also have a very 
good time
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Boys’ High School
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School & Community news
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KESSER TORAH COLLEGE CONTACT DETAILS

68 Blake Street

Dover Heights NSW 2030 Australia

PHONE. +61 2 9301 1111

EMAIL. reception@ktc.nsw.edu.au

WEB. kessertorahcollege.com.au

FACEBOOK. kessertorahcollege

INSTAGRAM. @kessertorahcollege


